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Abstract  
Modern society puts forward high requirements to professional training of graduates of higher 
educational establishments. According to Federal State Educational Standards of higher education in 
Russia graduates must have cultural, vocationally-oriented and professional competences. They 
include competences in foreign languages and information technologies. 

Therefore it is important to overview classical approaches to the organization of the educational 
process. It considers the development of new approaches to the foreign language teaching under the 
conditions of informatization of education with the use of modern multimedia technologies for the 
effective transformation of the educational process in the context of electronic education. 

This paper deals with the process of education in information-communication professional educational 
environment. This environment is the complex of educational activities aimed to develop a personality 
of a student in the process of the foreign language vocationally-oriented competence formation. The 
foreign language vocationally-oriented competence is the competency-based model that unites foreign 
language communicative, technological and intercultural competences.  Different educational activities 
in the information-communication professional educational environment aim at the process of every 
component formation in the competency-based model.  

The main mission of the information-communication professional educational environment refers to 
the following objectives: the implementation of educational multimedia  aids into the foreign language 
teaching (multimedia resources, presentations made by tutors and students), including electronic 
educational platforms; the organization of professionally oriented educational activities of students in a 
foreign language (lectures in a foreign language, webinars, conferences, workshops, discussions), 
including project work in the sphere of their future professional career; and the organization of 
vocationally-oriented extra-curricular activities of students in a foreign language (the Festival of ads in 
foreign languages, the video conference  “How it works”), executing either educational or educative 
functions. 

This complex of class and extra-curricular activities transforms not only the educational process, but 
students’ attitude to foreign language studying and teachers’ approach to the development of the 
foreign language vocationally-oriented competence. As a result, according to the surveys, the 
discipline has gained in the ranking, test results have improved by one third and students’ participation 
in different events in a foreign language has increased. 

Keywords: foreign language vocationally-oriented competence, information-communication 
professional educational environment, electronic educational environment. 

1 INTRODUCTION  
Innovative processes in the intensively developing trends in modern science and technology change 
our way of living, means, speed and quality of cooperation. The increasing priority of modern life 
demands has a major impact on contemporary technologies of education. At this stage educational 
technologies are considered in the context of information-communication technologies for the 
achievement of goals and objectives of traditional education under the conditions of electronic 
education [1]. 

In accordance to new requirements in education, new Federal State Educational Standards (FSES) of 
higher education [2] have been approved. FSES determine major competences of a higher 
establishment graduate. 

The competences in the FSES of the fourth generation [2] are distinguished as cultural, vocationally-
orientated and professional. According to the selection of competences related to foreign language 

Proceedings of EDULEARN17 Conference 
3rd-5th July 2017, Barcelona, Spain

ISBN: 978-84-697-3777-4
8436



learning and information-communication technologies, the role of a foreign language increases since 
these competences are in the lists of cultural and vocationally-orientated ones for all the fields of 
education. The significance of information-communication technologies is itemized in the lists of three 
groups of competences: cultural, vocationally-orientated and professional. Therefore foreign language 
teaching may rely on information-communication technologies as on a contemporary aid of education 
in higher educational establishments. 

Based on the above, foreign language teaching with the use of information-communication 
technologies in higher educational establishments generates the competency-based model, which 
unites the following components: 

• foreign language communicative competence: the capability and readiness to communicate in a 
foreign language under the requirements of the educational program, which, in turn, are based 
on specific requirements to foreign language skills in reading, writing, listening and speaking; 

• intercultural competence: the capability of a person to conduct professional communication in 
different countries on the basis of knowledge of native and foreign cultures and languages; 

• technological competence: combination of knowledge and skills developed in the educational 
process with the use of information-communication technologies  wherein a student is an active 
participant of this process which provides successful professional activity by means of  
information-communication technologies. 

 
Figure 1. Competence-based model for foreign language teaching with the use of information-

communication technologies.  

Consequently, the development of the technological competence in the process of foreign language 
teaching becomes the means of formation and development of the foreign language communicative 
and cultural competences.  

 
Figure 2. Interconnection of competences in the competence-based model. 

8437



The competency-based model is discussed in the methodological literature [3], [4], [5]. Most of the 
methodologists come to the conclusion that the competency-based approach in the foreign language 
teaching is significant for students’ future career development. 

Moreover, it is important to create a specific educational environment for competence-based model 
realization in higher educational establishments. 

2 INFORMATION-COMMUNICATION PROFESSIONAL EDUCATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENT 

Information-communication professional educational environment (ICPEE) is an effective means of 
competence formation for the future career. Since the information-communication professional 
educational environment is regarded in accordance to the foreign language teaching, it is important to 
take into account a communicative component of the environment. On the other hand, the information-
communication professional educational environment is organized considering the requirements of 
electronic education, which means the use of information-communication technologies as an essential 
tool of the ICPEE. 

We define the information-communication professional educational environment for different fields of 
education as the system of formation of the personality in the process of professional and FL 
competences acquisition and their development by means of information and communication 
technologies in the sphere of professional communication in different socio-cultural conditions [6]. 
Thus the information-communication professional educational environment is a complex of teachers’ 
and students’ educational activities aimed to develop a personality of a student in the process of the 
foreign language vocationally-oriented competence formation. 

The ICPEE components for FL teaching have relevant to its content functions, which provide balanced 
interaction of all components for achieving educational purposes [7]. The development of the ICPEE 
mission refers to the solution of some problems for the quality increase of the foreign language 
teaching. 

3 IMPLEMENTATION OF EDUCATIONAL MULTIMEDIA AIDS INTO FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE TEACHING 

The main mission of the information-communication professional educational environment refers to 
the implementation of educational multimedia aids into the foreign language teaching. Computers, CD, 
DVD materials and the Internet are used for this purpose as the main aid of foreign language teaching.  

It is important to underline that both teachers and students create multimedia educational materials for 
foreign language communicative and intercultural competences development. They prepare pieces of 
video or audio materials with different types of assignments, multimedia presentations to report on 
different topics, use sets of images for ordering or matching tasks, use different web sites to generate 
crosswords. Students actively use on-line thesauruses and simulators for solving educational tasks 
and, as a result, for the foreign language vocationally-oriented competence development. 

In accordance to electronic education requirements electronic educational platforms are used to 
organize class and self-study activity of students and for monitoring the efficiency of education [8]. 
Electronic educational platform MyGrammarLab (Pearson Longman) [9] has been chosen due to its 
advantages for the foreign language vocationally-oriented competence development (Table1). 
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Table 1.  Advantages and disadvantages of electronic educational platform MyGrammarLab. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Electronic educational 
platform MyGrammarLab 

Advantages Disadvantages 

three levels А1-А2, В1-В2 and  С1-С2                    
                    cost hard copy book and on-line component 

with the range of different tools  
mobile application 

thematic focus of grammar units doesn’t have possibilities to upload 
additional materials multimedia educational materials 

entrance, middle-course and final tests 
in every unit 

user-friendly interface doesn’t give opportunities for 
communication between students 
in the group 

different types of tasks 

Calendar-planner 
Gradebook 

communication tools: teacher - student 

The implementation of educational multimedia aids into the foreign language teaching enriches the 
educational process and makes it up-to-date, thrilling and effective. 

4 ORGANISATION OF CAREER-ORIENTED EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY OF 
STUDENTS IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

The career-oriented educational activity plays an important role in students’ training for their future 
professional life. Project work in the field of professional training, panel discussions, conferences, 
webinars, open colloquiums with foreign language speakers increase students’ motivation not only for 
foreign language studying but for profession-oriented disciplines either. These activities encourage 
generating new ideas and projects in the professional field, broaden perspectives and enhance 
interdisciplinary links. As a result all those activities contribute into the efficiency of the educational 
process. 

Students develop their projects in the field of professional training since the first year of education. The 
project work starts with historical aspects of the profession, then technological processes are studied, 
the list of definitions is formed, scientific literature is studied, methods of research are selected and 
finally a project work is issued. Students prepare a report with a multimedia presentation on the 
current results of their project work after every step of the research. The report is held publicly, with 
students, teachers and tutors, for the discussion of the achieved results. The final presentation of the 
project works is conducted in the form of a conference or an open colloquium. Students, teachers, 
tutors, specialists in the sphere of linguistics and specialists in the fields of students’ future professions 
are invited to take part in the discussion of the project works results. Some of the students continue to 
develop their project works with more scientific and practical approach being Master’s Degree or 
Postgraduate students. 

5 VOCATIONALLY-ORIENTED EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES OF 
STUDENTS IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

The information-communication professional educational environment implies active participation of 
students in extra-curricular activities, which accomplish either educational or educative functions. 
Every year students take part in the festival of ads in foreign languages, video conference “How it 
works”, linguistics Olympiads where they compete not only in the command of foreign languages, but 
in the knowledge of customs and traditions of different countries. These activities mainly have 
educative, cultural and intercultural nature. The main purpose of these activities is to develop the 
intercultural competence in social and professional spheres. The subject of these activities enables 
students to learn more about the world around them, current problems of the society and to formulate 
their own attitude to the environment they live in. The application of the technological competence 
enables students to reify derived conclusions: students make short videos. The best videos are 
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selected in accordance to adopted criteria (content, originality, technical performance) to form a final 
film, which is demonstrated publicly at University. 

6 CONCLUSIONS 
Our practical experience reveals that the formation and the development of the foreign language 
vocationally-oriented competence are essential for the successful future career. This competence 
development is the main target of the electronic education. This target is efficiently achieved in the 
information-communication professional educational environment. The project work under the 
conditions of informatization of education brings innovations into the traditional process of the foreign 
language teaching and stimulates the individual work of students. 

In accordance to linguistic tests results the foreign language communicative competence value 
increases by one third. Surveys of cultural and technological competences development (on the basis 
of questionnaires) demonstrates the rise in the motivation for studying from 32% to 93%. Moreover, 
the foreign language discipline has gained in the ranking and students’ participation in different events 
in a foreign language has increased [1], [9]. 
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