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Abstract 
The presented project aims at creating an innovative model for studying Bulgarian literary and 
documentary heritage. This model will create conditions for building sustainable policies for 
socialization of the rich literary and cultural heritage of south eastern Bulgaria. The model is based on 
developing a methodological approach to research and socialization of personal archives and libraries 
of the people of the region. For the implementation of planned activities, it is necessary to combine the 
knowledge and work of various researchers, PhD students and young scientists. In the process of 
working together, they will accumulate experience, knowledge and good practices [3]. The quality of 
the research depends primarily on human potential - highly qualified and motivated researchers. The 
presented project is developed in the context of the requirement for modern higher education, related 
to enhancing the qualification and skills of scientific personnel and the realization of joint programmes 
for scientific training and practice between academic and local communities. 

The methodology that is used is based on a multidisciplinary scientific and educational set of tools, 
including the identification and protection of cultural sites of national and European importance. This in 
turn will result in improving the research potential of young scientists, PhD students and other BA and 
MA students involved in the project. 

Planned results give an opportunity to ensure sustainable development and to expand the 
opportunities for overcoming the negative trends of reducing the inflow of young people into science, 
as well as to create incentives for keeping them in academic institutions after graduation with the aim 
of scientific careers. The wide range of target groups: representatives of educational and cultural 
institutions, research centres, local community, suggests expanding the public dialogue for 
preservation of the historical and ancestral heritage and for economic and social growth of the studied 
regions through the creation of innovative cultural product. 

The vision for the future continuation of the research process is associated with the modernization of 
historical knowledge and the development of sustainable policies for integrated conservation of 
tangible and intangible cultural heritage, as well as the establishment of lasting interest in young 
people to research. 

The project team covers all stages of the research process. There are scientists with proven 
organizational experience, which is crucial for logistics performance. The participation of experienced 
professionals is a prerequisite to ensuring a scientifically fair attitude towards current research base 
and reporting the achievements, which are the basis for upgrading the fundamental research. They 
not only possess proven scientific production and are well-established professionals, but have 
acquired experience in field work with young scientists and students. Furthermore, young scientists, 
members of the team have also registered their interest in the issue, which is an essential motivation 
for their full participation. Working with the team of senior professionals will contribute to further their 
professional development and enhance their qualification and experience. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
There are various reasons and factors that are a prerequisite for the creation and implementation of 
approaches and new methods in the field of university higher education. R & D (research and 
development) create plenty of opportunities for young people and are a guarantee for success when 
making adequate decisions regarding the improvement of the quality of training in higher education. 
For more than five years the University of Library Studies and Information Technologies (ULSIT) in 
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Sofia, Bulgaria, has been conducting research work in the field of cultural heritage by developing 
projects aimed at exploring different forms of tangible and intangible cultural heritage. This type of 
training itself is an innovative approach in the system of higher education since it combines theoretical 
knowledge, practical skills and reflects the new approaches in improving communication and 
interaction between various participants, regardless of their anthropogenic or cultural traits. The focal 
point in the process of organizing this kind of scientific research and development is the need to 
improve research methods, which, in its turn is triggered by the natural implementation of new 
information and communication technologies in people's lives. Among the main objectives and tasks 
when organizing and conducting scientific observations, studies and researches or a specific type of 
research work in different in structures settlements in Bulgaria and abroad, is the formation and 
accumulation of knowledge, values, skills and the creation of useful links and contacts between 
different educational and cultural institutions and local communities [3]. Among the positive aspects of 
this type of training is the increased level of academic knowledge among participants as well as the 
increased interest on their part towards science as a whole and toward that particular field of science. 
Practical application of knowledge provides young people with an opportunity to work with renowned 
and established scientists and professionals from various fields of science and business, which, in 
most cases, contributes to acquiring useful communication skills, better orientation in work and control 
mechanisms in government and business structures. It is a real opportunity for acquiring practical 
knowledge, centred on the problems of everyday life. 

2 METHODOLOGY 
Preservation and promotion of cultural heritage is a priority of the cultural policy of the European Union 
and UNESCO. At the same time, there are a lot of unresolved issues related to the literary and 
documentary heritage in Bulgaria. Cultural institutions in small towns are the most affected ones. It is 
this particular literary evidence, stored in libraries, community centres, museums, archives and 
churches that is important for the protection of our ancestral and national memory. It should be 
emphasized that Strandzha literary and documentary heritage with its cultural and historical diversity is 
of strategic importance for our country. An adequate research and socialization of this literary and 
documentary heritage in contemporary conditions is essential for the preservation of the spirituality, 
which is indispensable for the development of science, culture and education of society and for 
ensuring their continuity and durability over time as a new model for scientific communication. 
Strandzha is the only Bulgarian territory included in the five priority areas for preservation in Central 
and Eastern Europe. Bulgaria has held a number of significant scientific and applied science research 
activities regarding the cultural and historical heritage in the region of Strandzha [1]. As a result, over 
the years, extensive field surveys and excavations at a number of archaeological sites in Strandzha 
have been carried out. However, they are mainly of applied nature, which requires switching to a 
higher level of fundamental generalizations. 

What has not been done so far concerns the following: 

• Creating an innovative model for studying the Bulgarian literary and documentary heritage 
which will create conditions for the documentation, preservation, conservation, access and 
promotion of the rich literary and cultural heritage of Strandzha region; 

• Developing a methodical approach for studying and socialization of the private archives and 
libraries of the people of Strandzha region, since many of these contain literary and photo 
collections and documents that have not been studied and recorded until now. Studying, 
systematizing and promoting them will contribute to revealing new factual information and 
historic-cultural generalizations of the socio-political, economic and cultural life in the region in 
recent decades. 

That is why the main goal of the project is the systematic and targeted research, identification and 
study of important literary monuments in southeast Bulgaria as well as the socialization of this part of 
the Bulgarian cultural heritage that has not been explored in depth until now. 

Planned project activities and tasks are based on the hypothesis that southeast Bulgarian cultural 
heritage is of national, European and global significance. However, until now, it has not been 
presented in a virtual environment and does not exist in electronic form. 

To achieve the research objectives, the project is based on the use of interdisciplinary and applied 
approaches and aims (through the use of knowledge and skills of highly qualified and widely profiled 
professionals) to realize the scientific and practical goals and objectives of the project; 
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The interdisciplinary nature of the project involves the collaboration of groups of specialists from 
several fields (cultural heritage, libraries and information and communication technologies), as each of 
the groups will carry out its tasks in conformity with the sequence of activities set in the work program. 
The interdisciplinary nature of the research team is a major prerequisite for the use and application of 
specific methods and research techniques that in combination with the existing equipment will favour 
the process of conducting the research and the accumulation of new knowledge and new hypotheses. 

The project team covers all stages of the research process. There are scientists with proven 
organizational experience, which is crucial for the work logistics. The participation of specialists in the 
field of bibliography is a prerequisite to ensure a fair scientific attitude to the current research base and 
achievements reporting upon which the fundamental research will be built [2]. Experts in the field of 
ethnology, historiography, religions, material and intellectual cultural heritage have extensive research 
and teaching experience. They not only have proven scientific production and developed 
professionalism, but also experience in field work with young scientists and students. 

Furthermore, the young scientists, members of the team have also registered their interest in the 
issue, which is an essential motivation for their wholehearted participation. Working with a team of 
established professionals will contribute to further their professional development and enhance their 
qualifications and experience. 

Digitalization of documentary evidence, scientific research and fieldwork can be used for 
systematization of students’ knowledge, as well as to promote the application of ICT in the process of 
socialization of cultural and historical heritage. Greater adaptability of young researchers to 
competitive and dynamic environment will be achieved by accumulating new knowledge and 
motivation in the team [4]. The expected transfer of knowledge will be directly connected not only with 
the work of fellow colleagues of ULSIT but also with the scientific advancement of PhD students and 
young scientists – participants in the project; 

Use of the interdisciplinary approach will significantly increase publishing activity, scientific and 
educational level of PhD students, young researchers and students on the project team. Use of 
multidisciplinary scientific and educational approach will enhance the research potential of young 
scientists in the search for and protection of literary and documentary artefacts of national and 
European importance. 

3 RESULTS 
During the implementation of planned activities and the realization of set objectives and targets, 
scientifically sound and applicable in practice results are expected to be achieved, such as: 

• identification and description of the current status of the studied literary and documentary 
objects on the territory of southeast Bulgaria; 

• studying, collecting, cataloguing and restoration (when needed) of the literary and documentary 
heritage; 

• information and materials (photos, documents, texts) relating to important dates and events in 
the history of Bulgaria and the southeast region in particular; 

• structuring the functions and parameters of an innovative model for research and socialization 
of Strandzha [1] literary and documentary cultural heritage that represents an educational, 
scientific and cultural product aimed at a wide range of users. 

Activities and results related to the project implementation are aimed at different target groups such 
as: representatives of educational and cultural institutions, research centres, ethnic and religious 
minorities, tourists, disadvantaged people and all stakeholders involved in the problems of learning 
and socialization of cultural heritage. The project will help to expand the public dialogue on the 
preservation of the historical and ancestral heritage, the economic and social growth of the studied 
regions through the creation of an innovative cultural product. 

The results of this study will also have a positive impact on the representatives of the cultural 
institutions in the small communities - libraries, community centres, museums, archives and churches. 
Personal archives and libraries of the people living there should not be underestimated as many have 
unexplored and/or unlisted until now literary collections and documents. Their discussion and 
popularization after the completion of the project will contribute to better socialization of the literary 
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and documentary monuments in the region, symbolizing the national and ancestral memory of the 
Bulgarians. 

Planned results give an opportunity to ensure sustainable development and to expand the 
opportunities for overcoming the negative trends of reducing the inflow of young people into science, 
as well as to create incentives for keeping them in academic institutions after graduation with the aim 
of scientific careers. The wide range of target groups: representatives of educational and cultural 
institutions, research centres, local communities, suggests expanding the public dialogue for 
preservation of the historical and ancestral heritage and for economic and social growth of the studied 
regions through the creation of an innovative cultural product. 

4 CONCLUSIONS 
The vision for the future continuation of the research process is associated with the modernization of 
historical knowledge and the development of sustainable policies for integrated conservation of 
tangible and intangible cultural heritage, as well as the establishment of lasting interest in young 
people to research. 

The project subject is of interest at this time and is important because of the fact that this concerns not 
only the old cultural heritage, but also the living faith and rituals that should not die away and should 
be revived and exhibited in the value system of the younger generation. For this reason, the final 
project product is adequate not only to the immediate needs of time and science. It is inevitably linked 
with the state and local policies.  
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