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Abstract 
In this article, the authors explore the problem of comprehension of fatherhood as an upbringing 
institution. The analysis of various aspects of fatherhood in the Russian and foreign history, sociology, 
and psychology represented in various authors` researches (including I. S. Kon, R. V. Ovcharova, G. 
G. Filippova, Y. V. Borisenko, M. V. Butaev, N..Demchuk, E. V. Krichevsky, I. V. Rybalko, S. V. Lippo, 
Y. A. Tokarev, M. E. Lamb, R. Palkovitz, R. D. Parke, M. Siegal Was, F. Parsons, A. Booth, J. N. 
Edwards, P. L., Eagle, J. W. Fountain, D. McDonald, K. Daly, M. M. West, M. J. Konner, N. W. 
Townsend, H. Wagatsuma, R. P. Rohner, R. A. Veneziano, K. D. Pruett, W. C. MacKey, E. Kruk, etc.), 
allows to note that the support of the father's pedagogy, has not been sufficiently developed, because 
the focus of all the above-mentioned sources is not on pedagogical aspects. 

According to the authors of the article, despite the common approaches to the interpretation of the 
term "fatherhood" or "fatherhood" (sociological and legal), it can be understood not only as a kinship of 
a man and his child, generating the respective rights and responsibilities. The authors define 
fatherhood as an educational institution, suggesting a pedagogically conscious and an active attitude 
of a father towards his child. 

The article is based on a qualitative historical-sociological analysis of the general systemic crisis of 
masculinity and fatherhood. Its outcome is the authors` conception of scientific and practical support of 
the educational potential of fatherhood in the educational environment. This concept consists of the 
following elements: a new terminological construction, including such terms as "the educational 
potential of fatherhood", "a father-child interaction", "the language of a father-child interaction", "WE-
conception" of a father-child interaction, etc.; a systematic, practice-oriented model of support of the 
educational potential of fatherhood, based on humanistic and ethic values, that is possible to use in a 
wide educational environment (school, kindergarten, other institutions); a fundamental psycho-
diagnostic method of the fatherhood educational potential assessment and evaluation that can be 
used as a tool for monitoring the dynamics of every real "father-child" educational and upbringing 
practice. 
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1 INTRODUCTION  
The Humanities today represent different research views on the issue of family education of the child. 
Among the most burning issues those related to motherhood and fatherhood are particularly 
important. At the same time, the phenomenology of fatherhood is of the greatest interest today. 
Analysis of the Russian and foreign researches in the above-mentioned segment shows that they 
often just state the problem or offer general ideas of psychological support of fatherhood. Modern 
researches of philosophers, sociologists, psychologists and educators that are devoted to the 
problems of fatherhood are actually grouped into the following categories: 

1 Various theoretical basis of the study and interpretation of fatherhood (Ovcharova R. V.[1], 
Butaev V. M.[2], Palkovitz R., Daly K[3], etc.) 

2 Researches of the functions, impact and the role of the father in the family and in the child 
upbringing (Tokarev, Yu. a. [4], With Lippo.In.[5]; Ovcharova R. V., Demchuk N..[6]; E. M. lamb 
[7] Booth A., Edwards J. N. [8], Pruett K. D.[9], West, M. M., Conner, J.[10] R. P. Rohner, R. A. 
Veneziano[11], etc.) 

3 Analysis of the crisis of modern fatherhood and masculinity, and issues of paternal support (Fan 
I. B.[12]; I. S. Kon[13], Rybalko I. V.[14] , MacKey W. C.[15], Kruk E.[16]; etc.) 
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4 Researches of a variety of specific psychological, family and socio - philosophical aspects of 
fatherhood (Borisenko Yu[17], E. V. Krichevsky[18], Townsend N. W.[19], L. P. Eagle[20], D. 
McDonald[21], M. Siegal was[22], Wagatsuma H.[23], etc.) 

It must be noted that the above-mentioned groups are not clearly pedagogical.  "Father's education" 
problems are only mentioned in the pedagogical researches, and the pedagogical development of 
"father's pedagogy", as a rule, is reduced to the family or individual psycho-pedagogical trainings. 
Thus, the fundamental pedagogical research of fatherhood as an educational and pedagogical 
institution still has not been carried out. The complexity of this scientific work is obvious and is 
generated by the ambiguous legal and lexical fixation of the meanings of "fatherhood" in the legislation 
of different countries, ambiguous mental component of the institution of fatherhood in different 
societies, a systemic crisis of fatherhood and masculinity that is a feature of the modern civilization. 

For example, the mental roots and traditions of fatherhood in Russia are ambiguous, as their historical 
continuity was interrupted several times by fundamental tectonic "shifts" in the lifestyle of our society 
(the pre-Peter the Great epoch, the epoch of the Romanovs, the Soviet era and modern Russia). This 
situation is typical for the countries emerging from periods of their political, sexual and other 
revolutions. At the same time, the ambiguity of the definition of traditional reference points for the 
father's pedagogy is associated with a systemic crisis of the family and masculinity, which, according 
to I. S. Kon, creates a crisis of fatherhood [13]. According to O.V. Ignatova, the cause of the crisis of 
fatherhood is the breaking of social stereotypes regarding the dichotomy of "masculinity — femininity" 
and the complexity of social-group structure of society [24]. It is particularly important that the crisis of 
fatherhood, arising from various negative factors of social and spiritual nature, at the same time 
enhances them. The relevance of the research and the support of fatherhood as an educational 
institution is beyond any doubt, but it requires a carefully balanced approach.  

Theoretical analysis of the fatherhood problems in various aspects and in varying degrees of quality 
has been conducted by different psychologists, sociologists and philosophers. However, it is 
necessary to build a reasonable pedagogical system, which will not only allow  to update the problem 
of father's education, but also to provide effective practical advice to overcome the "social 
orphanhood", notorious  father's intertest in their children`s education and other negative aspects. For 
sure, the civilization needs a conceptual construction of a system of realization of educational 
opportunities of fatherhood.  

2 METHODOLOGY 
On the basis of practical experience and the above-mentioned relevance, the authors propose a 
concept of educational potential of fatherhood, which allows to build a scientific research of fatherhood 
as an educational institution. Modeling of this concept was conducted for 4 months from December to 
March of 2017 on the basis of a sociological survey conducted during the mentioned period. Within 4 
months we analyzed the responses of men - fathers from different social and occupational groups, 
representatives of different religions, political orientations, etc. The survey consisted of one 
fundamental question - "What means to be a father". Respondents answered in paper form, social 
networks and the Internet answers, personal conversations. We have interviewed more than 500 
people from several Russian cities (Moscow, Saint-Petersburg, Yekaterinburg, Omsk, Novosibirsk, 
Tyumen, Tobolsk, Salekhard), Germany (Dresden), USA (Chicago), Austria (Vienna). There were 
nearly 2500 answers, and the semantic compilation and classification of them allowed to distinguish 
three main "groups" of answers (Competence and regularity in educational activities; Personal 
qualities, father's ideas about himself and the forms of their manifestation in upbringing; Educational 
motives and values of paternity) and to build a 17 parameters (scales) of fatherhood: Interaction, 
Mentoring and communication, Initiative and interest in the child, Care and Support, Self-analysis, the 
ability to plan educational activities, Development of own educational competences, Tact, respect and 
goodwill towards the child, Empathy and contact, Humanity and Understanding, Awareness, 
responsibility and self-criticism, Authoritarianism, Orientation to public opinion, Prosociality of the 
motive, Happiness of the child, Socialization and competitiveness of the child, The implementation of 
authoritarianism and the "unfulfilled dream", Proximal motivation.  

This interview made it possible to present the model of the educational potential of fatherhood on the 
basis of a synthesis of the statements that fathers gave themselves. The analysis of the works in a 
given phenomenological field, and the answers of fathers have allowed the authors to synthesize and 
to propose the educational concept the educational potential of fatherhood, and to present the main 
provisions of it in this article. 
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3 RESULTS 
The definition of educational potential requires a logical vocabulary argumentation. Fatherhood, 
according to the academic dictionaries, is the kinship between a father and his child, or a 
characteristic of the father, the consciousness of kinship with the children; a feeling experienced by a 
father to his children. According to the encyclopedia of sociology, fatherhood is the rights and 
responsibilities of men in relation to the child arising from consanguineous or legal relationship [25]. 

In the dictionary of sexology, fatherhood is presented as an innate sense which leads men to act 
towards your child with compassionate responsibility [26]. In general, it should be noted that the 
above-mentioned definitions in a particular configuration are found in all other dictionaries – including 
special professional. It turns out that fatherhood, on the one hand reflects the consanguineous 
relationship and the corresponding legal framework. On the other hand, fatherhood is the feeling of the 
father towards the child, which prompts him to raise his child, take care of them, to take responsibility 
for their development, etc. Potential, according to the dictionaries, is the internal capacity.  

Thus, we get the following definition: the educational potential of fatherhood - it is the internal 
resources that allow the father to realize his parental relationship to the child (children) in the process 
of their education. In this context, internal resources are: knowledge and skills, personal qualities, 
motives, attitudes and values that define the goals and nature of the father's education and upbringing. 

3.1 Basic provisions of the concept of the educational potential of fatherhood 
Fatherhood can be understood not only as a kin relationship between a man and his child, which 
generates the corresponding rights and duties, but also as an educational institution (the norm and the 
organizational way of a child`s upbringing), which assumes the parental (paternal awareness of 
himself as a parent) pedagogically realized Role and importance in the upbringing of the child, the 
active (manifested in the parenting interaction) attitude of the father to the child.  The categorization of 
fatherhood as an educational institution allows to concretize the concept of fatherhood and to 
determine the possibilities and ways of supporting it as a socio-pedagogical phenomenon. The 
educational potential of fatherhood presupposes two projections of his measurement: the present, 
when it is in actual readiness ("I know how, but I do not do," or "I can and sometimes do" in relation to 
educational father practices), and the future, forming ("I cannot and I do not, but it's important"). The 
stipulation of conscious, responsible and active paternal education is the realization of the fatherhood 
educational potential embodied in the form of a system of value-based paternal and child interaction in 
the space of educational institutions (schools, institutions of additional education, etc.), based on the 
instrumentation of the "languages" of corporality, science, art, games and traditions, literary text and 
work. 

Support of fatherhood by educational institutions, social services, state institutions is to create on their 
basis the environment for the development and implementation of the educational potential of 
fatherhood (adjusting the "present" and the development of the "future" potential) 

The factor and condition for the realization and simultaneous development of the educational potential 
of fatherhood is the father-child interaction - a direct emotional and communicative interaction, the 
basis of which is empathy. 

An effective pedagogical tool for the educational potential of fatherhood realization is the system of 
"languages" of father-child interaction, which allows to organize the paternal-child interaction in 
concrete and substantial forms-units. This approach defines meanings and the corresponding 
pedagogical "instrumentation" of father-child interaction with the following logic: "language - form - 
value" (for example, "sport-training-health", "literature-reading-sense, "Art-concert-tastes," etc.). 

A significant factor in the realization of the educational potential of fatherhood is the creation of a 
precedent for the primary manifestation of paternal interest in the upbringing of one's child, the primary 
self-esteem of the father as a parent. The proposed system of "languages" of father-child interaction 
can be effective for motivated fathers only.  

Thus the motivation of the fathers is a fundamental pedagogical task, and only its successful solution 
precedes the use of the above-mentioned system of "languages" of paternal-child interaction. The 
noted situation determines the two-level structure of the teacher's activity included in the realization of 
the educational potential of fatherhood. The first level is the activation of the father's interest in the 
upbringing of the child, which requires the teacher's psychological, pedagogical, sociological, cultural 
knowledge, as well as a sufficient level of communicative competence. The second level, presupposes 
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the activities of the teacher to accompany the participation of fathers and their children in the proposed 
system of "languages" of paternal-child interaction. The main "roles" of the teacher in this case are the 
advisory support of the fathers, the organization of the appropriate pedagogical forms of the 
embodiment of the paternal-child interaction through a particular "language" (for example, paternal 
and children's sports events, a literary lounge, work events, etc.). It is also important to monitor the 
effectiveness of the father-child interaction system, ensuring its correct functioning. The resulting 
target for educational, advisory, organizational and motivating work of the teacher is the "We-concept" 
of father-child interaction, based on universal values of respect, cooperation and mutual support. 

Measurement and qualitative assessment of the father's educational potential and the success of its 
implementation should be embodied in the form of a comprehensive diagnosis, necessary for 
development and validation. This diagnostic complex includes methods of interrogation, observation, 
expert evaluation and scientific research of products of activity. A significant guideline for assessing 
the actual realization of father`s upbringing potential is: the measured quality of paternal-child 
relationships, their value-semantic essence and its embodiment in the real behavior of the father-child 
system - in mutual statements, actions and behavioral choices. 

3.2 The content of the educational potential of fatherhood 
The conducted research, synthesis and compilation of the answers of the father's survey showed that 
the educational potential of fatherhood, according to the fathers' own ideas, consists of three basic 
and fundamental components, the authors put in the foundation the design of the methodology for 
assessing the level of its presence and realization - competence and regularity of the father in 
educational activities; personal qualities, father's ideas about himself and the forms of their 
manifestation in upbringing; educational motives and values of fatherhood : 

Table 1.  The example of content of the educational potential of fatherhood assessing methodology 
(competence and regularity of the father in educational activities). 

Scale Description 

Competence and regularity in educational activities of father 

Interaction  the level of intensity of interaction between father and child 

mentoring and communication  the level of "authority" of the father, the frequency of his 
dialogue with the child 

Initiative and interest in the child  the level of realization of participation in the life of the child 

care and support  the level of active concern for the child, (embodied in 
diseases situations, learning difficulties or relationships with 
peers, etc.) 

Introspection, ability to plan 
educational activities 

the level of the father's specific and perceived plans for the 
child upbringing 

educational competence  The level of self development of the father as a parent, 
ability to perceive councils and attend professional 
pedagogical consultations 

The resulting three-part model of the educational potential of fatherhood is the basis of the 
multidimensional diagnostic methodology, which is currently being tested and validated, after which it 
will be presented (late 2017-early 2018) to the scientific and pedagogical community as a real tool for 
assessing and developing this potential (many questions of the completed questionnaire have a 
formative and motivating nature). It should be noted that despite the forming work, educational 
conferences for fathers, the wide resonance of the questionnaire in society (a motivational video about 
the poll, received a few thousand views in one month), filling in the questionnaire causes emotional 
difficulties for respondents. As the respondents note, this is due to the formative aspect of the survey. 
Because of many options for father's participation in the life of his child, proposed in the questionnaire, 
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most of the fathers fix the fact of their low efficiency and the need to expand the ways of interaction 
with their children. 

4 CONCLUSIONS 
Understanding of fatherhood as an educational institution, the use of the system of father-child 
interaction on the basis of educational institutions and monitoring the effectiveness of the 
implementation and development of the educational potential of fathers is a complex task. This task 
can be real in a case of the teacher's appropriate competence. The practice of supporting fatherhood 
can occur not only in the form of a training group or individual psychological and psychoanalytic work. 
The concept offered by the authors is applied for use in schools and institutions of additional education 
- music schools, creative studios, sports schools and so on. This concept embodies the vision of a 
long formative work with a group of fathers and can be very effective. The question is how much the 
value of fatherhood is realized at the level of instances that make management decisions and how 
much the need for fatherly participation in the upbringing of children is realized within each family. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
The authors are grateful to the Tyumen State University, the academic staff of the department of 
theory and methodology of social and educational research and its leader - academician 
Zagvyazinskiy V.I., the staff of the department of General and Social Pedagogy and its leader - 
Professor Emelyanova I.N. for supporting our research. The authors are also grateful to the 
association of the family sports and physical education of the Tyumen region, to the schools № 49 and 
№ 67, and also to the martial arts club "ATARI" and Kudo Federation of Tyumen region for providing a 
great platform for interaction with the fathers in the framework of the practical part of ongoing 
research. 

REFERENCES  
[1] Ovcharova R.V. MAIN CONCEPTS OF THE CONCEPT OF "PARENTS". Social pedagogy in 

Russia. Scientific and methodical journal. 2011. № 4. P. 82-88. 

[2] Butaev M.V. FATHERHOOD AS A SOCIAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL PROBLEM. Proceedings of 
the Saratov University. New episode. Series: Philosophy. Psychology. Pedagogy. 2012. T. 12. 
№ 2. P. 7-10. 

[3] Palkovitz R., Daly K. Eyeing the edges: theoretical considerations of work and family for fathers 
in midlife development / R. Palkovitz, K. Daly // Fathering. - 2004. - № 10. 

[4] Tokareva Yu. A. FATHERHOOD: THE PROBLEM OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
EDUCATIONAL FUNCTION. Social Sciences. 2012. № 3. P. 145-151. 

[5] Posokhova S.T., Lippo S.V., Manerov R.V. THE PATTERN OF THE FATHER AND THE SELF-
ACTUALIZATION OF THE PERSON. Bulletin of St. Petersburg University. Series 12. 
Psychology. Sociology. Pedagogy. 2008. № 3. P. 23-30. 

[6] Ovcharova R.V., Demchuk N.A. INVESTIGATION OF PSYCHOLOGICAL READINESS OF 
YOUNG PEOPLE TO FATHERHOOD Bulletin of Kurgan State University. Series: Natural 
Sciences. 2006. № 6. P. 68-72. 

[7] Lamb, M. E. Noncustodial fathers and their children. In C.S. Tamis-LeMonda & N. Cabrera 
(Eds.), Handbook of father involvement: Multidisciplinary perspectives (pp. 169-184).  Mahwah, 
NJ: Erlbaum, 2002. 

[8] Booth A., Edwards J.N. Fathers: The invisible parent / A. Booth, J. N. Edwards // Sex Roles. - 
1980. - V. 6. - № 3. 

[9] Pruett K. D. Fathers do not mother // Fatherneed: Why father care is as essential as mother 
care for your child. New York: Broadway Books, 2001. 

[10] West M. M., Konner M.J. The role of the father: anthropological perspective / M. M. West, M. J. 
Konner // The role of the father in child development. - N. Y. - 1976. - P. 197. 

10218



[11] Rohner R. P., Veneziano R. A. The importance of father love: History and contemporary 
evidence // Review of General Psychology. 2001. Vol. 5. № 4. P. 382–405. 

[12] Fan I.B. TRADITIONAL FATHERHOOD: BETWEEN POLITICAL UTOPY AND REALITY. In the 
book: Sustainable Development of Russia: Challenges, Risks, Strategies, materials of the XIX 
International Scientific and Practical Conference: to the 25th anniversary of the Humanitarian 
University. 2016. P. 157-160. 

[13] Kon I.S. "A Man in a Changing World" (Moscow: Vremya, 2009. 495 p.). 

[14] Rybalko I.V. TRANSFORMATION OF FATHERHOOD IN MODERN RUSSIA. Thesis for the 
degree of candidate of sociological sciences / Saratov State Technical University. Gagarina 
Yu.A. Saratov, 2006. 

[15] MacKey W. C. American father: Biocultural and developmental aspects. NY, 1996 

[16] Kruk E. Divorce and Disengagement: Patterns of Fatherhood Within and Beyond Marriage / E. 
Kruk. - Halifax: Femwood, 1993. - 138 pp. 

[17] Borisenko Yu.V. TO THE QUESTION OF PERSONAL DETERMINANTS OF PARTICIPATION: 
FATHERHOOD AND MASKULINNOST. Bulletin of the Kemerovo State University. 2015. No. 2-
1 (62). Pp. 112-118. 

[18] Krichevskaya E.V. HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL REPRESENTATIONS OF THE ROLE OF 
THE FATHER IN THE RUSSIAN FAMILY TRADITION. The dissertation author's abstract on 
competition of a scientific degree of the candidate of pedagogical sciences / Russian State 
Pedagogical University. A.I. Herzen. St. Petersburg, 2009, 19 p. 

[19] Townsend N.W. The Package Deal: Marriage, Work and Fatherhood in Men's Lives / N.W. 
Townsend. - Philadelphia: Temple University press, 2002. - 248 pp. 

[20] Eagle P. L. Is there a father instinct? Fathers responsibility for children. Report for Population 
Council / P. L. Eagle. - N. Y. - 1994. 

[21] McDonald D. The interweave of fathers' daily work experiences and fathering behaviors / D. 
McDonald // Fathering Fall. - 2004. 

[22] Siegal M. Are sons and daughters treated more differently by fathers than by mothers? / M. 
Siegal // Developmental Review. - 1987. - № 7. - P. 183-209. 

[23]  Wagatsuma H. Some aspects of the contemporary Japanese family: Once confucian, now 
fatherless? // Daedalus. 1977. Vol. 106. № 2. P. 181–210. 

[24]  Ignatova O.V. "CRIME OF FATHERHOOD" AS AN INDICATOR OF GENDER ASYMMETRY. 
Actual problems of psychological knowledge. 2010. № 2. P. 50-57. 

[25] Sociology: Encyclopedia / Comp. AA Gritsanov, VL Abushenko, GM Evelkin, GN Sokolova, OV 
Tereschenko. - Minsk: Interpresservice; The Book House, 2003. - 1312 p. 

[26]  Dictionary of sexology terms online. URL: http: //www.medlinks.ru/dictionaries.php? Dic = 
dicsex & dic_tid __ = & dic_tid = 597 & dic_ltr =% CE, (circulation date is April 18, 2017). 

10219




