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Abstract 
This paper is devoted to one of the most important problem in foreign language teaching and learning 
– forming and maintaining motivation by vocational education at non-linguistic faculties. 

Some research was made to find out what are the reasons for losing motivation in foreign language 
training, why some students will not study foreign language and have to break off study completely. 

The fundamental question was how to prevent it. The conclusion was that it would be necessary to 
search for some new methods, which can give students an additional stimulus to further foreign 
language study. 

The students in question study German as a professional foreign language. The foreign language 
training develops communicative competence mostly in professional area. But this is not enough for 
sustaining motivation. So it was decided to research some ways for developing communicative skills. 

The first stage of research was devoted to the problem of increasing motivation. The modern teaching 
and learning technologies were thoroughly studied. One of the research outcomes was a possibility to 
maintain the motivation through some kind of extracurricular activity. The students were interviewed to 
find out what interests them besides the compulsory program. Most of the students answered that it 
would be interesting to get acquainted with foreign culture. They also noted they were ready to 
develop such projects, which are connected with collaboration and creativity. So the conclusion was 
made, that the best way to meet all the suggestion is to organize a project working based on 
collaboration where the main point is the “German culture”. So it was decided to create some cultural 
events devoted to specific aspects of German culture. 

The second stage of experiment was to organize project working for preparing such events. The main 
goals were the following: 

• developing team working skills; 

• extending the intercultural knowledge about Germany and its culture; 

• increasing motivation for the further German language study. 

During the last two years, three events were organized, which are described in detail in the article, and 
some positive results were achieived. 

The research allowed us to come to the following conclusions. 

1 Extracurricular activities assist the students in developing team-working skills. 

2 Students have a possibility to learn more about German and its culture. 

3 Such projects help students develop the main competences, such as: communicative 
competence, social competence and intercultural competence. 

This research seems to break new ground for further studies in the field of extracurricular activities in 
foreign language studies. 

Keywords: Extracurricular activities, foreign language training, project working, motivation, 
collaborative work. 

1 INTRODUCTION  
The main problem of education has always been how to teach better and more efficient. Such problem 
exists in modern education too. Higher education is no exception in this connection. The weak link is 
teaching foreign languages at non-linguistic faculties. Why? Because of motivation lack. The students 
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at linguistic faculties have chosen linguistic as their main subject. That is why they are motivated and 
interested in this field and they study willingly. It is different in the case with those students whose 
subject is other than linguistic. In Russia, foreign language is a compulsory subject at all the higher 
educational institutions. The students can choose a language in most cases. However, not always. 
Sometimes they have to study a language, which is offered by dean’s office. Besides, not all the 
students have an aptitude for foreign languages and, because of this fact, they cannot do well in this 
subject. As for the MGIMO-University, the students are obliged to study two foreign languages. 
English language is compulsory for all of them as the first or the second foreign language. The 
students in question study German as the first foreign language. The focal point of foreign language 
training is developing competences mostly in professional area according to the professional 
standards of higher education in Russian federation. The faculties of the university are non-linguistic, 
but the future profession of the students will deal with intercultural communication because of their 
specialties, such as School of International Relations (Diplomacy), School of International Law, School 
of International Economic Relations, School of International Journalism, School of International 
Business and Business Administration and others. 

The students are interested in their main subjects in the first place and some of them regard foreign 
languages as question of secondary importance. That is why they are losing motivation and do not 
want to study foreign languages. In some cases, they even have to break off their study at the 
university in spite of the fact that they do well in other subjects, which have more to do with their 
profession. 

This situation gave reasons to concern with solving this problem. It was decided to search for some 
new methods and approaches, which can increase motivation and prevent losing interest in foreign 
language training. 

2 METHODOLOGY 
“Doing pedagogic research means using various research methods to understand and investigate our 
teaching practice and how best to enhance students’ learning.” [3] 
In our research, we took in account the above-mentioned statement and tried to search for the best 
ways of motivating student at nonlinguistic faculties to study foreign languages. 

Our research was divided in some studies, which will be described below. 

At initial stage, we decided to talk to the students and to learn the main reasons for reducing 
motivation. The results of such conversations were the following. The most part of the student said 
that they realized the importance of studying foreign language. Some of them thought they would not 
use it in their future profession. Almost all of them said it would be interesting not only to study foreign 
language for professional purposes but also to get acquainted with foreign culture. But it is impossible 
to integrate the elements of getting acquainted with cultural aspects into classes because of the 
limited credit hours and the necessity to fulfill the academic program. So it was decided to create 
some activities outside the curriculum. Such possibility was also discussed with the students and the 
most of them accepted our idea. 

The second stage of our research was to such for such a method, which could improve the situation 
and increase motivation. We have studied methods based on the contemporary educational 
anthropocentric paradigm. Modern education philosophy relies on the ideas of developing personality, 
so it is necessary to find out such ways, which give the possibility for the person to show her/his worth 
and to enhance foreign language training at the same time. We needed such method, which would 
meet the requirements of modern education. 

We have studied such “popular” educational technologies as case study, problem oriented games, 
brainstorming, collaboration work in small groups, project working. After analyzing these technologies, 
we decided to try project working. The reasons were the following. 

Firstly, projects can involve all the students so each person can use not only her/his German language 
knowledge but also the personal experience in team-working activities. 

Secondly, the student get a possibility to develop team-working skills and show how it is possible to 
apply them to foreign language training. 
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Thirdly, one feels free to choose the theme of project. Therefore, it can be a historical one, a cultural 
one, something dealing with modern life in German speaking countries and so on. That is a good 
possibility to enhance motivation for the further German language study. 

Fourthly, such work can be extended for a relatively long period. It is important because student have 
to work hard and they must have enough time to prepare for the presentation of project results. 

Fifthly, the students can choose any form of presentation they like. It is convenient because it gives 
them a possibility to demonstrate their best features. 
So it was decided to create some cultural events as a result of project working. 

The third stage was the project itself. The whole project work lasted for six weeks. The project stage 
was divided in following sub-stages: choice of subject, building teams, team collaborative working, 
presentation project working results. 

The work began with the choice of project theme. It took about a week. We have done already three 
projects during last three years and each time there were different themes. All of them were discussed 
with the students and with the colleagues and improved by them. The following themes were chosen: 
for the first project – “Outstanding German composers”, for the second project – “German fairy tales 
and legends”, for the third one – “Good old Schwank”. 

At the second stage, which lasted for one more week, some teams were built to work together. Each 
team was free to choose its own presentation subject within the chosen theme. Let us give some 
examples. The student chose for the first project such personalities as W.A. Mozart, I.S. Bach, L.V. 
Beethoven, G. Mahler, C. Orff. As for the second project, they chose the fairy tales by Brothers Grimm 
and some German legends. For the third Project some Schwanks about Schuldbürger, Münchhausen 
and Till Eulenspiegel were chosen. 

After choosing the subject, the students had to decide in which form they would present the results of 
their work. That was the beginning of the next sub-stage in project working. The tasks within each 
group were given according to final goal. For example. For the project “Outstanding German 
composers” the following presentation forms were chosen: a dramatization, a Power Point 
presentation, a film. For the last two projects were chosen dramatizations because it was interesting 
for all the students. 

The third stage lasted four weeks. It was the main stage of the project and the longest one. At the 
beginning of the stage, each student was given her/his own task. For example. In case of presentation 
the following tasks were given: searching for information concerning to a composer, selecting of the 
most interesting information, Power Point design and preparation, choosing of a musical composition, 
searching for illustrations, developing a scenario. As for dramatization, the tasks were the following: 
adaptation of a work, casting, stage design, searching for a music background, searching and design 
of suitable costumes. 

The final sub-stage of project working was the cultural event itself. The first of three events we have 
had for two last years was devoted to famous composers. The only condition was that each group 
would present a different one. It was interesting to observe how the student had interpreted the 
chosen theme. Each teams had limited time for presentation. Because of it they could not tell about 
the whole life of a composer. All of them managed to solve the problem. Here are some examples. In 
the scene about W.A. Mozart they concentrated on his relationship with his father and his sister. 
Another team has shot a film about J.S. Bach. The scenario was made by the students. The story was 
about the process of composing. The students had studied some books of Bach’s life and had chosen 
the most interesting episodes. It was a good possibility for the others to learn how some great musical 
work by J.S. had been created. After studying information about L.V. Beethoven the students decided 
to tell about his relationship with J.W. Goethe. They told briefly about his masterpieces, about his love 
of freedom and his freethinking. The culmination of the narration was the famous episode of the only 
meeting of two geniuses after which they never met again. Another group told about G. Mahler in 
connection with modern music trends. They made it on form of a Power Point presentation 
accompanied by passages of Mahler’s masterpieces. For the scene about C. Orff was chosen his 
masterpiece “Carmina Burana” The most surprising for the students was to learn that they had already 
heard some pieces (for example on Michael Jackson’s CDs) but they had never thought that a 
German composer had created them. It was a real discovery for most of the audience. 

The next event was a concert with the main point German folklore. The title of the concert was 
“Heinzelmännchen search for the new homeland”. Unlike the first one the scenes were united by the 
Heinzelmännchen – race of gnomes from Cologne created by the Cologne teacher Ernst Weyden in 
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1826. They are said to do all the work for the Cologne citizens and the people in Cologne become 
very lazy. But one night a tailor’s wife wanted to see who does all the work. The Heinzelmännchen 
were infuriated and left the city of Gologne. They decided to find a new homeland. So our 
“Heinzelmännchen” were travelling through Germany and simultaneously through the world of German 
fairy tales. They find themselves in different fairy tales and legends and discuss if they can stay here 
or there. One students team play the roles of “Heinzelmännchen”, the others performed the chosen 
fairy tales. The “Heinzelmännchen” came across the characters of the following fairy tales and 
legends: “Rumpelstilzchen”, “Schlaraffenland’, “Cinderella”, “Mother Holle (Old Mother Frost)”, “Snow-
White and Rose-Red” and “Town Musicians of Bremen”. The “Heinzelmännchen” had a most difficult 
task. To make the performance interesting for all the students they were asked not to tell to another 
teams what they were preparing. Only “Heinzelmännchen” knew it because they had to connect all the 
dramatizations in such a way, as it was a completed piece. It is worth saying that they managed it 
brilliantly. As for the other pieces, not all of them corresponded with the historical background of 
originally fairy tales. Some of them were hard to recognize because the characters acted in up-to-date 
situations. This experience was taken in account by the preparation for the next event. 

The subject of the last performance was Schwank – a medieval literary genre. It was chosen to 
acquaint the students with a piece of German history. The condition was to keep up with the medieval 
atmosphere. During the preparation, students read some books of Schwanks about Shildbürger, 
Baron Munchausen Till Eulenspiegel and Dr. Johann Georg Faust. It was a good opportunity to learn 
more about German literature. For example, many students thought that Dr. Faust had been invented 
by J.W. Goethe and were surprised to know that this person was a main character of a Schwank. The 
concert was divided in four acts according to main characters. There were three funny pieces of 
Schildbürger (English analogue is Wise Men of Gotham), one piece about Baron Munchausen, one 
story about Till Eulenspiegel and two interpretation of Dr. Faust story. Each dramatization was based 
on an original story but was rewrited by the students. The reason was that originally stories were 
written in old German language which is difficult to understand. It was a good experience for the 
students to try to create such stories. Not all the teams wanted to observe the rules. In some pieces 
we could see characters from other literary works. For example, Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson 
acted in a Schwank about Schildbürger. They got in medieval town of Schilda and investigated a real 
case which was mentioned in the original Schwank. But the most of performances were true to 
originally works. The teams also used musical fragments and Power Point presentation to brighten up 
their performances. So they connected the old literary genre with the new technologies and shown 
that a good literary work remains so at all times. 

3 RESULTS 
It was important for us to understand if such work had been efficient for increasing motivation, 
developing key competences such as collaborative skills and expanding horizon of students 
concerning German culture. To get some feedback we decided to interview the participants. We made 
a questionnaire in which we asked the students to express their opinion about the events. The first 
question was how they had found the project working as a possible extracurricular organization form. 
We asked to allocate points from “1” (the least) to “5” The average point was “4.2”. It allowed us to 
conclude that we had chosen the right organization form. The second question was: “Was the subject 
interesting for you?” 90% the students answered “yes”. The third question was about the skills, which 
the students had managed to develop during the project work. Almost all the students (96%) noted 
that such a work develops collaborative skills. 46% answered they had develop their creative abilities. 
15% wrote they had realized that they could be good directors and moderators. The first question was 
if the students wanted to continue this work. All of the students (100%) answered “yes”. At last, we 
asked the students to suggest some themes for the future projects. The following subjects were 
suggested: “Great events in German history”, “German traditions”, “Classical literature”, “German 
cinema”, “German stereotypies” and some others. 

4 CONCLUSIONS 
The research we have been doing during the last two years allows making the following conclusions. 

1 It is worth developing team-working skills not only within compulsory program but in 
extracurricular work. Project work helps students to realize better, how they can apply their 
knowledge and abilities. 
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2 Students have to read additional information concerning the subject. It is a good possibility to 
learn more about German and its culture. 

3 Such projects help students develop the main competences. They can develop their 
communicative competence because they use their knowledge of German language in their 
work. They develop their social competence because such a work requires special collaboration 
skill and can be hardly done without it. Besides, the students have a possibility to develop their 
intercultural competence. During the project work they get acquainted with the specific features 
of other culture. 

This research seems to give a clear perspective for further investigations. It seems also to break new 
ground for further studies in the field of extracurricular activities in foreign language studies. 
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