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Abstract 
A refugee is somebody who has been forced to flee his country because of persecution, war or 
violence. A refugee has a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 
political opinion or membership in a particular group. Mostly, they cannot return their home country or 
are afraid to do so. War and ethnic, tribal and religious violence are leading causes of refugees fleeing 
their countries. Since 2011, more than 5 million refugees have fled Syria. In 2016, from an estimated 
pre-war population of 22 million, the United Nations (UN) identified 13.5 million Syrians requiring 
humanitarian assistance, of which more than 6 million are internally displaced within Syria. Around 6 
million are refugees outside of Syria- asked resettlement countries to open their doors to new 
refugees. Mostly they –either passed through via Turkey or fully settled in Turkey. 

Today, young refugees -approximately one million refugees- in Turkey are aged between 15 and 24. 
Turkey’s asylum framework provides a broad range of rights and entitlements including access to 
education, health care and social services for asylum-seekers and refugees. While refugees and 
asylum-seekers increased access to services provided through the public systems, the capacity of the 
existing infrastructure and personnel, including in hospitals and schools, is stretched. Mainly in 
education field, gap was deeper. Refugee children specially age from 9 to11 -which may have 
considered now as in Primary Grades- are the generation which were born in their own home 
countries. According to the UN Refugee Agency,  Refugees children are five times more likely to 
be out of school than their non-refugee peers. Only 2.9 million of the 6.4 million refugees of school-
age were enrolled in primary or secondary education in 2016. More than half of them -- 3.5 million -- 
did not go to school. When they enter in a new country, they need to learn new culture, new language; 
need to survive in a new learning field in their schools. But in Turkish Education System, not in each 
city, they could get separate classes for their special needs. They just inserted up to their ages, not up 
to their knowledge’s. 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees published on 31 Aug 2018 that:  Close to 4 million refugees in 
Turkey continues to be home to the world’s largest refugee population. Main locations, almost 50 
percent of all refugees in Turkey are registered mainly in four key provinces: Gaziantep, Hatay, 
Istanbul and Sanliurfa. In these places with the help of international organizations, they have camps, 
hospitals and language schools in different levels. The rest of the country even it is not highly 
dominated by refugees, still need to be cared differently. Because at the age of early education and 
primary level, they should not directly mixed with locals -up to age- as they do in Turkish schools. 

In this study 150- 4th grade students and 120- 3rd grade students (from locals + refugees) has been 
watched and studied during their art lessons, half a year in Eskisehir. It is an average city example 
which can be a random sample of other cities in Turkey, which are not in these four main provinces. 
Afghan, Uzbek but mostly Syrian Primary Students artworks; shapes, colours, feelings and ideas has 
been examined. By the help of this study we will try to find out what are the effects of being new in a 
different learning field for refugees in Turkey. How they are showing their ideas and feelings via their 
paintings; are they really sitting 'in' the classrooms or are they already getting lost in time and space? 
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1 REFUGEE 
The word ‘refugee’ is used for a person who has been forced to flee his or her country. Reason can be 
persecution, war or violence. A refugee has a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, 
religion, nationality, political opinion or membership in a particular social or political group. Mostly, they 
cannot return their home country or are afraid to return. War and ethnic, tribal and religious violence 
are leading causes of refugees fleeing their countries. Two-thirds of all refugees worldwide come from 
just five countries: Syria, Afghanistan, South Sudan, Myanmar and Somalia.( UN Refugee Agency) 
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Especially in recent years, due to the increasing economic and regional power, Turkey has become a 
centre of attraction for regular and irregular migration movements. Given all these factors, migration, 
Turkey's economy, immigration, economic, socio-cultural and demographic structure has a profound 
influence on public order and safety. Because of Its geographical and strategic location, Turkey is a 
new home to millions of immigrants.  Throughout history such massive migration movements including 
asylum made Turkey was the final stop of the transactions or a passage. Since April 2011, more than 
5 million refugees have fled Syria. In 2016, from an estimated pre-war population of 22 million, the 
United Nations (UN) identified 13.5 million Syrians requiring humanitarian assistance, of which now-is 
more than 6 million are internally displaced within Syria. That means around 6 million refugees are 
outside of Syria- asked resettlement countries to open their doors to them. Due to the civil unrest in 
Syria between from April 2011 till March 2019, approximately 3.6 million people in Turkey's 
supervision. According to the UN Refugee Agency statistics in Turkey: 

• Refugees children are five times more likely to be out of school than their non-refugee peers. 

• Only 2.9 million of the 6.4 million refugees of school-age were enrolled in primary or secondary 
education in 2016. More than half of them -- 3.5 million -- did not go to school. 

• Primary education enrolment for refugees increased from 50 percent in 2015 to 61 percent in 
2016, in large part due to improvements for Syrian refugee children thanks to increased 
international efforts and measures taken by host governments.(15) 

Today, young refugees -approximately one million refugees- in Turkey are aged between 15 and 24. 
Turkey’s asylum framework provides a broad range of rights and entitlements including access to 
education, health care and social services for asylum-seekers and refugees. While refugees and 
asylum-seekers increased access to services provided through the public systems, the capacity of the 
existing infrastructure and personnel, including in hospitals and schools, is stretched. Mainly in 
education field, gap was deeper. Refugee children specially age from 9 to11 -which may have 
considered now as in Primary Grades- are the generation which were born in their own home 
countries. in Turkish Education System, not in each city, they could get separate classes for their 
special needs. They just inserted refugees up to their ages, not up to their knowledge’s. But still 
Research of Syrian children- who are unable to access to the right level while restarting the school- 
has much more risk of abuse and mistreatment, post-traumatic stress disorder symptoms (anxiety, 
stress and despair, such as their physical and psychological development) than others. They fail to 
complete their development if they never enter any school at all. To get rid of becoming a lost 
generation of Syrian children, Turkey's long-term educational policies requires to develop (UNICEF, 
2016, s. 1) According to the official reports of 2015 -GIGM, Turkey has 625.000 children, whom are 
under the age of high education.(14) 

2 OUR DOCKETS 
At all ages, when we met new people, we prefer using dockets automatically. To feel safe in everyday 
changing world to organise our thinking. We give them titles, labels and names. It’s in our daily way of 
thinking. People categorizes us and we categorize them- knowingly or unknowingly. We learn from the 
first day on, what is dangerous for us what is good, what is harmful what is trustable. Up to these 
information we all grow up with the knowledge of what we should like and what we should not; how to 
behave proper in a community. In the end we hardly trust our decisions without realising they are not 
really ours. It’s like learning new language, we put sticker labels all over with their names written on it: 
Good, bad, rood, kind, wise, like family, father, mother, cousin, relatives, neighbours, colleagues, 
outsider, immigrant, expatriate, assailant, incomer. Like we all get through a learning procedure about 
ourselves; either we are strong or weak, hardworking or lazy we also get comments and guidance  
about others in a society which are around us. We learn not only how to feel also what to feel about 
ourselves and others. Putting labels and dockets may be not always so bad, giving names to our 
experiences and feelings. Children needs parents to learn how to perceive themselves and their 
feelings and world around them. What they have to be careful about, what is their strongest part in 
their character. Sure it makes us easier also to generalize people and things around us to live with 
them. Like organizing them in different files. But what makes them problematic is, to limit ourselves 
and others only with this dockets. 

Children while they learn their mother language they get also the expressions, impressions, mimics 
and body language. We are filling the words, with feelings. Refugee as a word- is carrying more than 
7 letters – foreigner too. All languages has many alternatives for incomers, immigrants, newcomers, 
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assailants, but it depends which ways kids learning. It has to be away from prejudice and open for new 
experiences. 

3 POT LEAKS OUT WHATEVER İS İN  
Kids while they express themselves by speaking, by playing and by drawing, they show whatever they 
keep inside. Even if they are shy, or active, local or foreigner, they put whatever inside of them on the 
paper while they draw. On this study, primary school students have been watched during 6 months 
while their visual art courses. Compared with the similar aged group locals and other nationalities 
which are present in the study- according to their colour selections, their paper usage, their images 
which they prefer to draw in and distances between each other. Art considered as more important than 
language- when there is not any communicational way. The progression of drawings that children 
make over a period of time can show significant growth and development, as well as determine 
academic capabilities and skills characteristic of their developmental level (Brittain & Lowenfeld, 
1987). According to Lowenfeld, children begin their drawing process as early as they can physically 
hold a drawing utensil. From their first attempts at a drawing, consisting of random marks and lines, to 
their first representational drawing, children are making efforts to communicate to the world around 
them and establish meaning through the images they create (Brittain & Lowenfeld, 1987). It is through 
their drawings that children express the views and interpretations of their experiences. 

4 WHAT WE DİD 
In this study a primary school has been selected randomly. (Random because in the city all primary 
and secondary schools has different quantities of refugees). 150- 4th grade students and 120- 3rd 
grade students (from locals + refugees) have been watched and studied during their art lessons, half a 
year in Eskisehir. It is an average city example which can be a random sample of other cities in 
Turkey, which is not in one of most crowded cities. Afghan, Uzbek but mostly Syrian Primary Students 
artworks; shapes, colours, feelings and ideas has been examined.  

Subjects which has been studied: 

- Home 
- Family 
- Peace 
- Picnic 
- My dream job 
- My room 
- My mother 
- Forest Saviour 
- My Hero 

5 RESULTS 
In this study 150- 4th grade students and 120- 3rd grade students (from locals + refugees total 270 
primary school students from the same school in Eskisehir/TURKEY have been examined. We have 
found out about Syrian refugee student’s drawings: 

- % 70 very small figures-non coloured 
- % 10 small unclear figures – dark coloured 
- % 10 medium size figures and red coloured 
- % 10 large figures and colourful 

Students have prepared their drawings  

- % 60 on the left down corner  
- % 20 in the left up corner 
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- % 10 in the middle 
- % 10 in the right end down 

Students have preferred dimensions of head 

- % 60 smaller than class friends 
- % 25 same as class friends 
- % 15 bigger than class friends 

Students have drawn mouth  

- % 70 very small mouth 
- % 25 no mouth 
- % 5 big mouth 

Students have drawn eyes  

- % 70 very big eyes no detailed 
- % 20 big eyes with colour 
- % 5 small eyes  
- % 5 no eyes 

Students have drawn nose  

- % 50 very small 
- % 20 no nose 
- % 18 with big nose 
- % 12 very big and dominating nose 

Students have drawn hands 

- % 70 very small hands 
- % 20 very long armed and big 
- % 10 no hands 

The interpretation of basic children drawing  

Section on the white A4 page : The location of the drawing on the A4 page is related to the symbolism 
of the space. We associate the lower sector with depression and apathy; the highest sector to 
expansive imagination and idealism. The left sector can represent fixation and obsession with the past 
or regressive tendencies. The right sector of the page has been related to the future, goals or 
expectations of the infant. 

Shading and Coloring in Page: If the whole body is shaded and darkly colored this indicates anxiety. If 
a particular part is shaded and intensive colored is used, that can be a touch of an anxiety and it is 
associated with this part of the body. The student, who tends to distort the shape or more when 
shading it, is found more often in children who are anxiety and lack of trust, safety and  compatibility 
with their environments. Pen pressure reflect the muscle tension plus, the weight. It can depend on the 
material too. The light of the degree lines indicates the level of energy and tension of the child, is 
common in boys' drawings rather than girls' drawings reflect the rush. Boys has more hurry, less 
patience and care than girls- in our group. 

Drawing a very big figures: Usually students who prefer huge drawings indicate aggression and 
overactive. Children who don’t adept well tend to draw, exaggerated person, animal and plant figures.  

Drawing a very tiny figures: Basically small drawings of human shows, feelings of incompetence, 
shame, shyness, fear and depressive.  

Head: If the child enlarges and exaggerates the head, very big and improper, this indicates that his/her 
ego is inflating. Children are normally, draw the head suitable for the total body.  
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Mouth: Children's who talk a lot more, loud and aggressively, they paint a very large mouth with large 
size sharp, big teeth as if they were always willing to cut, eat and consume. Normally children prefer to 
draw the appropriate size of the mouth for the body.  

Eyes: Disturbed children, who feel they were being watched or controlled by others, often draw large 
eyes, with skeptical face impression and eyes view. As for those who prefer to draw the eye round, in 
the form of small circles, this indicates the dependence and the shallowness of emotion, similarly the 
deletion of the eyes of human, that is an evidence of an unwillingness to mix with others.  

Nose: Children who are self-harmonious supporters draw the nose appropriate to the body, but 
emphasizing the nose holes and enlarging a lot indicates mostly their inner aggression. 

Hands: Stretching hands out indicate of a desire to connect to the environment or other persons or a 
willingness to help and interact. Large hand found in children's drawing of those who steal. And  small 
hands indicate the emotions associated with insecurity and helplessness. Also the disabled child and 
abusive one may always forget to draw hands. Or not prefers.(7) 

6 CONCLUSIONS 
In this research, the main approach was to verify whether the drawings of children have a strong 
relation to both communication and cognitive, social, and emotional developments. The developmental 
stages of drawing and how children‘s drawings are interpreted or understood have been highlighted. 
This research has been carried out taking into account this aim. 

Refugee children in primary school level has been examined by many artistically ways. There is no 
doubt in such a study, there are many unknown, uncontrollable and ‘difficult to discover‘ personal data 
about students- actually they may be stay under their privacy. But still knowing them personally during 
this study, watching their rhythm, joy and motivation while they are drawing, has similar importance. 
This work took place via visual arts lesson- in a leisure atmosphere and paintings read by the school 
psychology service teacher together. 

By the help of this study we will try to find out what are the effects of being new in a different learning 
field for refugees in Turkey. How they are showing their ideas and inner feelings via their paintings; 
are they really sitting 'in' the classrooms or are they already getting lost in time and space… And yes 
unfortunately we have a conclusion that refugee children need special care and education strategies 
so urgent in order to catch their same –age friends. They should learn language where they are and 
stay in class where they belong. Because in this conditions they are mentally-not in the classrooms. 
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