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Abstract 
One of important manifestations of globalization is the wide dissemination of popular culture (especially, 
films and TV series), which ignores political, economic and cultural boundaries. 

The transparency of borders is conditioned by Internet which allows one and the same popular model 
or story to become a universal cultural keynote, understandable in its basic elements to all content 
consumers regardless of race nation or cultural traits. 

On the other hand, attention and understanding of students during the classes are in crisis today. From 
the autor's point of view, one of the ways to improve the quality of knowledge transferring during the 
classes is to refer to cultural codes and symbols well known for student audience. 

Providing examples from popular culture allows the lecturer to solve at least two ambivalent tasks:  

1 to explain the theoretical model on a specific example;  
2 to identify from a particular popular case a theoretical component which can enhance students' 

understanding and explanation of the surrounding reality as well as to increase the attention of 
the student audience to the taught material. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
Modern universities face a number of problems caused by the spirit of time and the influence it has on 
all spheres of human existence. The questions of modernity are not new in their essence for any authors 
who raise them, however, conditions, factors and processes that they connect with the idea of 
"modernity" can vary. On the other hand, we shouldn’t forget about all the subjective criteria of such 
selection used by researchers. 

While discussing the problems of higher education and its teaching methods, it is necessary to identify 
several key points that affect the process of interaction in class between the teacher and students. From 
our point of view, the key factors that need to be identified are: 1) mass culture, the most striking 
manifestation of which is pop culture; 2) the Internet – as a tool to overcome the temporal and spatial 
boundaries of human interaction; 3) clip thinking which is derived from the above factors but eventually 
becomes an independent daily life process for millions of people. These key factors are the cornerstones 
of modern civilization – or what is usually considered civilization, civilizedness as a generally accepted 
idea. 

2 METHODOLOGY 
Modern society is not homogeneous. According to the traditional periodization of human history by the 
level of technological development, we are now in the stage of post-industrial society. However, among 
many other characteristics we would like to pay closer attention to cultural processes. 

A little less than a century ago, Jose Ortega y Gasset in his work “Revolt of the Masses gave one of the 
first characteristics for the masses, mass society and mass culture in the conditions of industrial type of 
production [1]. If we try to adapt and develop the ideas of the Spanish philosopher in modern conditions 
of post-industrial society, information society or knowledge society, we will notice that these trends within 
the mass society (more specifically, within mass culture) have not only evolved but acquired 
hypertrophied and hyperbolized forms [2]. “Imagine two men, one of the present day and one of the 
XVIII century, possessed of equal fortunes relative to money-values in their respective periods, and 
compare the stock of purchasable things offered to each. The difference is almost fabulous. The range 
of possibilities opened out before the present-day purchaser has become practically limitless” [1] – 
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without deepening into questions of modern consumer society, the pros and cons of consumerism as 
such, this quote characterizes the availability of information and information flows for modern people. 

Another example of the hypertrophied extent of the imbalance between mass and elite cultures is the 
development of pop culture as an integral part of mass culture. The list of the highest-grossing films 
confirms most strikingly this thesis [3]. 

Table 1. Distribution of highest-grossing films by years [3]. 

Year Number of films from top-100 by box office 

2019 2 

2018 9 

2017 12 

2016 10 

2015 7 

2014 6 

2013 6 

2012 8 

2011 3 

2010 5 

2009 5 

2008 2 

2007 4 

2006 2 

2005 2 

2004 3 

2003 2 

2002 3 

2001 2 

1999 1 

1997 1 

1996 1 

1994 1 

1993 1 

1982 1 

1977 1 

The role of the Internet as a tool for almost limitless communication and a storage of information has 
been widely enough discussed in the academic literature, so we would like to get straight to the 
characteristics of the Internet impact on human life and, particularly, on pop culture. "Electronic 
communication has overthrown the domination of 'time' and 'space' and draws us immediately and 
incessantly into the concerns of all other people [4]. Therefore, the works of mass culture which 
previously could be restrained by censorship receive now an unprecedentedly broad popularity, i.e. 
influence the minds of people, especially young people, around the world. 

Finally, the third factor – clip thinking which derives from mass/pop culture and the possibilities of the 
Internet, connected with the accelerating pace of life and ever-growing flow of information, which creates 
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the need for its culling. The rapid evolution of Internet technologies and the expansion of the 
communicative space require the development of an understandable language of images. Clip 
representation of information performs this task – with its core attributes: bright visualization, 
emotionality, associativity, memorability, conciseness, high speed of image perception, constant 
updating. On one hand, it makes modern youth more adaptive to the ever-changing conditions of life 
and also enhances its multitasking skills. On the other hand, it has a negative impact on the critical 
thinking of young people and throws new challenges to the classical higher education - for example, 
aggravates the problem of attention of students in the classroom. 

3 RESULTS 
During the course “political science” for first grade bachelor students of philosophy department and the 
course “political parties of the Russian Federation and foreign countries” for third grade bachelor 
students we encountered a problem which was formulated by Steve Fuller in the following way: “social 
sciences constantly reproduce in the classroom their initial battle for legitimacy, drawing attention to the 
"unnatural" nature of their subject” [5]. 

Indeed, if we take into account the factor of clip thinking, basing on personal experience as well as 
discussions with colleagues we can tell that the attention of students "scatters" within 15-20 minutes of 
a lecture. Explaining theoretical concepts turns into a confrontation with cognitive rejection experienced 
by students during lectures. This problem leads to the reduced quality of teaching and directly affects 
the formation of civil personality which is one of the main goals of higher education in its classical sense. 

Generally speaking, the problem of actualization of theoretical knowledge by giving real-life examples 
is not new. However, perhaps due to the specifics of the Russian reality, examples connected with the 
political reality sometimes fail to attract the attention of students to the object of study. 

The solution and the way to improve the quality of understanding and perception were found during the 
course of communication with colleagues and students. Clip thinking is a reality that becomes a 
universal part of everyday life, and hence classroom lessons in universities. In these circumstances it is 
almost impossible to resist clip thinking and fight the “attention crisis” by classical methods. Therefore, 
the author's point of view is that clip thinking should be integrated into educational process through the 
most relevant, popular works of mass culture, and the latter should serve as tools capable of actualizing 
and revitalizing the educational process and namely the students ' attention during discussions on 
speculative theoretical concepts. 

Specific examples from the author's practice are connected with two television series which helped the 
author to improve the quality of digesting the material by students: “Black Mirror” [6] and “House of 
Cards” [7]. 

Peculiarities of political reality in the Russian Federation are such that the presidential and parliamentary 
debates are not popular among the native population including students. This is why specific examples 
of debates in the "House of Cards" and the implementation of political concepts in the "Black Mirror" 
stimulate associative thinking of students and hence connect abstract theories with the everyday reality 
of the world. 

4 CONCLUSIONS 
The technique described by the author allows adapting the classical deductive and inductive ways of 
presenting information to modern realities by including works of mass culture in the educational process, 
stimulating associative thinking and improving the overall quality of digesting of theoretical material by 
students. 

With the "House of Cards" it is possible to demonstrate the functioning of the party mechanisms as a 
part of the U.S. party system and political practive of the present time, to explain the political concept of 
the “party-enterprise” by Max Weber using both deductive and inductive approaches. 
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