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Abstract  
The paper presents the main results achieved when analyzing the vision, methodological approaches 
and curricula of the St. Petersburg State University Master Degree Programs, oriented to Russian 
Language, Arts and Culture as well as to the Intercultural Communication proficiency. The coherence 
of social and emotional skills is fundamental for the human capital development to create leaders in 
the fields of education, arts and culture. Long-term systemic change has to be reflected on the 
transformative and holistic education, tailored to individual needs.  The authors outline the importance 
of the distinctive intellectual and cultural environment, presenting the sustainable results of the 
University of Tsukuba and the St. Petersburg State University student-exchange programs. The 
authors argue the use of «educational guided-tour» technology, designed for the university teaching 
professionals in the field of Russian as Foreign Language, focusing on the coherent cultural approach 
in the Art and Humanities educational practices. The focalization is made on the multilingual teaching 
in the Performing Arts Education for developing strategic approaches to international student 
recruitment to take advantage of the opportunities available within the global Higher Education  
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1 INTRODUCTION  
The influence of the coherent cultural approach to the multilingual teaching in the Arts and Humanities 
educational practices is of great importance for the international student recruitment. To take 
advantage of the opportunities available within the global Higher Education, the education 
professionals have to be familiar with intercultural communication teaching practices. 

In order to clarify what we consider on coherent educational methods in foreign language teaching we 
have to refer on the term «coherent learning», which is widely used in training industry and business 
education. Coherent learning «occurs when learning interventions and assets build sequentially on 
one another or complement and reinforce each other to create a relevant and cohesive journey. The 
benefits of coherent learning include higher learner engagement, greater efficiency, shared 
understanding, improved effectiveness and of course greater value for money» [1].  

The quality of education is balanced by the mutuality of issues, and one of the most important among 
them is the coherent approach to the learning environment. The harmonized learning environment has 
to serve as ideal model, giving the opportunity to develop the student’s forward thinking and conscious 
approach, preparing to his mission as professional and society changer. The environment of the 
classical university, which includes diverse historical spaces, located in the city center, correlates with 
the idea to maximize the social impact of the university as the center of knowledge process [2]. 

St. Petersburg, with its unique environmental, historical and cultural legacy, is an historical example of 
the fruitful cross-cultural cooperation via mutual influences, melted together. The increasing number of 
the museumizated areas inside the St. Petersburg State University, supplemented by the variety of 
interdisciplinary research directions, creates a perfect set of conditions for developing the innovative 
coherent educational infrastructure. 

The idea about the observed walking as the effective way to gain general cognitive benefit comes from 
the very beginning of the history of European education. Aristotle, taught in Athens, used the diverse 
infrastructure, included the substantial library, and ‘walks’ (peripatoi), in which he walked with his 
disciples, discussed the substantial issues. The name “Peripatos” stuck to his philosophical school: 
some of their lectures were open to the public free of charge. The simultaneous movement in space, 
supported by meditation and contemplation, listening comprehension, contemplation and the 
possibility of face-to-face discussion could be treated as one of the oldest educational practices, 
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nurturing and harmonization via immersion into the native cultural environment, or into the other 
culture to be familiarize with.  

The instrumental education endows a student with the concepts and skills needed for a profession, the 
transformative education produced better and possibly more creative thinkers, empowered with the 
relevant skills, including communication and analytical skills. The guided-tour education technology we 
are presenting in this research is used to achieve both "instrumental" and "transformative" education 
goals: mutuality of the carrier paths differ from the self-employed creative economy professional 
(accredited guide expert with multilingual competence), to the employment on the teaching position in 
the field of Foreign language teaching. 

2 METHODOLOGY 
The two following challenges for the course design-makers are relevant: firstly, the student must be 
familiar with the preparation and leading the guided tour as a form of indirect foreign language 
teaching, and secondly the student has to develop the professional competence as a guide for the 
multilingual audience. According to the coherent principle, the guided tour technology is implemented 
only after the familiarization with the fundamental terms and key concepts.  

The course content, studied in the blended group of native and non-native language speakers to 
plunge them into the new experience of socio-cultural interaction, had to be crystallized as a ready-to-
consume product. Every student should prepare and lead the thematic guided tour, devoted to the 
selected cultural area or the object of the cultural heritage. The focus is made to the following aspects: 
the language proficiency and the capability of the audience; the content relevant depth and breadth, 
structured according to the topic and time limits; the effective organization of the process; the personal 
appearance.  

The traditional didactic approach to the out-of-class learning activities in foreign language teaching as 
mainly the extracurricular activity has gone to the past. The innovative course «Russian Arts and 
Culture from the Russian as a Foreign Language teaching framework», designed and approved by the 
pool of experienced educators from the Russian as a Foreign Language Department, is created to 
accomplish the mission of implementing the soft skills developing tools to the curriculum. The 
substantial amount of in-class learning time is spent according to the Socratic Method, devoted to 
discussion of the topics, connected with the important events and key personalities, chronologically 
grouped from the Ancient Pagan Russian civilization until the Modernity.  

The aim of the course is to identify the values of Russian culture, to specify the spiritual culture as a 
behavior based on the collective beliefs to form the culturally embedded view, called cultural 
proficiency competence. This competence allows students to understand deeply the historical 
background and onthological aspects of diversity, and to acquire multicultural mental experience. The 
course is structured according to the following topics: methodical approaches to Russian Culture and 
Arts concepts in Russian as a Foreign Language teaching framework; сultural space design – the 
mind mapping practices; axiological code of the language as a paradigmatic fundamental in the social 
life; spiritual values vs cultural values in terms of ethnicity; periodization and evaluation of trends of 
cultural development; precedential phenomena: the role of historical names and events inside the 
culture and arts. The students analyze the historical changes and differences in the approaches via 
terms, referred to the cultural identity, reflected by the divergence of the intellectual currents. The 
vision of the culture concept, presented in the course, deals with the spiritual foundations, which could 
be defined, adopted, developed and ritualized in a concentrated way in science, education, literature 
and arts. 

The list of requirements needed for the successive implementation of the course can be presented as  
follows: to be familiar with the distinctive intellectual and spiritual trends, which formed the most 
important phenomena of Russian Culture and Arts; to prioritize the facts, already existed in the student 
background, for creation of the systematic vision; to be familiar with the methods and cutting-edge 
learning technologies, adopted to present the facts of Russian Culture and Arts in the multilingual 
educational environment, to be able to share humanistic and social science expertise from one 
generation to the next.  
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3 RESULTS 
The vision and methodological approaches of the St. Petersburg State University Master Degree 
Programmes, are oriented to the mutual understanding of Russian Language, Arts and Culture as well 
as to the Intercultural Communication proficiency. To encourage dialogue across the educators to 
share the best practices, we outline the importance of the regular interchanges among the distinctive 
intellectual and cultural environment; here we refer to the sustainable results of the University of 
Tsukuba and the St. Petersburg State University student-exchange programs. Well-articulated 
curriculum, with a possibility of context-sensitive adaptation, is the one of the most important 
educational tools for the internationalization progress. The coherent approach helps both students and 
teacher in making the informed choices among the learning strategies. 

3.1 Problem-solving context  
A distinction needs to be made between the traditional approaches to the integration of the guided 
tours into the learning process. Held by the museum expert guides or cultural industry representatives 
[3], these practices allowed students to strengthen their focus and comprehension skills. Guided-tour 
teaching technology is much more effective, since it is perverting the learning situation, placing the 
student ahead of the group to the expert position. It is highly immersive and more similar by its nature 
to the scenarios of business simulation games, defined as “a game with a business environment that 
can lead to one or both of the following results: the training of players in business skills (hard and/or 
soft) or the evaluation of players' performances (quantitatively and/or qualitatively)” [4] 

Here we represent conclusions the authors have reached in reflecting upon education quality 
enhancement and standards in terms of social and emotional skills, fundamental for the human capital 
development. The proposal of the intellectual framework for the inclusion of guided tour pedagogy is 
regarded as relatively new way of teaching, and the social rate of return for this technology needs to 
be examined in the global context.  The St. Petersburg State University Master Degree Programs, 
oriented to Russian Language, Arts and Culture, are constantly upgraded, using the feedback from the 
students, alumni and employees, selected worldwide. 

3.2 The stories of success 
The perfect example of the effective use and sustainable social impact, created by using  the course 
learning outcomes in terms of the post-graduate employment is success story of the St. Petersburg 
State University alumni (Bachelor of Linguistics, Master of Philology) Fedor Gribkov. He is treated as 
one of the most influencing and demanding young professionals in St. Petersburg in the field of culture 
economy. After the years of study he started working on the sustainably enlarged social network 
community named «Guided Tours on Modern Architecture».  

The quality of his work as professional guide is approved by the industry experts; the projects have a 
broad media coverage. His guided tours, recorded and uploaded, are used as an additional learning 
material, able to inspire next generations of the students. 

Among the key sustainable Russian projects, relevant to the topic of coherent education, we have to 
highlight the "Imaginary Museum of Mikhail Shemyakin", which conducts solid educational work, 
granting the student access to the unique art materials: directories, books, illustrations, photos etc. 
The Foundation is treated as one of the most valuable and reliable partners for Arts and Humanities 
educational innovators, teaching in the St.Petersburg University. The Foundation of the iconic Russian 
artist Mikhail Shemyakin was founded in 2002 in St.Petersburg for support of diverse cultural events 
and initiatives, able to link the arts and science. The mission of the Foundation has included the 
international cultural exchange and promotion of the young artists, photographers and musicians.  

The «Imaginary Museum of Mikhail Shemyakin» materializes the concepts, which demonstrate the 
coherence interaction of art and research. Each exposition is based on one strongly symbolic concept, 
like «Sphere in Art", "the Image of Death in Art", "Monsters. Mythological characters", "Hand in Art», 
«Dzen in Art», «Ladder in Art». The cultural framework of the concepts is illustrated by the substantial 
research material and the meticulously prepared intellectual events. The catalogues, contained the 
wide range of texts, are issued. The exhibition includes the art works and media installations of the 
Shemyakin himself, his students, artists-in-residence, able to reflect the main idea by the language of 
the world art.  
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4 CONCLUSIONS 
The learning technologies and the strategies of curriculum design are among the issues which 
transform the anthropological practices and human perception patterns. That is a challenging 
discussion if we accept uncritically the existed trends. To name just a few - the predominance of 
visuality, short-focused attention, digital dementia, urge to modify our teaching approaches. The 
solution is to develop the new approaches, able to prevent the loosing the strengths of traditional 
teaching, and to give the chance to make an informed choice among the different learning techniques. 
Considerable thought needs to be given to foster research-oriented learning and to balance the 
dialogue and the monologue teaching. The stimulation of exact types of perception is fostering exact 
qualities of mind, which prescribe way of the learning content consumption. 

The guided-tour teaching approach is mainstreamed by the current trends in the Russian Higher 
Education pedagogy. Fostering the communication proficiency, interdisciplinary teaching approaches 
are supported, to maximize the degree of interactivity. The aims of it are to focus on the global 
changes, student-oriented teaching, personalization, digitalization, knowledge explosion and visual 
information boost.  

In St. Petersburg State University the guided tour technology is implemented in a narrow sense – as 
the technology of indirect foreign language teaching, and in a wider sense - as a vocational training to 
develop professional skills. It is implemented in the curriculum of the educational programmes, 
designed by the teaching professionals of the Faculty of Philology:  Russian as a Foreign Language 
and «Russian Language and Russian Culture in the framework of Russian as a Foreign Language» 
We argue, that modern guided tour learning technology belongs to key instruments to open a great 
number of doors in terms of competencies-oriented approach to teaching, leading to the coherence of 
learning outcomes, able to meet the professional requirements and standards.  

The coherence of social and emotional skills is fundamental for the human capital development to 
create leaders in the fields of education, arts and culture. Long-term systemic change ought to be 
reflected on the transformative and holistic education, tailored to individual needs 
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