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Abstract  
The new information technologies provide more opportunities for implementing innovative techniques 
and methods for processing, storage and transfer of information resources, accessible via Internet. 
Their rapid development in all spheres of social and cultural life, make it necessary, information 
resources to be more easily accessible to a wide range of customers at a convenient time and place. 
There are more and more online resources, which are free accessible for the end users, which 
significantly facilitates the users and corresponds to the requirements of the knowledge society. The 
term "Open Access" is officially accepted and begins to with the signing of the first open access 
initiative from Budapest. Under open access to scientific publications in general is understood free, 
open and free of charge access to online journals, articles, conference papers, technical reports, 
theses and dissertations, reports, and reprints. Open access is an initiative for the immediate and free 
online access to scientific results, without the limitations imposed by the copyright and agreements 
with publishers. The aim of this paper is to make a comparative study of the Bulgarian open access 
journals in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ - Directory of Open Access Journals). The 
paper is divided into two parts: theoretical and practicably-analytical. The theoretical part presents the 
basic concept of Open Access, as analysed two main ways to publish in Open Access. In practicably-
analytical is made a comparative analysis of the Bulgarian journals in the period 2003 - 2018, the 
quantity and quality data were collected from the site of the DOAJ and are presented in tables and 
graphics. Bulgarian periodical is presented and analysed in thematic, linguistic and quantitative 
indication on the one hand and distribution license from another hand. In conclusion are made 
relevant conclusions and recommendations for the future. 
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1 INTRODUCTION  
We live in a time in which the foundations of cultural and economically-political activities are the 
production, distribution and use of information. Key features of this type of society are: the massive 
usage of information and communication technologies (ICTs) in economic and social spheres; the 
communication between remote areas which are no longer an obstacle and the globalization. In other 
words, we could summarize that in the modern era the most characteristic social doctrine is the 
replacement the industrial society with an information society. 

The essential characteristics of the information society are rooted in ICTs and mainly their widespread 
implementation formed a new environment, called a virtual space. It defines the new space as a 
source of the main features of the modern society - dematerialization of basic social and economic 
products, overcoming national borders and creating a single global space.  

S. Dentchev and I. Peteva determined that "the fundamental principle of the information society is the 
access to information which is a fundamental human right and ICTs precondition for its free 
exercising". In this sense, the reliability of the transmitted and received information and its 
transformation into knowledge largely characterizes the global information environment. In his 
monograph S. Dentchev defined the information environment, such as: "an environment, which is a 
combination of databases, information technology and interactions between people and equipment, 
providing social infrastructure for public expression of one or another specific information process 
within a particular subject area" [1].The global information environment, developing as a result of the 
new ICTs application, including information sources and the protection of their intellectual property in 
the digital space is directly related to the innovation infrastructure.  

In the modern information society, we are witnessing the rapid development of the human intellectual 
activity as a result of which are received unique creative results, products of personal creativity and 
innovativeness of the human individual. Exactly this kind of creative products provoke the 
development of intellectual property.  
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Intellectual property connects directly with the information they contain its sites. In other words, 
Intellectual Property is the ownership of the information which intellectual products contain, as their 
creators have full ownership of them. Scientific information as part of the information generally is one 
of the key concepts associated with developing information society and the globalization of the world 
economy. Globalization, is "one of the most significant and most discussed phenomena of our times, 
such as the attitude towards it varies from its full acceptance to its total denial. But one of the 
indisputable signs of globalization is "ever-expanding movement for open access to scientific 
knowledge, as its purpose is to make access to research results open and free, thereby accelerate the 
exchange of information among scientists around the world ". 

In the modern science paradigm, knowledge and information are emerging as drivers of economic 
prosperity. Modern society connects its rationality with the ability to use information and knowledge. 
The dissemination of knowledge is crucial for the development of the knowledge society, the new 
knowledge appears on the basis of existing one, exchange of an ideas, linking ideas or links to other 
disciplines. In the modern knowledge economy, crucial importance play "scientific knowledge 
possessed information resources and access to scientific information" [2]. 

The modern knowledge economy is defined as a concept in one of the studies of I. Peteva as "a new 
approach to economic realities in which knowledge is becoming a major resource of development" [3]. 
Any restriction in access to scientific knowledge leads to stagnation in the process of new discoveries. 
Publication of results and access to publications are one of the important conditions for achieving 
efficiency in the research process. 

The progress of technologies and Internet has transformed most of the life, habits and behaviour of 
the information consumers. Overall Internet technologies require a different approach and new 
methods of acquiring knowledge, training and access. Keeping up with these trends, many of the 
methods of education have become electronic or online training platforms. 

Also, increasingly growing number of journals and newspapers began to run online versions of their 
editions as a result of which the mass consumer begins to search for information mainly on the 
Internet. The main advantage of searching for information on the Web is saving time and money, 
which nowadays are quite valuable. Another advantage is the ability to search for specific, concrete 
libraries or libraries of interest to the user specialist without requiring him to read out all the available 
information on the researched problem. 

2 OPEN ACCESS – DEFINITIONS, MAIN GRADES, LAW MECHANISMS AND 
ROADS, THE RELATION OPEN ACCESS – LIBRARY. 

2.1 Open access definitions 
In recent years, more and more widespread is the initiative called "Open Access" (Open Access 
Initiative). There are a lot of definitions about “Open Access”, but one of them is given by SPARC1  
“Open Access is the free, immediate, online availability of research articles combined with the rights to 
use these articles fully in the digital environment. Open Access is the needed modern update for the 
communication of research that fully utilizes the Internet for what it was originally built to do —
accelerate research.”. 

For the first time the term "Open access" itself was formulated in three public statements in the 2000s, 
when the Internet access was broadly developed: 1) the Budapest Open Access Initiative in February 
2002; 2) the Bethesda Statement on Open Access Publishing in June 2003, and 3) the Berlin 
Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities in October 2003, popular 
like “BBB definition”, where the initial concept of open access refers to an unrestricted online access to 
scholarly research primarily intended for scholarly journal articles [4].  

These all aimed to provide definitions and commitments related to the OA paradigm. The discussion 
was transposed to a development context through the Salvador Declaration on Open Access: the 
 
1 SPARC (the Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition) works to enable the open sharing of research outputs and 

educational materials in order to democratize access to knowledge, accelerate discovery, and increase the return on our 
investment in research and education. As a catalyst for action, SPARC focuses on collaborating with other stakeholders—
including authors, publishers, libraries, students, funders, policymakers and the public—to build on the opportunities created by 
the Internet, promoting changes to both infrastructure and culture needed to make open the default for research and education. 
Website of SPARC: http://sparcopen.org/who-we-are/ 
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developing world perspective (Brazil 2005), later revisited in the Bangalore Declaration: A National 
Open Access Policy for Developing Countries (2006) [5]. 

Open Access (OA) to scientific information is both a researcher’s greatest output and technological 
innovation’s most important resource through the whole world. UNESCO promotes and supports Open 
Access – the online availability of scholarly information to everyone, free of most licensing and 
copyright barriers for the benefit of global knowledge flow, innovation and socio-economic 
development. UNESCO promotes OA, with particular emphasis on scientific information (journal 
articles, conference papers and datasets of various kinds) emanating from publicly funded research. 

According the Guidelines on Open Access to Scientific Publications and Research Data in Horizon 
2020: “Open Access refers to the practice of providing online access to scientific information that is 
free of charge to the end-user and reusable.  'Scientific' refers to all academic disciplines.”. It is clearly 
defined in the context of research and innovation, the meaning of 'scientific information', first of all as 
peer-reviewed scientific research articles (published in scholarly journals) and second of all as a 
research data (data underlying publications, curated data and/or raw data) [6].  

Today OA is a very popular term, describing the idea of business model development whose main 
purpose is to provide free access to reproduction, repetition and use of scientific information structured 
in the form of articles, data, and monographs and related to them materials. 

Free and open access, brings with it the change in the traditional technique for the dissemination of 
scientific information. A number of factors influence a breakneck changes, some of them are as fast 
rate of development of information and communication technologies and their widespread use by 
consumers. 

The basic model, which is currently used to disseminate scientific information does not guarantee the 
availability and in no way could be called sustainable. The meteoric rise of the quantity of posts made 
model is through the payment of subscriptions to journals providing scientific information, 
inappropriate and not functioning effectively. The price increase, but the relationship between it and 
the quality is lost. If you rely on this model, even the most funded library could not afford to purchase 
all needed journals and all content that is necessary for its faculty and its students. 

Even more difficult will be the situation of smaller university libraries, even organizations in the 
developing countries with meagre budget could not cope. Until now, the decision to initiatives to assist 
and compensate to some extent lack of access is taken unilaterally i.e. by publishers themselves, 
which is not particularly useful for society. Dissatisfaction by the authors that their work has not 
received due recognition grows. On one hand consumers (readers) do not reach the entire flow of 
scientific information they need and this is largely leads to inefficiency in studies. On the other hand, 
difficult access to scientific information affects exclusively on the development of science and 
innovation. 

Open Access in its entirety contributes greatly to the technological progress and the freedom of 
authors’ choice and consumers of scientific information. Here hence the question "Why," the answer 
lies in "the definition BBB" from which we can deduce a brief definition, which states that "a work is an 
open access when it's digital, online, free and exempted from the most of the restrictions related to the 
protection of copyright". 

2.2 Main grades of OA 
Thus defined so far open access could be developed in two grades: gratis and libre open access, 
which are distinguished by the scope of copyright restrictions, which they remove. The first removed 
only the price barriers, it is free, but is not exempt from copyright restrictions and publishing contracts, 
i.e. or the users should be limited to "fair “use, or to request permission to exceed. The second type of 
open access is removed as price and restrictions, related to copyright, i.e. for the users is expressly 
permitted the exceeding of "fair" use [7]. 

2.3 Law mechanisms of OA 
The legal form of open access is expressed by so called “Licenses” that clearly regulate the extent to 
which an author allows users to use the generated by him/her creative work. One of the most widely 
used legal mechanisms that ensure the right of creators to decide for themselves to what extent, they 
would like to benefit from the restrictions of copyright legislation are the standard contracts - Creative 
Commons. This type of contracts offers free and easy to use legal instrumentation, which gives the 
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right to anyone whether individual artist, a large company or institution, a simple standardized way in 
advance to clarify their copyrights in their creative works. 

"The freest" of them only requires attribution and entitles the user to distribute, remix, make derivative 
works, including commercial – it's the license that best corresponds to the "definition BBB" for open 
access. 

The contracts Creative Commons are extremely valuable in the field of education and science, an 
example of their potential in education is the fact that more reputable educational institutions and 
public archives choose to publish their scientific publications in terms of these contracts, such as 
Harvard University, the archive "Bio Med Central", the Public library of science (Public library of 
science – PloS), site of the Prosecutor's Office of Bulgaria, site of the President of the Republic of 
Bulgaria and many others. 

2.4 Main roads of OA 
There are two roads to OA: 

• the “golden road” of OA journal-publishing, where journals provide OA to their articles (either by 
charging the author-institution for refereeing/publishing outgoing articles instead of charging the 
user institution for accessing incoming articles, or by simply making their online edition free for 
all); 

• the “green road” of OA self-archiving, where authors provide OA to their own published articles, 
by making their own e-prints free for all.  

The two roads to OA should not be confused or conflated; they are complementary [5]. There are both 
journals with completely opened access and journals that give access to the full text of articles after a 
certain period called "delayed OA journals", and also "hybrid OA journals", which give open access to 
certain articles. Model characteristic of many journals with open access is so called "Publication fees / 
charges", which is paid by the author in the adoption of the article for publication and covers the 
expenses of the publisher. 

As a basic addition we would like to add that scientific publications with open access are cited in times 
more than the scientific publications with paid access. More and more scientists draw information 
namely via Internet. Despite the huge number of results showing the positive sides and contribution of 
open access, and a large number of journals perceiving open access, there is a lack of interest on the 
part of the authors to publish in open access [8]. 

Overall advantages for publication in open access are pretty: The size of the text to the ways of 
presentation, the main ones being: faster access by readers; greater visibility of authors; text no 
restrictions; remote access users (without attendance at the library); lower cost than printed on paper; 
economic sustainability. 

One of the main advantages of open access publications is shortening the time frame of accessibility 
to the final reader, i.e. the decrease in time for the process of publishing, reading and citation of 
scientific publication. Free access is a wonderful opportunity for popularization of new ideas and 
finding support for their realization. 

Although the listed here benefits from OA in the scientists is still prevalent the fear that their yearnings 
work is threatened, as we could summarize that "publication in open access is not an act of charity but 
a step in the right direction - it can increase their visibility, reputation, audience and applicability 
citation for your publications" [9]. 

2.5 The relation open access – library. 
To realize the benefits of open access among the scientific community there is a need of mediators, 
the most appropriate to achieve that aim are universities and libraries. In the age of global information, 
libraries must be not only informational and educational centers, but they should perform the role of 
intermediaries between scientific information and consumers which becomes their mission. 

Besides informational and educational centers, possessing strong social significance, according to M. 
Nankova libraries are defined as "a unique public institution created to preserve, provide and store the 
paper work of the society" [10]. Creativity, which is with particular importance for society is the 
scientific knowledge transmitted through the sources of scientific information, in particular - scientific 
publications on open access.  
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In K. Mintcheva’s study is said that thanks to the rapidly developing information environment and 
technology “already digitized collections of libraries, archives, museums and other cultural institutions 
can be combined and conferred on open access to a wide range of customers through a global 
information network” [11]. The results of an international study of competences of the modern library 
and information professionals responsible for reference and information service of library users 
(Reference Librarians Competencies Survey – RLCS) found that the basic knowledge nowadays is the 
use of resources freely available in servicing readers needs [12]. 

Since the libraries understand themselves as guarantors of free access to information, their role in the 
highly developed information society becomes more significant. Accordingly, the more important is 
also like to be heard the requirements and needs of libraries. Therefore, awareness of the potential of 
open access is "an important part of the copyright policy of modern library and cultural institutions" 
[13]. 

One of the ardent advocates of open access and the changing role of libraries is the International 
Federation of Library Association – IFLA. 

IFLA signed the Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge in the field of natural sciences and 
humanities in 2010, as adheres to the definition of open access used in this statement. At the same 
time a working group at the presidium of the IFLA is committed to develop an official statement of the 
Federation on open access to information, clarifying its position and strategy. The official version of 
the opinion is finalized by the parliamentary board of IFLA on April 18, 2011. In August the same year 
was convened a working group committed to creating an open access repository of the federation. 

A key point is the uploading of the first content in the repository which happened in 2013 as the first 
publications were from the International Library and Information Congress of IFLA held in Singapore in 
2013 (500 reports).  In line with the copyright policy and open access of the Federation, the authors of 
Congress have agreed to publish their reports under the Creative Commons agreement - Attribution 
(Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unposted license (CC BY 3.0)). This contract allows IFLA to make 
copies of the reports available in the Repository and provides the widest possible dissemination and 
use. IFLA adheres to the definition of open access, formulated in the Berlin Declaration, and use it for 
public communication and contact with different organizations. Federation defends the basic principles 
of freedom of access to information, believing that "equal access to information is essential for the 
social, educational, cultural, democratic and economic development of individuals, communities and 
organizations.".  

In the opinion of IFLA Open Access said that "widespread sharing of research results is an essential 
component of public investment in science. The faster and widespread sharing of knowledge 
stimulates scientific progress and therefore returns in health, economic and social benefits to society, 
thus the librarians are among the most active advocates of open access. ". This is natural and logical, 
given that the prices of scientific publications faster and faster are increasing and the clear and logical 
link between price, quality and value is missing. 

The most of the academic libraries cannot afford to buy the required of the academic staff content. 
This is only one side of the problem, but here appears another - namely, the growing concern of the 
authors that their work remained unnoticed for most of their colleagues, that they did not get worldwide 
recognition to which they aspire. Here comes the crucial role of open access to scientific information - 
widespread already achieved scientific results satisfy information needs of readers from academic and 
research institutions and libraries are one of the main components of this chain, providing access to 
scientific knowledge. 

Libraries have partnered with managers of research to create repositories of open access, where 
teachers and students deposit their results of scientific research. Librarians for its part have shown 
their support for open access by signing various initiatives and petitions. 

Finally, of all these considerations we can build on the summary of T. Todorova that "Library 
managers must aspire to fit the unique shape of its library not only in the single information 
environment of the country but also in Europe and in international context." [13, 14, 15, 1]. To achieve 
It is therefore necessary familiarity with the problems of open access and active participation in its 
implementation, both at national and at European and international level. 

Libraries for its part alone cannot be initiators and legislators for open access if the managements of 
the institutions do not embrace this policy. Therefore, in the presence of a supportive institutional 
environment, library managers may engage in the development of library policy on providing open 
access to research publications of members of the institution, based on the provision of a copy of each 
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edition of its author and its deposit at university library repositories. It is necessary every library to 
accept a general agreement for support and maintenance of the various initiatives of open access by 
the deposit of scientific publications should be carried out by signing a contract Creative Commons 
(CC). One of the biggest projects involved with the observance of copyright policy on self-archiving is 
Project SHERPA / RoMEO – Publisher Copyright Policy & Self-archiving. 

3 DIRECTORY OF OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS – DOAJ – SHORT OVERVIEW. 
BULGARIAN OA JOURNALS IN DOAJ – CONTEMPORARY SITUATION. 

However, the contested future a growing number of journals are looking to publish in open access. 
One of the most popular or even the most popular platform for open access journals is DOAJ 
(Directory of Open Access Journals), while at the same time many databases for scientific information 
move towards open access (PLos, BioMed Central). 

Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) is a Database of Open Access journals covering all 
scientific and scholarly subjects.  Primarily used to identify open access journal titles and forty percent 
of them are searchable at the article level.  Journals can be browsed by title or by broad subject area.  
Articles are searchable by article author or title, ISSN, journal title, abstract, or key words.  Full-text is 
not searchable but is fully accessible.  To be included in the DOAJ, journals must use a funding model 
that does not charge readers or their institutions for access and must exercise peer-review or editorial 
quality control. 

DOAJ is a community-curated online directory that indexes and provides access to high quality, open 
access, peer-reviewed journals. DOAJ is independent. All funding is via donations, 40% of which 
comes from sponsors and 60% from members and publisher members. All DOAJ services are free of 
charge including being indexed in DOAJ. All data is freely available. DOAJ operates an education and 
outreach program across the globe, focussing on improving the quality of applications submitted.  

Until August 2013 the platform for open access to scientific information has provided access to 
1,159,853 items [9]. In comparison of April 2015 the platform provides access to 1,879,664 articles, in 
April 2016 they already are 2,291,797 articles and at the date of the study April 2019 the platform 
provides access to 3,946,813.  So interpreted data show a doubling of the number of articles available 
via DOAJ for the studied period, which outlines the trend that the scientific community relies 
increasingly high hopes of open access. 

From the above quantitative data is shown that there is a tendency an increasing the number of 
publications over the years. Therefore, in the next Table 1 are presents data from the University of 
Lund, data presented in the study of A. Dimchev [17] and in the Study of T. Trencheva [9]. In the table 
1 can be seen the number of publications over the years and the latest data from DOAJ until April 
2019. It’s very important to say that the platform of DOAJ has been transformed in 2016, and there is 
a big difference in the data which were collected in the previous studies in A. Dimchev and T. 
Trencheva, but this gives us the opportunity to make future experiments and conclusion based on this 
change. 

Table 1. Quantitative allocation of the number of titles by the month of April 2019 
(according to data from the University of Lund)  

Period 2002 -2005 2006-2008 2009-2010 2011-2012 2013 - 2016 2017 – 04. 2019 

Number of 
Journals in DOAJ 1141 3588 4348 7489 11637 13132 

As there can be seen from the table there is a sharply increase in the number of titles especially in the 
last years, which is another proof of the orientation of scientific periodicals to the "Golden Road." At 
the moment there are 13 132 journals with 3 946 820 articles from 130 countries. 

All the articles in the journals of the Directory are published under Creative Commons licenses and 
leading is the number of articles in the first license of Creative Commons licenses or mandatory 
citation and acknowledgment of authorship (CC BY – 2 239 184), which entitles the authors to retain 
authorship by increasing the possibility to be cited. 

From the data presented in tab. 1 shows that the number of open access journals is increasing each 
year, increasing the evidence that countries are increasingly benefiting from open access because it 
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strengthens the impact of the research they invest in public funds. Open access expands and 
accelerates the implementation and commercialization of research results, thus increasing the return 
on public and private spending in this area. 

3.1 Contemporary Status of the Bulgarian Open Access Journals in DOAJ in 
the Period 2002 - April 2019. 

According the date of April 2019 in the DOAJ directory, there are 57 Bulgarian journals with OA of 18 
publishers, distributed in 10 thematic areas (Table 2):  

Table 2. Quantitative distribution of Bulgarian magazines, by theme and publishers in DOAJ  (April 2019) 

Criteria OA Journals Thematic Areas Publishers 
Number 57 40 50 

Thematic areas cover a wide range of scientific knowledge. Leading are sciences such as biology, 
zoology, medicine, ecology, botany, etc., show that Bulgarian journals with OA are in line with the 
most evolving scientific trends. Among the publishers of Bulgarian OA journals are the commercial 
ones, followed by scientific institutions, universities, museums and a university library.  

 
Fig 1. Dynamic line of the Bulgarian OA journals in DOAJ in the period 2002 - April 2019. 

Based on a survey carried out in DOAJ on search criteria –  year of registration in the Directory, it was 
found that in Bulgaria there were 57 journals of the GD in April 2019. The development trend of the 
journals of GD by years is shown in Fig. 1. The data presented are significantly different from those 
interpreted in 2013 in the research by A. Dimchev and T. Trencheva due to the change of the DOAJ 
platform, as already mentioned in this publication. 

Fig. 2 shows the distribution of Bulgarian open access journals on the diversity of Creative Commons 
licenses. This type of contracts offers a free and easy tool that grants everyone, whether a separate 
artist, a big company or an institution, a simple, standardized way of pre-clarifying the copyrights of 
creative works. 

Over the last few years this type of contracts has been gaining momentum, so the purpose of the 
present study is to trace their application to Bulgarian open access journals. Based on a survey 
conducted on the Directory of Open Access Journals site, information is accumulated and processed, 
with journals being quantized and percentage by type of contract under which they are published (see 
Figure 2). As seen, most use the "most liberal" type of Attribution CC BY license, requiring the user 
only a reference to the author and his reference. The next contract, which is of interest to the authors, 
is the sixth contract, namely Attribution-Non-Commercial-No-Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) or 23%, 
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which is the most restrictive in terms of copyright, showing a tendency that the Bulgarian scientist is 
still not willing to share his scientific results. 

It can be concluded that nearly 57% of the Bulgarian GD journals (33 with the CC BY Attribution 
license compared to 57) give users open access according to the requirements of the "BBB definition", 
namely the "libre" (for comparison the total share of "libre" journals in DOAJ is much smaller – 20%) 
and the rest about 43% provide some sort of "gratis" GD (fig.2). 

 
Fig 2. Distribution of the Bulgarian OA journals in DOAJ according the license used 

 in the period 2002 - April 2019. 

 
Fig 3. Distribution of the Bulgarian OA journals in DOAJ according the language  

in the period 2002 - April 2019. 

Fig. 3 shows the language distribution of open access journals. Currently, Bulgarian journals are 
published in the following languages: English, Bulgarian, German, Russian, Ukrainian, Portuguese, 
Italian, and French, most of which are published in English. The number of English journals in April 
2019 is 57, with 76% of the total. We note that some of these 57 journals are issued not only in 
English. The journals published in the Bulgarian language are 9 in number, which is 12%, followed by 
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journals in German (2 - 3%) and Russian (3 - 4%), while the Ukrainian, Portuguese, Italian and French 
are 1 or 1% each (Figure 3). 

4 CONCLUSIONS 
Currently, Bulgaria is presented in the Directory of Open Access journals with 57 journals till April 
2019. As can be seen from the data analysed, in our country there has been a significant growth of 
open access journals during the last years - in 2008 we had only 1 journal in open access and in April 
2019 there are 57 open access journals. In fig. 1 it’s given that 2018 was the year with 14 OA journals 
registered in the data base, this can be explained with the new Law for development of the Academic 
Staff in Republic of Bulgaria. 

This positive tendency could be explained by the fact that over the last few years in Bulgaria there are 
nine active institutional repositories of open access registered at Open DOAR, as follows: Academic 
Research Repository at the Burgas Free University; BulDML; Bulgarian OpenAIRE Repository; 
D.A.Tsenov Academy of Economics Digital Repository; Electronic Repository - Central Medical Library 
- MU, Sofia; Medical Academic Repository; New Bulgarian University Scholar Electronic Repository; 
Research at Sofia University; Trakia University - Digital Repository.  

It must be summarized that in Bulgaria there is a certain level of awareness among the scientific and 
library community about issues of open access, especially among university college. However, there 
are still few institutions that have created and developed repositories of open access and insufficient 
number of scientists are involved in the movement for open access to research publications. It is 
conducting a targeted strategy to raise awareness among the academic, research and library 
community in Bulgaria on the benefits of open access publishing and creating a supportive 
environment for the creation of repositories. In this process, an important role is played by library 
professionals and library associations are called to be an active partner in science and science 
education in the global environment. 
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