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Abstract 
In Turkey, where the art education program – which involves different approaches and models – 
cannot be put into practice effectively, there are numerous hurdles, having a negative impact on the 
implementation of the program.  Although the art education program is indicated as a subject of 
priority and prominent as an inter-disciplinary branch, it cannot be implemented in its entirety. 
Inadequate physical conditions, attitudes of teachers, course hours not meeting implementation 
needs, approaches of the families and financial shortages are among the main problems.  Starting 
from here, this study deals with “the family” and aims to determine the views of the families, regarding 
the visual arts course, on the basis of their socioeconomic and socio-cultural circumstances. The pool 
of the study contains 20 parents. “Information Forms” were used to determine their economic and 
cultural backgrounds and “Interview Forms” were prepared to ask their opinions about the visual arts 
course, in semi-structured interviews. Conclusions derived from the findings were grouped into three 
sections as follows;  

- Socioeconomic circumstances of the families and their views about the visual arts course   
- Socio-cultural  circumstances of the families and their views about the visual arts course, 
- Views of the parents about the core curriculum and the visual arts course  
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1 INTRODUCTION 
The research focusing on identifying the problems encountered in fine arts lessons and providing 
some possible solutions to such problems often revealed the following findings: having a low opinion 
of fine arts lessons, financial problems of families and expensive course materials (Kahraman, 2014). 

In addition to above mentioned physical and financial issues affecting students’ attitudes towards “fine 
arts course” in schools, family-related issues are also believed to affect how this course is treated. In 
other words, cultural and economic background of families are among the effective factors in shaping 
families’ attitudes towards “fine arts course”. Therefore, it might be useful to explore the effects of 
families’ socioeconomic and sociocultural background on their attitudes towards “fine arts course” 
since the results obtained would contribute to the attempts to increase the quality of this course in 
educational contexts.  

This study aims to determine what families whose children take fine arts course in secondary schools 
think about this course. Within the scope of the study, the researcher tried to answer the following 
research questions:    

- How does families’ socioeconomic background affect their attitudes towards fine arts course? 
- How does families’ sociocultural background affect their attitudes towards fine arts course? 
- What do families think about fine arts course in general?  

Within the context of these questions, the study aims to 

• Obtain data about socioeconomic conditions and sociocultural characteristics of study-specific 
families  

• Analyze the relationship between economic-cultural background and attitudes towards fine arts 
course by using the data obtained from the study and from the related literature 

• Reach conclusions that might provide valuable contributions to the literature and to provide 
solutions and recommendations regarding the issue. 
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2 METHODOLOGY 

This study, which aims to determine what families whose children take fine arts course in secondary 
schools think about this course, is a qualitative study using a survey model. The study had two 
phases, and the data for the first phase – theoretical part- were obtained from the related literature. 
The data for the application phase were collected though a “questionnaire” and “semi-structured 
interviews”. 

2.1 Participants 
The study group involves families / parents of 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade students (aged between 11 
and 14) attending Eskişehir-Tepebaşı İstiklal Secondary School and taking fine arts course at the 
school. This school is a state-run school located in Tepebaşı district of Eskişehir province in Turkey.  

The participants of the study were 20 parents (19 female and 1 male), and they all participated in the 
study on a voluntary basis. To ensure anonymity and confidentiality, the participants were coded by 
using special codes rather than using their real names.  

Table 3.1. Demographic information about the participants 

Codes Gender Age Educational 
Background Occupation 

K1 
K2 
K3 
K4 
K5 
K6 
K7 
K8 
K9 
K10 
K11 
K12 
K13 
K14 
K15 
K16 
K17 
K18 
K19 
K20 

Female 
Male 

Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 

34-41 
42-49 
34-41 
42-49 

50 and above 
26-33 
34-41 
42-49 
42-49 
34-41 
42-49 
34-41 
42-49 
34-41 
42-49 
42-49 
34-41 
34-41 
42-49 
34-41 

Primary School 
University 

Primary School 
Highschool 
Highschool 
Highschool 

Primary School 
Primary School 
Primary School 

Highschool 
Primary School 
Primary School 

Highschool 
Highschool 

Primary School 
Primary School 
Primary School 
Primary School 

Highschool 
Primary School 

Not working 
Private Sector 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 
Not working 

2.2 Data Collection 
The data presented in the theoretical part of this study were obtained from a detailed literature review, 
during which the researchers examined periodicals, printed and online books, documents and 
resolutions. The data cited from the related resources directly or indirectly formed the theoretical 
section of the study.    
The data for the application phase of the study were collected through a questionnaire and semi-
structured interviews. To achieve this purpose, a questionnaire was prepared to determine parents’ 
economic and cultural background, and an “interview form” was prepared to explore their opinions 
about fine arts course.  

Prior to the administration of the questionnaire and the interviews, the participants were informed 
about their rights, the aim of the study, the methods used and the phases followed. In addition, they 
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were told verbally and in written form that the data collected will be used only for the purposes of this 
study and kept confidential in each phase of the study, which ensured “face validity”.  

Necessary permissions were taken from the participants regarding the use of voice-recorders during 
the interviews. The administration of the questionnaire and the interviews lasted about 20 minutes in 
total for each participant.  

2.3 Data Analysis 
The data of the study were obtained from the literature review and semi-structured interviews and the 
questionnaire. The quantitative data collected through the questionnaire were analyzed by using 
“descriptive statistical method” while the qualitative data from semi-structured interviews were 
analyzed by using “descriptive analysis method”.  

The first step in the analysis was to transcribe semi-structured interviews and classify the data 
obtained from the questionnaire. Later, the frequencies of replies and opinions provided by the 
participants were tabulated, and the findings from these tables were described, analyzed and 
interpreted.  

3 RESULTS 
According to the findings of the research, the following results were reached: 

• The income of all participants, mostly four-person families, is below the poverty line according to 
research findings showing the poverty line of the four-person family in 2016-2017. 

•  All of the participants were able to meet the school needs of their children. 
• It was seen that more than half of the participants gave more importance to the basic lessons 

based on the findings of sending their children to the preparatory course for the TEOG exam. 
• It was seen that half of the participants approved their children to study for the TEOG exam in 

the art class. 

• It was seen that the participants did not consider the achievements of the visual arts course for 
personal development as a criterion for their children's future success. 

• It was seen that the importance given by the participants to the visual arts course was related to 
the possibility of their children working in this field in the future. 

• It was seen that visual arts teacher's understanding and related attitude was effective in the 
positive approach of the participants towards the visual arts course. 

• It was seen that the majority of the participants did not participate in the activities for the visual 
arts course, but if the event was free of charge, there was an increase in their desire for their 
participation. 

• It was seen that the majority of the participants evaluated the visual arts course with their 
children's dexterity and abilities. 

4 CONCLUSIONS 
The findings based on the opinions of families regarding fine arts course are interpreted with regard to 
the financial and cultural conditions of families. The conclusions here are mainly based on the fact that 
majority of the participant families have income that is lower than the poverty threshold and more than 
half of the participants are primary school graduates. Accordingly, the following findings were obtained 
from the study:  

• The participants are able to provide their children with school materials despite their low and 
insufficient income.   

• Academic achievements of their children both in basic courses and fine arts course are 
important for the participants. 

• The participants believe that basic courses are more important than other courses when their 
children take exams to start a higher level of education.  
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• Due to their concerns about the future of their children, the participants give more importance to 
achievement in TEOG exam rather than achievement in fine arts course. 

• Participants do not think that achieving the learning outcomes of fine arts course will be a 
criterion for their children’s future academic achievement  

• The importance given to fine arts course by the participants are closely related to the possibility 
of their children to work in the field in the future.   

• The educational background of the participants determine their interest in their children’s 
academic life. 

• The participants’ financial conditions are a determining factor in shaping their attitudes towards 
fine arts. 

• The participants’ knowledge about and interest in fine arts determine their attitudes towards fine 
arts course, which changes according to their educational background. 

• An understanding and enthusiastic fine arts teacher is an important factor in participants’ 
developing positive attitude towards fine arts course.    
The participants’ income levels, educational backgrounds and personal interests in fine arts are 
determining factors in their attendance in fine arts activities and events. 
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