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Abstract 
The principle of this work is to identify beliefs about the creativity of English as Foreign Language 
(ELF) teachers. Understanding their views and beliefs about creativity, which is considered an 
important field of research, authors such Pope and Runco [1, 2] refers to creativity as an academic 
interest. Within the Foreign Language classroom (LE), it is a vital element, which requires a creative 
teacher prepared to respond to the needs of students in a global and integrated manner. A 
questionnaire based on AlKars [3] allows us to obtain important information about EFL's higher 
education teachers in two countries, universities and different contexts, with the common goal of 
teaching English to students with Spanish as their mother tongue (L1). Information about their ages, 
university studies, years of teaching, certifications, were collected. Data results reflect coincident and 
divergent points of view and allow us to reflect on teaching practices, around creativity, individually 
and as collectives of work. 
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1 INTRODUCTION  
Creativity is defined by the systems approach, as a mental, social, cultural and psychological process. 
In this system occurs the interaction between three elements culture, the person and the ambit. This 
model of creativity proposes that: before a person can make a creative variation must have access to 
the domain, must want to learn his rules, the individual factors that contribute to the creative process 
are of great importance, an essential aspect of personal creativity corresponds to the ability to 
convince of the virtues of the novelty produced by one. (Pascale, 2005) 

Creativity is based on the configuration of personal resources, logical and dependent on the 
relationships of subject interactions in different systems, where their individual history, between 
personal resources, motivational formations, diverse cognitive abilities, flexibility, opening of the 
Experience, ability to structure the field of action, questioning and personalized elaboration among 
others. (Klimenko, 2009) 

Now a days exist  a big demand of teachers, due to the growing demand of English as an international 
language, society is demanding EFL teachers to be well qualified professionals, certificated, 
motivated, committed, and one of the most important characteristics of an effective teacher is 
considered to be creative, and to have the ability to stimulate students creativity as well.  

The Encyclopedia of English Language Teaching anticipate, Beliefs about language teaching could 
vary, every teacher have their own ideas and theories about language teaching and learning, those 
could be positive or negative, consciously or unconsciously and were formed according with each 
individual experience through years of study their individual and collective learning experience, years 
of teaching some of them with major or less impact in their beliefs. (TESOL) 

Among the various activities considered compulsory for EFL teachers, creativity is repeatedly set as, 
an important target, activities that best promote creativity are not well defined, and teachers not 
necessarily could get all the support their need to implement additional activities without affecting the 
curricula, or may not have all the support they need from their institutions and collectives of work to 
take decisions for teaching activities,  despite all these difficulties and contexts, creative teachers 
include in their classes activities that students consider creative and at the same time support and 
encourage the development of students’ creativity (Khani, 2014) 

Teachers’ beliefs, practices and attitudes are important for understanding and improving educational 
processes. (OECD, 2009) 
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The research developed, aims to identify EFL teachers’ beliefs to better understand the concept of 
creativity that they are developing through their own teaching practice, by observing the professional 
characteristics of teachers, the relationship establish between intelligence and creativity, importance of 
prior knowledge in creativity, motivation, creative teaching practices, an creative language teachers.  

2 OBJECTIVE 
The principle of this work is to identify beliefs about the creativity of English as a Foreign Language 
(ELF) teachers. 

Understanding their views and beliefs about creativity, which is considered an important field of 
research. 

3 METHODOLOGY 
This stage of a study consisted in the quantitative part conducted by a questionnaire based on 
(AlKars, 2013) allows us to obtain important information about EFL's higher education teachers 
working at the language center in two different universities, and in different countries, one in Valencia 
Spain, Universidad Politécnica de Valencia and the second one in Mexico Universidad Autónoma del 
Estado de México, UAEM Texcoco. 

First was observe the imminent need for a creative teacher who, transmits the necessary contents to 
students to accredit their subjects, keep the student's interest in learning and encourages their own 
creative vein. Teachers are required to transmit these contents in a creative and motivating way, so 
discovering what their beliefs about creativity are, will allow to establish some proposals to achieve the 
goal of being more creative teachers. 

This study was first proposed to the coordinator of the language center at the UAEM Texcoco because 
the term creative teaching is constantly mentioned in this academic environment, by students, as well 
as academic authorities, and debated by teachers. 

In a second stage teachers of the language center of the Universidad Politécnica de Valencia, were 
included, to contrast two different contexts. 

The questionnaire proposed for (AlKars, 2013) was modified and some of the questions were removed 
to best fit to the proposes of this study. Before requesting the teachers of the language centers their 
participation in the study, this was valued by EFL teachers at the UAEM Texcoco, as well as full-time 
teachers of the Universidad Autónoma Chapingo, Mexico, all of them with more than 10 years of 
experience as EFL teachers, the observations made by those teachers were considered and included 
in the modification of this questionnaire. 

Questionnaire was elaborated in Google forms and sent to the teachers by e-mail though their 
language center coordinators, attending to the General Data Protection Regulation of each country. 

Finally, answers were obtained and about 65% of the required t7eachers sent back the answers. Not 
all the teachers required wanted to participate in the study. Even though the two universities share the 
common goal of teaching English mainly to higher education students with Spanish as their mother 
tongue (L1) different contexts, were observed. 

4 RESULTS 
The participants of the study are in the range of age between 30-55 years old. 

Male teachers all have a master's degree, while in the group of women two have a doctorate degree. 

In general there is no relationship in the answers according to gender, the answers to the statements 
are varied and it is not possible to establish a significant co-relation in that sense 

The English level of 40% of the participants is C2 according the CEFR, at this level Cambridge English 
Scale, 2015 state the communicative task with sufficient flexibiity to communicate complex ideas in an 
effective way. 

35% of teachers obtained Cambridge FCE, and 29 % Cambridge CAE certification, the number of 
teachers with English as their mother tongue is not specified. (Graphic. 1) 
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Graphic. 1. 

In reference to the question How much do you agree with the following statements about the 
relationship between creativity and intelligence? Statement 2  Intelligent people can think of many 
ways to do something creative, majority of teachers strongly agree. The statemen 3 Intelligent people 
can make the mostof smalles opportunity recibed the same number of answers, strongly desagree, 
neutral, and strongly agree. (Graphic. 2) 

 
Graphic 2. 

About the importance of prior knowledge in creativity, participants strongly agree with the statements, 
Teachers can use their prior knowledge to create something new and by having prior knowledge, 
teachers will have more ways to implement something (Graphic, 3) 

 
Graphic 3. 
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The statements related with motivation in teaching, a point of contradiction is observed while most 
teachers report that their experiences as a student have encouraged them to be creative, in 
contradiction most teachers refer not to agree with the expression, I want to help students learn at 
their best. (Graphic, 4) 

 
Graphic 4. 

94% of teachers agree with the statemente Creativity in English language teaching is important. 
(Graphic, 5) 

.  
Graphic 5. 

The statements with the most agreement of the characteristics of creative language teaching, were CT 
stimulates student’s creativity and CT Involves different dimensions of student’s skills (targeted skills, 
social awareness) (Graphic, 6) 

 
Graphic 6. 
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About the characteristics and abilities that creative teacher have,  64% of teachers considered Do not 
want to stop learning, and want to improve themselves, 70% Do not hesitate to use any kinds of media 
and materials, just 58% considered Know their students’ needs as an important ability, 76% consider 
the statement Are able to create enjoyable and fun activities,as a suitlable characteristic of teachers, 
70% Have define goals and they have the flexibility to achieve the goals, 58% Are able to maximize 
the potential and minimize the weakness of the students, 70% Have good communication 
skills.(Graphic, 7) 

 
Graphic. 7 

5 CONCLUSIONS 
Regarding the characteristics of the participants, it is observed that the English teachers in the two 
institutions are in middle age, a significant fact is that more than half of the participants are women. 

Teachers have a high level of English although according to the dispositions of each institution this is 
below what was expected, and it is not clearly observed percentage of teachers that English is their 
mother tongue. 

Contradictory points found in some questions require more in-depth answers to interviews.  

The results show the quantitative part of the study and it is considered to also perform a quantitative 
part through interviews with teachers in both institutions. 
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