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Abstract  
The paper suggests an insight into the peculiarities of supervising the research work of intending 
translators, interpreters and English teachers. The authors share their empiric experience in involving 
students into research on Linguistics and Methods of Teaching languages and present their 
understanding of the role of this process in professional linguists’ training. 

The research data presented, discussed and analyzed in the article, were accumulated via traditional 
research methods of observation, product analysis and survey among students. The authors claim 
that introducing students into research work gives many opportunities not only for enriching the 
academic knowledge, improving skills of translating and teaching, but also for developing a many-
sided personality, cultural experience, abilities to regard the language items and process of translating 
and teaching as a research subject, comparing researchers’ points of view and express their own 
opinions based on facts. Besides, the students’ research work promotes to the skills of autonomous 
study, developing initiative and independent learning, which presupposes reading various textbooks, 
papers and monographs, alongside referring to encyclopedias and dictionaries.  

Preparing slideshows for conference reports and presentations of the investigation results gives 
opportunities to develop public speaking skills and creativity. The latter lets students carry out unique 
projects, develop intellectually, emotionally and verbally, as the most valuable result of this work is 
something created personally by them, the new knowledge gained through experimenting. Working 
with language and textual materials help students apply the following professional knowledge and 
skills in practice: working with lexicographic resources and compiling glossaries, finding stylistic 
devices in the text and analyzing their usage, making the analysis of translation difficulties, etc.  

The conclusions made by the authors are based also on the results of the students’ opinion survey, in 
which they were asked about the challenges they face, the support they need and the experience they 
get in the process of writing a research work. The authors present their findings on the specifics of 
supervising Bachelor and Master students, as there are evident differences in approaches, studied 
materials and chosen methods of research conducted by students of these stages of professional 
university education. The practical value of the paper is in an effort to improve the process of research 
supervision in terms of selecting themes, materials and to adapt it to meet the professional interests 
and needs of students. 

Keywords: Master’s degree courses, Linguistics, student, university education, educational 
technology, Russia. 

1 INTRODUCTION 
It is commonly known that the studying process at Bachelor’s Degree Courses presupposes research 
work in the corresponding field of knowledge. Modern standards of higher education suggest that is 
should be carried out profoundly. Those who learn to become a certified teacher of English or 
translator / interpreter are supposed to write a research work in the field of Linguistics, covering 
modern language and speech phenomena, discourse features and methods of English teaching [1].  

Modern trends in higher education, necessity to correspond to international standards have influenced 
the way students conduct their research and organize the academic writing process. Firstly, nowadays 
it is far more important, as it is essential in terms of getting grants for academic mobility and further 
studies. Therefore, it adds responsibility, demands better quality of research results and papers. 
Secondly, Bachelor students write their research works 3 times – at the second, third and forth years 
of studies. 10-15 years ago, when higher education had only one stage and lasted for five years, 
students wrote research work during the fourth and fifth years of studies [2]. Such a change has led to 
a number of challenges for scientific supervisors, as they are to work with students who have just 
adapted to new academic environment and have far less special background knowledge in the field, 
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poor understanding of the core concepts of linguistics. Consequently, they are supposed to properly 
encourage students’ autonomous work. Thirdly, supervisors face the problem of students’ attitude, as 
the latter focus more on the practical aspects of their profession. Research work is traditionally viewed 
as a theoretical aspect of studies, which is far more complicated, time-consuming and demanding 
greater effort. 

Modern requirements determine up-dated content, research materials as well as corresponding 
methods and approaches applied by supervisors so that students could present themselves 
thoroughly not only during the research itself and process writing, but also in conference reports and 
writing papers for proceedings [3]. 

2 BACKGROUND 
Students’ coursework is a logically completed independent study in the field of general linguistics, 
sociolinguistics, comparative linguistics or translation theory, methods of language teaching 
demonstrating the ability of the author to generalize scientific knowledge and independently draw 
scientific conclusions, illustrating them with their own examples. The paper should contain a 
justification of the relevance of the topic. This means that the problems studied in the work are 
understood as debatable, where little or incomplete research has been done. The student is required 
to disclose the problem being investigated, the work must also correspond to the modern state of 
linguistics. Selected methods and material for research should ensure objectivity of results [4]. 

A prerequisite for the successful implementation and presenting of the coursework to the board of 
teachers is clarity of purpose and clear statement of tasks. Consequently, it is necessary to clearly 
understand what is required to find out what the object of research is and the criteria for its selection 
are, in which branch of science this question has already been considered, what problems are 
associated with it, what results already exist, by whom they are obtained and what remains to be 
clarified. The statement of the course and results of the study should be illustrated with examples 
confirming the validity of judgments [5]. 

The research results presented in the conclusion should have theoretical and practical significance, 
accompanied by recommendations on their use in the field of teaching, translation or the process of 
intercultural communication. The material should be presented in a logical, conclusive and convincing 
manner. The work should have a clear structure, completeness, be written in a scientific language, 
framed in accordance with the established requirements, including with regard to the design of 
bibliographic references, the bibliography itself (list of used scientific literature), dictionaries and 
sources [4]. 

The work can be done either in Russian or in one of the studied foreign languages. The language of 
the coursework is chosen by students in agreement with their supervisor.  

The fulfillment and successful defense of coursework or final graduation work confirms that the level of 
professional training of a student/ graduate is consistent with the qualification characteristic of a 
bachelor degree. 

Research work is aimed at the formation of the following competencies as specified in federal 
education Standard for Higher Education: 

• the ability to improve and develop students’ intellectual and general cultural level; 
• the ability to independently learn new research methods, thus changing the scientific and 

production profile of their professional activities; 
• the ability to independently acquire, with the help of information technologies, and use in 

practice new knowledge and skills, which include new areas of knowledge not directly related to 
the field of activity; 

• the ability to generate new ideas (creativity), to adapt to new situations, to estimate the value of 
accumulated experience, enabling learners to analyze their own capabilities; 

• the ability to demonstrate knowledge of the modern scientific paradigm in the fields of 
linguistics, the dynamics of its development and the system of methodological principles and 
techniques of philological research; 

• the ability to demonstrate in-depth knowledge in a particular field of linguistics; 
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• possession of communicative strategies and tactics, rhetorical, stylistic and linguistic norms and 
techniques adopted in various areas of communication and the ability to adequately use them in 
solving professional problems; 

• the ability to self-replenish, critically analyze and apply theoretical and practical knowledge to 
the field of linguistics and other human sciences for their own scientific research; 

• the possession of the skills of self-study of the language system and the basic laws of the 
functioning of folklore and literature in the synchronic and diachronic aspects; study of oral and 
written communication with a statement of reasoned conclusions [1]. 

As a result of the educational and research work, students should learn the basic principles of 
organization, structure, content and methods of scientific research in the field of linguistics.  

Students have to be able: 

• to work with professional literature applying modern information technologies and to use 
appropriate research methods to solve a research problem;  

• to draw up a description of the study and its conclusions in an adequate scientific format that 
corresponds to the goals and objectives of the genre (course work, article, report, report thesis, 
final graduation paper, etc.);  

• to present the results of the work done in the form of reports, abstracts, articles, etc. using 
modern information technologies; 

• to lead a discussion on the research topic and a wide range of philological problems. 
Students are expected to demonstrate the following skills: 

• communicative strategies and tactics, rhetorical, stylistic and linguistic norms and techniques 
adopted in various areas of communication; 

• skills of independent study of the language system and the basic laws of the functioning of 
folklore and literature in the synchronic and diachronic aspects; 

• skills of qualified analysis, commenting, reviewing and summarizing the results of research 
conducted by other specialists, using modern techniques and methodologies obtained from 
advanced domestic and international research experience; 

• skills of searching and processing linguistic information using modern computer technologies 
[1]. 

3 OBSERVATION, FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Research Work at the Linguistics Major: Aims and Objectives 
Students’ research work is an integral part of teachers’ research activities organized at the Higher 
School of Foreign Languages and Translation Studies of Kazan (Volga Region) Federal University. 
Students’ research work can be organized in the following formats: 

1 Writing a research paper. 
2 Making a report at the annual students’ conference to demonstrate research results. 
3 Writing and publishing an article based on research results.  
4 Participating in various kinds of contests and grant activity [4]. 

The last step is not considered essential and is offered only to those students who have demonstrated 
the highest levels of research activity. 

Students’ research activity is an essential part of the Bachelor’s Degree Course. It aims to form 
general professional and cultural knowledge and skills / competences that the Federal State 
Educational standard considers to be vital. The main aim of students being involved in research work 
is to assist development in their ability to independently solve complicated research tasks. 
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Objectives of Students’ Research Work: 

1 to form and develop students’ ability to independently enlarge their theoretical and practical 
knowledge in the field of linguistics and other human sciences for further use; 

2 to form and develop students’ ability to investigate the language system and the main literature 
rules and regulations in the synchronic and diachronic aspects; 

3 to form and develop students’ ability to investigate forms of oral and written communication and 
to learn to set out reasoned conclusions and deductions; 

4 to form and develop skills of qualified analysis, commenting on and summarizing the results of 
research conducted by other specialists, using new information technologies, modern methods 
and methodologies from advanced Russian and international experience; 

5 to form and develop the ability to generate new ideas (creativity), adapt to new situations, 
reassess accumulated experience, analyze their capabilities, thus changing the scientific and 
research-production profile of their professional activities; 

6 to translate and edit scientific publications both in Russian and foreign languages [2, 4]. 

3.2 Peculiarities of Research Works’ Organization 
Successful supervision of research work presupposes the employment of optimal ways of scaffolding 
students. The approach involves several principles on which the process of supervision is based and 
they may be formulated and described in the following way [5]. 

Firstly, the process of research is student-centered, which means that personal interest in the theme 
and language material is taken into account. The themes are normally made up and formulated so that 
they involve language units functioning in some discourse (fiction, texts for special purposes, 
newspaper style, etc.) and may also be connected with translation issues of the respective materials. 
The research work is usually planned in such a way that students develop their knowledge in the 
relevant field of linguistics. Consequently, they expect that their research should be connected with the 
aspect of language they succeed in (pronunciation, vocabulary, grammatical structures, stylistic 
devices, peculiarities of translation, etc.). Observation shows that the quality of results the students get 
depends much on whether their theme corresponds to their preferences or not. This psychological 
factor helps them to analyze the language features of the regarded materials deeper and in more 
details, notice unique phenomena. Another psychological aspect is connected with “the situation of 
success” when students feel confident if they explore the issues genuinely interesting for them [6-8]. 

Secondly, the research is supposed to be carried out and checked regularly and continuously. The 
survey has shown that for most students doing research, compiling a research paper and presentation 
of results if front of the jury is the most challenging kind of activity in the academic process [9]. This is 
the reason why step-by-step involvement of students into research work is encouraged. The most 
optimal way for that could be taking part in conferences of different levels (university, city, regional, 
country, international, etc.). In this case they partially present the results of their research in the form 
of reports, making up slideshows, prepare papers for publication in conference proceedings or 
collection of scholarly articles, mostly those which are indexed in Russian Science Citation Index. 
Evaluation of results, gaining experience of public speaking usually facilitates the paper writing 
process, and the final procedure of presenting the research results. This could avoid much stress and 
reduce psychological tension [10]. 

Thirdly, the necessity to increase the academic prestige of the university and the Higher School of 
Foreign Languages and Translation Studies, the students are supposed to be focused on good 
results, i.e. the research paper should be of high quality. This is achieved by escaping from formalism, 
doing well-guided autonomous work, encouraging students’ initiative and independent learning. Mainly 
this involves careful study research (texts, encyclopedias and dictionaries), alongside the theoretical 
base (subject-related textbooks, papers and monographs) [4, 11]. 

4 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: PARTICIPANTS, INSTRUMENT AND RESULTS 

4.1 Participants 
70 students, 64 females and 6 males, from 10 groups of the second and third years of Bachelor’s 
courses of Kazan (Volga Region) Federal University, Kazan, Russian Federation, were invited to 
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participate in the questionnaire. The students’ major is Linguistics; the programmes are: Translation 
and Translation Studies; Theory and Methods of Teaching Foreign Languages and Cultures. All of the 
respondents study English as a second language and one or two additional European or Oriental 
languages. 

4.2 Instrument 
The instrument employed in this research was the questionnaire consisting of three questions targeted 
at getting feedback from the respondents. The students were asked to give their answers to the 
following: 1) Which factors influence your choice of themes for course papers and graduation paper? 
2) Which difficulties have you faced while writing your research works? 3) What professional 
competences do you gain and develop while carrying out research? The most important target of ours 
was to find out the students’ cognitive interests, the challenges currently facing them in completing the 
supervisor’s task, discover how students understand the place and role of research work in their 
education and find possible solutions to the problems which can arise. The respondents were asked to 
write extended, detailed answers, because we expected to them to share all their problems and cover 
all the issues, which could be omitted in multiple-choice questionnaire. This helped the authors to 
interpret the results of the survey, identifying the domineering trends.  

4.2.1 Which factors influence you choice of themes for course papers and graduation 
paper?  

75% of respondents say that the theme should involve interesting, up-to-date material, having 
practical significance and connectedness with their future profession. They want to understand 
perspectives of studying it, as they intend to enrich their knowledge and skills. 39% of students 
announced that they choose the topic because it is clearly formulated, easy to be understood due to 
basic knowledge related to the theme. 36% of respondents emphasize that the supervisor’s 
personality plays a great role, because psychological comfort is essential for the research. 28% of 
respondents consider that availability of references and materials and sufficient amount of information 
is one of the key factors. 13% of students say that they had a limited number of options and had to 
work with the theme they got.  

4.2.2 Which difficulties have you faced while writing your research works?  
The difficulties in doing a research work indicated in the questionnaires were various in their character. 
However, the most frequently mentioned (70%) is lack of available materials and references, 
especially of those which are published abroad. The complicatedness of information search process 
was explained by the fact that the theme should be both up-to-date, but new and “fresh” at the same 
time. 5 % of respondents mentioned the opposite problem, i.e. too much information, and difficulty 
choosing the most significant points.12% of students found it challenging to write the practical part, 
make analysis, make a survey, carry out an experiment, due to the lack of creative ideas. Some 
students had difficulty understanding the aims of research (6%), some had little knowledge on the 
topic and little experience in doing research (6%). 

Some of the factors concerned process writing (indicated by 45% of respondents in total): planning, 
correcting, editing, proofreading many times; necessity to follow the rules, which limit the number of 
pages; importance of using clichés, terms; formulating ideas, difficulty of using terms, making 
structurally correct sentences. A quarter of the respondents wrote that their difficulties were caused by 
the “formal” aspect of research: text organization, layout, presenting examples, tables, graphs, putting 
references, making up a list of bibliography. 10% of students complained that it is difficult to meet the 
requirements for text originality, as clichés of scientific style texts are considered to be plagiarism. 

Organization of the research process was mentioned by a fair number of students. 24% of 
respondents emphasized difficulties in interaction with a supervisor, such as delayed feedback, non-
involvement of the supervisor, interpersonal misunderstanding, lack of help and instructions. 4% of 
respondents faced a lack of opportunity to choose the theme, because the list of themes was limited. 

A quarter of the respondents mentioned psychological factors negatively influencing the research, 
such as procrastination, difficulty starting, laziness, perfectionism, poor time-management, fear of 
“white sheet”. Lack of necessity of doing a research, misunderstanding of its practical value in the 
academic process was mentioned by one respondent. 
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4.2.3 What professional competences do you gain and develop while carrying out 
research? 

The most frequent answers were about search, processing and using information, analyzing data, 
understanding the main ideas (mentioned by 44% of respondents). Besides, skills of working with MS 
WORD were mentioned by 6% of students. 

A fair number of students wrote about developing personal traits: patience, assiduity, stress 
resistance, self-confidence (19%). 6% of respondents mentioned responsibility, intention to develop, 
focus on result, making decisions.11% of respondents wrote about the importance of getting an 
original creative product, new knowledge, organized in a text. 9% of students indicate skills of handling 
difficult situations, finding compromises, social experience.  

The next category of answers concerned the cognitive and communication factors: studying one 
particular issue profoundly (14%), developing skills of expressing ideas (19%), improving public 
speaking skills (10%), enriching vocabulary (10%), writing longer texts (9%), writing scientific style 
texts (4%), training critical thinking skills (4%), skills of rephrasing (13%), translation skills (6%). 

Less popular answers (given by 5-9% of respondents) included the following points: developing 
erudition; developing memory (due to necessity to remember much information); developing creativity; 
improving skills of autonomous work; getting research experience; developing an ability to meet the 
deadlines. 6% of respondents said that conducting a research has no practical value and does not 
help to develop professional competences.  

5 CONCLUSION 
The challenges facing the supervisors are as follows: students’ lack of theoretical knowledge in 
linguistics, insufficient language skills, lack of motivation, as students’ main aim while studying at 
Linguistics major is developing a communication competence. Effective supervision of work is based 
on a number of principles of its organization: student’s personal interest in the aims and object of the 
research, continuous involvement in the research process, and focus on high standards. Observation 
of these give students opportunities to develop their cognitive and communication skills, emotional 
intelligence and cultural background. While writing the research, students improve their language 
knowledge, enrich general and special background, develop translating skills. The output of research 
supervised in this way is a creative piece of writing presenting unique conclusions students come to, 
supported by the examples they discover and analyze. 

Opportunities to choose a theme to their interests presupposes variety of choice and open-
mindedness of supervisors. Multidisciplinary researches, modern trends in linguistics, new materials 
and modern technologies (such as corpus linguistics) – all this serve to complete the task of creating a 
product of high quality [11]. 

With reference to the supervision experience and results of the students’ survey, we may conclude 
that work with highly motivated students make supervisors react responsively to all arising questions, 
change the form of interaction with students, consider new materials and be ready to adapt the 
research process. It is necessary to take into consideration the interests and expectations of students, 
develop their talents and creative skills. Approaches, forms and methods, of supervision could be 
flexible, so that the process of research writing should be void of psychological discomfort.  
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