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Abstract  
The article gives an insight into the peculiarities of building the creative writing competence through 
the National English Language Contest in Russia. The research findings are based on a prolific 
experience of the authors in coaching the National English Language contestants at Kazan Federal 
University and the Republican Olympic Centre for Gifted/ Talented Students, Kazan, Russian 
Federation. 

The article summarizes the concept of ‘creative writing’, its objectives, role and significance in the 
foreign language study as well as the requirements for the Writing Model of the National English 
Language Contest and its assessment criteria. The research data collected with the help of traditional 
research methods of literature review, observation, product analysis and questionnaire allow the 
authors to come to a number of conclusions. The most valuable of them is that building the creative 
writing competence promotes the multi-sided development of the students’ personalities, background 
knowledge, abilities to evaluate, reflect and express their opinion alongside improving their language 
skills in all kinds of activities. Learning to write creatively enriches vocabulary and grammar skills as 
well as style and register. It allows students to successfully complete the traditional writing tasks: 
homework/ essay assignments; writing assessments; short and long answer questions; 
presentations; standardized exam practice (NRE, IELTS, FCE, CAE) as well as to deal with advanced 
forms of written communication required for the National English Language Contest: informal and 
formal letters of different types, reports, reviews, stories, notes, articles. 

Based on the extensive long-term experience of the authors the creative writing competence is built by 
adopting Innovative Mind-sets via offering students real-life opportunities to practice writing in English,  
«FUN» but challenging activities and contests.The authors reveal that among others the most efficient 
forms of promoting creative writing and building the writing competence are blogging, picture-, meme-, 
photo-, famous quote- and comic-, journaling-, art-, a news item-based writing tasks provided the 
teachers determine the right choice of the writing topics. 

The authors’ views are supported unreservedly by the results of the students’ opinion survey on 
popularity and efficiency of different creative writing forms and technologies to build the advanced 
writing competence and improve their competitive ability for National English Language Contest, as 
referred to in the article. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
Every year, educational institutions in Russia hold various intellectual contests. Participation in them 
gives each child the opportunity to express their knowledge and skills beyond the basic curriculum. 

Currently, the so-called “Olympiad” movement in various subjects is actively developing and is 
becoming increasingly popular among young people. Successful performance of children at contests 
raises the prestige of educational institutions, encourages children and teachers to new achievements. 
For school students, these contests provide an opportunity to test their knowledge and skills, to prove 
themselves, to gain new knowledge, to develop abilities and interests, for teachers - to show the 
results of work, to identify most advanced students. 

The term “Olympiad” means an organized contest, a competition in the field of any knowledge or skills 
[1]. Olympiads search for young talents, identify the most advances, gifted students who have shown 
particular interest in the subject under study. The goals of such-like intelligence contests are: 1) 
promotion of scientific knowledge and the development of interest in research activity; 2) creation of 
the necessary conditions for the identification of gifted children; 3) intensification of the work of elective 
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courses, scientific societies and other forms of out-of-class and extracurricular work with school 
students; 4) career guidance for senior school students [2]. 

Subject contests are a competition of students (not always only of secondary education institutions), in 
which participants demonstrate their skills and knowledge in certain disciplines. The beginning of the 
modern Olympiad movement in Russia is considered to be the Mathematics Olympiad in 1934, 
organized by the Leningrad University. Today in Russia about 70 intelligence contests of various 
scales and levels are held annually. 

The winner gains an opportunity to fully demonstrate and develop his/her intellectual abilities. In 
addition, participation for the contest does not only expand the horizons and improves abstract and 
logical thinking, but also improves creative abilities. Obviously, the Olympiad tasks are not standard, 
therefore, the participants' mind adapts to the “flexibility” and originality of the problem-solving tasks. In 
the future, this will help current schoolchildren to solve various tasks, including those from real life, 
much better, since from a young age they will learn to view them from different angles.  

Another important point is the ability to properly apply one’s knowledge. Besides learning the material, 
the gain understanding how and where it can be used. Solving Olympiad tasks perfectly trains that 
very non-standard thinking, flexibility of mind, the ability to apply the acquired knowledge and skills in 
various fields [1]. 

In addition, participation in such-like contests develops self-confidence, increases stress resistance. 
Naturally, the Olympiad is a stress booster, and the ability to overcome it and related fear is also 
important in the “adult” life. Thus, participation in the subject contest is not only a test of school-
acquired knowledge, but also an excellent training and self-development. 

The winners of the Olympiads receive additional points to their final exam score. The winners of the 
National Republican or International Olympiad can enter higher education institutions without entrance 
examinations. Other Olympiads may include other benefits, for example, 100 score for the final exam, 
or entrance exams. However, it is necessary to clarify the rules of a particular university regarding the 
‘bonuses’ and benefits for admission. 

According to the “Regulations on the National School Olympiad”, approved by the Ministry of 
Education of the Russian Federation, the National Olympiads are conducted in four stages: school, 
municipal, regional (republican) and final. The stages of the Olympiad are conducted according to 
assignments drawn up on the basis of the approximate basic curriculum of secondary general 
education. Winners and prize-winners of all stages of the Olympiad are determined on the basis of the 
results of the participants in the particular stages of the Olympiad [3]. 

The Foreign Language Olympiad or National Foreign Language Contest tasks provide for the 
expansion of linguistic and Country Study competence of students. Participants of the Contest are 
required to show not only a high level of mastery of the curriculum, but also a creative approach to the 
implementation of the proposed tasks, erudition, ingenuity, and in some cases a contextual guess. 

When training students for the Foreign Language Olympiad, it should be noted that assignments 
check practical skills in solving communicative tasks in all types of speech activity and key 
competencies of participants in the Contest. It is important to note that the tasks themselves are 
creatively oriented, have a problem-searching character, are formulated as a specific communicative 
task. 

The National Foreign Language Contest is one of the ways to identify students with special abilities to 
give them a motive and opportunities for further development and realization of these abilities ad 
aptitudes [1]. The current education goal is to focus on the developing the active and creative 
individual capable of comprehension the global problems of humanity and ready to solve them as far 
as possible. The society needs people who are able to think originally, but who are able to find new 
ways to solve the proposed tasks, to find a way out of the problem situation. 

2 BACKGROUND  
There are various methodical approaches to foreign language instruction at school: lexical, 
grammatical, textual, structural, communicative, system and others. All of them are quite viable; some 
of them “are not conducive to communication and productive speech: the instruction is based on 
copying, imitation” [4, p. 28]. For example, lexical or grammatical approach is based on the priority 
position of vocabulary or grammar in training and requires a mastery of a number of lexical or 
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grammatical structures, called samples. Data-focusing occurs in exercises on substitution, simulation, 
gap-filling, etc. According to the product-oriented approach, which has been used and is still 
applicable world-wide in methods of teaching foreign languages, speech is seen as a set of still-life 
samples. While learning a foreign language the student seeks to master understanding and generation 
of such samples [5, p. 116]. In this approach, the text serves as a sample to be analyzed, simulated 
with its model with organization becoming the subject mastery. 

Within the above mentioned approaches the main goal is the formation of lexical, spelling and syntax 
skills, but not the creation of individual text as a product of the creative process. By the ‘individual 
creative text’ we understand “a certain unity of meaning that reflects the author’s process of cognition 
of the world and himself/herself as a creative personality / part of this the world” [6, p. 5].This requires 
a different approach to foreign language instruction, the creative one [7].  

The desirable effect is likely to be achieved through application of methods of active learning as ways 
to facilitate students' learning and cognitive activity, which induces them to active thinking and 
practical activities in the process of mastering the material, when not only the teacher is active, but 
students are active, too [8]. They are based on the principle of direct participation, which obliges the 
teacher to make each student an active participant in the educational process, searching for ways to 
solve the discussed problem [9]. It is customary to refer a case-technology, problem solving tasks, 
role-ply, problem-solving lectures and seminars, imitation projects, conferences, debate, trainings, and 
others alike to the active learning methods [10].  

Research shows, the most common method of active foreign languages learning applied in modern 
education is creative writing. Creative writing is one of the methods of active learning, aimed mainly at 
developing the skills of reading and writing in a foreign language. Creative writing goes beyond the 
traditional academic activities of students, is characterized by a narrative form of presentation, 
involves the creation and development of the main characters, using various means of expression 
[11]. Despite the relative unpopularity of creative writing in the Russian teaching methodology, it 
occupies a rather high and important position in universities and colleges worldwide, where creative 
writing is an independent discipline, and not a learning technology. Here, creative writing is 
understood as any type of writing in any period of time that exists to achieve the following objectives:- 
transfer and save written information; creation of conditions for self-realization and self-expression 
necessary for mental human health [12].  

In these regards creative writing “does not reproduce a given pattern, but exports a persona emotional 
power of the writer” [13, p. 108]. In the process of creative writing, through encouraging the power of 
imagination, something new or, at least, a new point of view on something already known arises [9]. 
When practicing creative writing, there is a constant change in the role of the student through 
relocation or movement into objects or people. Thus, under the creative writing we understand this 
kind of letter and the text as a whole, which was compiled taking into account all the rules and 
requirements in this microenvironment (in our case in a group of school students). This type of writing 
contains personal assessment, contribution and point of view of the writer (student) who used his 
imagination, knowledge (as already existing, and just acquired) in order to transfer information to a 
specific person (teacher) or group of persons (group of students). Creative writing is characterized by:  
1) characters, plot, structure, perspective, author's attitude, actions, dialogues, style; 2) productive 
nature of different degree of complexity, which allows the use of creative writing at any stage of 
mastering a foreign language, with any studied topic, different levels of knowledge and the 
development of students' skills; 3) the use of language units of a variety in form and content, among 
which may be both lexical and grammatical; 4) game and imitation; 5) expression of the ideas in 
written form; 6) creative character providing for self-expression; 7) involvement of feelings and 
emotions of students; 8) active mental actions, in particular reasoning and imagination; 9) 
encouragement of motivation of students [13, p. 25].  

Writing tasks of various kinds can be attributed to creative writing. Among them are team and 
individual writing of fairy tales, stories, essays, stories and letters on behalf of any character, hero, 
animal, subject, restoring the beginning and end of the story, continuing an unfinished literary work, 
etc. It may also involve the response to the letter, telephone conversation, storytelling using pre-known 
linguistic units, brainstorming, communication diagrams, association, the “methods of six hats” and 
empathy, clusters and alike [12]. 

Naturally, creative tasks help relieve fatigue, provide for relaxation and, consequently, cater for the 
creative product (achieving goals through creativity) and enrichment of the personality in general as 
creativity is an essential part of a human being today. As a result we may acquire a creative text, as a 
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creative product made by a student, not only as a way of expression, but also a way of communicating 
with other people [7]. It is likely to be original or at least contain original elements. According to 
L.O. Butakova, “creative writing is the product of creative written work – the recorded final result of the 
speaker’s activities, reflecting the peculiarities of his/her consciousness, i.e. ways of exploring the 
environment and their presentation in the mental and linguistic structures” [14, p. 23]. All of the above 
applies, of course, to the foreign language creative product.  

Following many Russian and international researchers we emphasize that the main task of the teacher 
is to teach students to think creatively, to reconstruct the information known to them, to develop 
intuition [7]. Students learn to see a new problem in the traditional situation, new signs of the object 
being studied, determine personal position with regard to this problem [10]. 

3 OBSERVATION, FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Advanced Forms of Written Communication Required For The National 
English Language Contest 

The creative approach is successfully applied in coaching the National English Language contestants 
at Kazan Federal University and the Republican Olympic Centre for Gifted/ Talented Students, Kazan, 
Russian Federation. Learning to write creatively enriches vocabulary and grammar skills as well as 
style and register. It allows students to successfully complete the traditional writing tasks: homework/ 
essay assignments; writing assessments; short and long answer questions; 
presentations; standardized exam practice (NRE, IELTS, FCE, CAE) as well as to deal with advanced 
forms of written communication required for the National English Language Contest. 

For this modern theory and practice of teaching a foreign language urges us to apply the following 
methods and techniques, best summarized by Yu. Makarova (2016) [15]: brainstorming, free 
association technique (automated writing, free-writing, clustering and mind mapping), the If … 
technique, forecasting et al. as cited in N.Bobyreva and N.Pomortseva [7]. 

Types of tasks may be different, and each of them has its own requirements for implementation. 
Below we consider in detail all kinds of written work, but first let's find out by what criteria they are 
evaluated: 1) Content – the contestant is to reveal the topic as thoroughly as possible and complete 
the task, taking into account all the ideas given in the task and answer all the questions. 2) Solution of 
the communicative task - the contestant is to choose the right style of presentation of the text: formal 
or informal, informational or entertaining and write the work accordingly, considering the specific target 
audience, which is specified in the task. 3) Organization of the text - the contestant is to follow the 
format of the chosen type of work, considering the rules of cohesion and coherence. 4) Language - the 
contestant is to show a relevant rich vocabulary and complex grammatical structures. 

3.1.1 Informal and Formal Letters of Different Types 
The main difference between these letters is the language the student use. In all cases, it is important 
that the writing style is appropriate for the target audience. The main components of a good letter: 1) 
Introduction, where the contestant is to write the purpose of your message. The formal letters require 
the authors to introduce themselves. 2) The Main Body, where the contestant is to write about their 
problem, wishes, etc.  Each new aspect should be taken out in a new paragraph. As a rule, a new 
paragraph should be started with a thematic sentence. Examples and explanations follow it. 3) The 
conclusion, where the contestant is to pay attention to the main points of your letter and / or express 
their opinion. In the formal letter, any action that the authors wants to take should be accompanied by 
explanations. In an informal letter, the sender usually writes wishes. It is important to keep the same 
style throughout the letter, without mixing too formal phrases with everyday ones. 

Regarding The National Foreign Language Contest the example of the tasks might be the follows: 
Imagine that you want to get a summer job in a sports camp for children. Write a letter to the head of 
the camp. Use the following plan: write what you would like to do in the camp; prove that you need this 
job; prove that you are the best person for this kind of job; observe the rules of letter writing.  
 Do NOT write down the address.  Do not write down your REAL name. Write 100 -120 words [3]. 

3.1.2 Reports  
The report is a formal document prepared by one person or a group of people who have been 
studying a particular subject. There are two basic kinds of reports: the first simply provides information 
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on a topic and gives a brief conclusion or summary at the end. Example: a report on the educational 
system in a particular country, written to help someone research the subject. The second sets out to 
identify strengths and weaknesses in a particular situation and make recommendations for 
improvement1) Language and register. Reports are the most impersonal kind of writing and it is 
usually best to avoid expressing personal opinions or feelings, except, perhaps, in the conclusion. It is 
also advisable to avoid making very definite statements unless you’re absolutely sure they’re true.  

2) Layout and organisation. Reports should have a clear factual heading and may also have 
subheadings which divide the writing into shorter sections. The information should be organised and 
presented as clearly and logically as possible, with a short introduction explaining the aims of the 
report and how the information was obtained and a suitable conclusion, summing up the information 
and making recommendations if necessary. 

In terms of The National Foreign Language Contest the example of the tasks might be the follows: 
Imagine that you are a linguist doing research into the dialogues in children's animated films. You 
have collected some data on the ways female characters are complimented (see the charts below). 
Write a brief report describing the changes you have noticed comparing Disney movies over the years. 
Use the following plan: make an opening statement; give some general information outlining the trend, 
analyze the information given in the charts; suggest possible reasons for the changes happening; 
make a conclusion. 
Do NOT write down the address.  Do not write down your REAL name. Write 220–250 words [2]. 

3.1.3 Reviews 
The review is a genre used to describe a book or a film or alike. Fulfillment of a task implies competent 
presentation of one's ideas in a foreign language, as well as compliance with the format of a given 
written work. 

As with any type of composition, the review has a structure: Introduction, The Main Body, Conclusion. 
In the introduction, as a rule, they report on which work was chosen for the review, why they stopped 
on this work, what made it write a review. There is no point in writing a lot at the beginning, it should 
be 2-3 sentences that will tell the reader what it is about. The most interesting is in the main part, here 
the contestant can give free rein to their imagination. In this part, they indicate which actors are 
playing the main roles and which characters they play, and it would be good to combine this with the 
events of the film. However, do not get carried away and retell the whole plot: do not forget that your 
review can be read by a person who has not seen the film or has not read the book. And in 
conclusion, every self-respecting connoisseur of literature and cinema writes whether this film / book is 
worth a look / read, and also sums up why he/she thinks so. 

In terms of The National Foreign Language Contest the example of the tasks might be the follows: 

You see this announcement on the notice board of the school where you study. 
Reviews Wanted! Share your experiences about the best music event (concert/festival) you visited! 
What was it like? Describe it! 
Give comments about the musicians/singers! Why would you recommend it to other people? 
Write your review in 180-200 words in an appropriate style. Time: 45 minutes [1]. 

3.1.4 Stories 
A story or a novel is a more concise form of artistic prose, rather than a novel or a novel. It goes back 
to the folklore genres of oral retelling in the form of legends or instructive allegory and parable. 
Compared to the more extensive narrative forms in the stories, there are not many actors and one plot 
line (less often several) with the characteristic presence of any one problem. Most stories have 3-4 
parts. Students of the junior - middle level can be offered the traditional division into a beginning, the 
development of the plot and the end. For senior students, the task is more complicated. The story is 
divided into 4 parts: in the first the reader meets the characters, place and time of events, in the 
second - the circle of events preceding the created situation is determined, in the third part the author 
sets the problem before the main character and in the final part describes ways of resolving her, 
feelings and reaction Heroes or events that follow the resolution of the problem. 

In terms of The National Foreign Language Contest the example of the tasks might be the follows:  
You see this announcement on the website of the school newspaper of the school where you study. 
Stories Wanted! Write the story, which has the title ‘Actions speak louder than words’! 
There must 2 or 3 characters in your story! There must be directed speech in your story!  
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There must be the following words in your story (you can change the form of the words: boast, out of 
the blue, give up, disappoint!) 
A student who will write the best story will get a prize! 
Write your story in 180-200 words in an appropriate style. Time: 60 minutes [1]. 

3.1.5 Articles 
Article is a very common type of text nowadays. We can find all kinds of articles in newspapers, 
magazines, blogs, etc. a winning article should meet the following requirements: 1) Purpose of an 
article - the aim of an article is usually to talk about a topic that we like or that we are familiar with. 
Besides, an article must entertain the reader and, almost always, recommend the thing they are 
talking about. 2) Language: In general, an article is more informal than an essay, although it will 
depend on where it is supposed to be published (an international magazine, a teenage magazine, a 
college magazine, an online blog, a newspaper, etc.). However, the most common case is that the 
contestant must write a text in an informal or colloquial style. For this reason, the tone must be 
relaxed, making use of contractions, phrasal verbs and other colloquial expressions. Besides, it is 
recommended to use rhetorical questions and exclamation marks to engage the reader. 3) 
Structure: articles must always have a title. If possible, this must be catchy and witty so as to engage 
the reader. Then, each paragraph must address a single idea, to which you must add the introduction 
and the conclusion, where the students are usually expected to make a recommendation. It is also a 
good idea to end your article with a rhetorical question, especially if it is going to be an online article 
where people could (in theory) leave a comment. 4) Giving opinion: - an article is almost exclusively 
about giving your opinion, so feel free to do so through the whole piece of writing. As you are normally 
asked to write about something you like or enjoy, opinions are expected to be generally positive.  

In terms of The National Foreign Language Contest the example of the tasks might be the follows:  
You see this announcement on the notice board of the school where you study. Can you help others 
to study well? Share your experiences how to study the English language effectively! 
What advice would you want to give other students about what they should and should not do in order 
to study well throughout the year? What is the most effective way of learning the English language? 
Write your article in 180-200 words in an appropriate style. Time: 45 minutes [2]. 

3.2 Efficient Forms of Promoting Creative Writing and Building the Writing 
Competence  

3.2.1 Blogging and journaling 
In order to improve their writing skills, students must be encouraged to write more. It must turn into a 
regular and daily practice.  Journaling and diary writing have proved to be one of the most effective 
ways of learning to express themselves in writing. One of the foremost advantages of journaling is that 
students are not afraid to make mistakes and errors (since journals are personal), there are no strict 
rules, no restrictions, no rights and wrongs, no do’s and don’ts.  They are free to write down any ideas 
and thoughts that come to their mind as well as their experiences and observations.  Diarists and 
journal writers are free to use different sentence patterns, topics and narrative styles. Keeping a 
journal promotes to building and boosting students’ writing skills that later can be used for other kinds 
of writing. Anything can be the journaling material. The most common idea is writing down all about 
you, your daily life and about what happened to you during the day (a week/month) or your feelings in 
detail.  The students found it interesting to write about what they have seen, what they have heard 
from other people, what they have tasted, what sounds they have heard. As a result, apart from 
enhancing their writing skills, they obtain a habit of noticing details in everyday life that can provide 
them with ideas for further, more difficult forms of writing. Focusing on a general theme (for example: 
things that annoy me; things I do to stay awake; types of weather I cannot stand; character traits I hate 
in people; people I admire) teaches students to break them into smaller categories and subdivide them 
and helps people to organize the text. The older students might also be asked to write on some 
evocative and reminiscent questions, for example, my first teacher, my first day at school, my 
childhood memories. One of the motivating ideas proved to be writing a series about people: my 
neighbours; the body language of my classmates; what my peers like wearing; the people I look up to; 
the most eccentric people I’ve ever met and other ideas. One of the most preferable tasks for students 
is to write about their dreams and answering the “would questions”.16] 

Blogging (especially, school blogs series) has proved to be the type of writing that makes almost all 
students start writing since they are free to choose a topic and a theme and should not follow the rules 
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of academic writing. One of the most important aspects that blogs help to work on is headlines and 
first sentences, the aspects that are also crucial for stories and articles writing. The objective of 
headlines and first sentences is to make your readers get interested in the theme, continue reading 
and read right to the end [17]. Blogging is also an effective way to learn to ask readers questions. 
Blogs are also very helpful to improve persuasive language, as the blogs might have different 
purposes: get your readers learn something new (for example, what are symbols of my country; what 
are the most popular legends of my culture; the most popular modern hobbies, the most interesting 
facts about my city and etc.); get your readers think in a different way; get your readers find a new 
source of inspiration and start doing something (for example, how to stop procrastinating; how to 
become the best student in a class; the best sportsman in the class; how to start to be more 
environmentally-friendly and etc.); get your readers start a new way of doing something when the old 
ones fail (for example, a new way of learning a foreign language, a new way of managing time and 
etc). Students practise different linguistic means to describe, give information, prove something, 
express opinions, agree or disagree. Blogging demands students to use linguistic means to give 
opinions, including the opposite ones, to clarify the position, to ask short questions, questions with 
prepositions. Besides, blogging helps students to interact more successfully as they write comments, 
share their own experiences. Writing blogs means that a student has his/her own voice and they learn 
to use the language that works best for their voice. 

3.2.2 Picture-, meme-, photo-based writing tasks 
Picture- and photo-based writing offers a range of written responses: creative storytelling, narratives, 
analysing something. These types of tasks can be used with a variety of learners, from elementary 
school students to high school students. Such meaningful and fun tasks as “What is the story behind 
the photo?”; “Celebrations experiences”; “Travelling experiences”, “Your opinion of what is happening 
in the picture”?, “If I were …., I would ….”, “I remember ….”; pictures of dishes, accessories, clothes, 
people, pets, accommodation, buildings  situational pictures, storyboarding, posters, snapshots, 
photos of famous art-works,  effectively develop not only writing skills but develop extensive  and less 
common vocabulary and use a range of simple and complex grammar patterns and promotes 
background knowledge. Making a picture collage and then produce a piece of writing has proved to be 
highly motivating and fun activities that also helps to boost your vocabulary and use it for further 
writing. Compare and contrast pictures have also often been used during the classes and have made, 
for example writing contributions, a less challenging task. Besides, these skills might be very helpful 
when taking a National Exam in English.  Collaborating together to plot and develop a story for a 
sequence of pictures or photos can help students learn from each other's strengths as writers. Meme-
based writing is used today by many teachers. This type of activity works well as a fun communication 
tool and one of the most effective ice-breaking activities. 

3.2.3 Famous quote- and comic-based  
A famous quote-based writing usually involves discussing issues connected with a certain topic under 
study and create opportunities to express personal opinions on the topic. Students also learn to 
express the author’s ideas in their own word and to interpret the message hidden in the quotation.  
Carefully chosen quotes encourages students to generate their own ideas on the given abstract topic. 
For example, the quote by Martin Luther King Jr.: 

“If you can’t fly, then run, 
If you can’t run, then walk, 
If you can’t walk, then crawl,  
But whatever you do,  
You have to keep moving forward…” [18] 

It encourages students to write about different success stories and providing keys to success and 
write about their own aspirations and hopes. The authors have used the comic-based writing with high 
school students. Their background knowledge and some life experience allows to offer more 
advanced tasks, such as exploring the theme of humour, discussing issues, exploiting characters.   
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4 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: PARTICIPANTS, INSTRUMENT AND 
RESULTS 

4.1 Participants 
50 high school students, 34 males and 16 males, 9-11 graders took part in the research. On the 
results of the school and municipal rounds these students were selected for special National English 
Contest training sessions at Kazan Federal University and the Republican Olympic Centre for Gifted/ 
Talented Students, Kazan, Russian Federation. The average age was 16 year ranging from 15 to 18. 

4.2 Instrument 
The instrument used in this study was the questionnaire including three questions aimed at extracting 
specific data from the respondents. The students were asked to give their answers to the following: 1 
1) What writing tasks (stories, articles, reports, reviews, narratives, blogging, famous quote-, picture-
based writing) do you find the most challenging? 2) What writing tasks most help to improve language 
skills? 3) Do you prefer standard writing or writing tasks that make you use your imagination? Those 
were open-ended questions, as we intended to get detailed and multisided responses without any 
content or formal limitations. 

The data were analysed by means of counting the number of answers that go under a particular 
category. Since the respondents were free to touch upon any aspect of the issue they might find 
essential the interviewers made a considerable effort to sort out the similar points of view together and 
come to certain conclusions. 

4.3 Results 
34 students (67%) consider that blogging, picture-based writing involves creativity, and it does not 
depend on the style or content. 16 respondents (33%) answered that  famous quote- and comic-based 
writing stimulate their imagination and creativity and allow them to express themselves in the target 
language. These are followed by stories (28%), articles (25%), narratives (24%). The creativity is in 
making up a new text with the similar aesthetic influence on the reader, which involves conveying 
feelings and emotions. It demands subjective perception and understanding [7].  

42 high school students (80%) believe that learning languages is a creative process. Studying a 
language is not a monotonous cramming of grammar rules and words, it is introduction to a new world 
with its culture (literature, films, music, etc.). Besides, creativity lies in the use of various means and 
methods, combination of materials and approaches. Learning a foreign language is a way of self-
development, which broadens a person’s mind and capabilities, including creative ones. Moreover, 
being creative in studying results in better knowledge of the subject [7]. 

The majority of the respondents (90%) voted in favour of the creative writing tasks (articles, stories, 
narratives, blogging, picture-based writing) though considering them more challenging in comparison 
with the standard writing assignments (essays, reports and alike).  

The following tasks and forms of work were mentioned as most thought-provoking and engaging  (a 
number of respondents is indicated in brackets): articles (39), stories (38), narratives (30), blogging 
(32), picture-based writing(46), famous quote-(34) and comic-based (43) writing, essays (15), reports 
(18) .The respondents highly appreciated the provided new form of tasks, which is unfamiliar and 
gives them freedom of choice.  

5 CONCLUSION 
Mastering a foreign language provides outstanding opportunities for improving general education: it 
promotes the comprehensive development of a personality; enriches background knowledge in 
different spheres within the interdisciplinary approach; improves the skills of evaluating, reflecting and 
expressing opinions. All this contributes to the development of creative skills, which can naturally be 
combined with traditional productive activities meant for improvement of language skills: speaking and 
writing for discussing the problems within the topic or the studied material [7]. 

The authors’ views are supported by the results of the students’ survey on popularity and efficiency of 
creative assignments, their individual preferences of the tasks used by teachers and coachers The 
authors conclude than building the creative writing competence promotes the multi-sided development 
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of the students’ personalities, background knowledge, abilities to evaluate, reflect and express their 
opinion alongside improving their language skills in all kinds of activities. Learning to write creatively 
enriches vocabulary and grammar skills as well as style and register. 

Practicing creative writing in coaching the contestant of the National Foreign Language Contest, it is 
necessary to consider the following of its components, namely: methods, principles, techniques and 
learning objectives. But the most important component is control. It is very difficult to evaluate the work 
of students when using this technology, since it allows you to evaluate most often the grammatical 
component of the written text. When solving educational tasks in a creative way, students with the 
purpose of an original, non-standard and non-template representation of the problem being solved, the 
exercises performed can make mistakes, which in this case can be regarded as a stylistic device, but 
in fact will be speech errors. In addition, the teacher will not always be able to evaluate the work and 
determine the level of acquired knowledge, since the task can be performed without using certain 
knowledge and skills [12]. 

Therefore, the educational process should be built in such a way that the lesson is not only interesting 
and motivating, but also informative. A high degree of informativeness, efficiency and effectiveness of 
classes using the technology of creative writing can be achieved only by observing the features of the 
application of this technology. In conclusion, it should be noted that creative writing forms do not only 
boost the linguistic competence, reading and writing skills, lexical and grammatical skills, which 
include the correct use of language units, but also creative thinking. This refers to the experience of 
working in a team, effective time management, etc., which altogether allows to develop the skills 
crucial for the contestant thriving for the victory in the National Foreign Language Contest. 
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