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Abstract 
In this study, it was aimed to understand and compare the perceptions of gifted and other students 
about fairy tale characters and heroes through their drawings, writings under them and observations of 
the researcher. Additionally, it was aimed to evaluate the implications of the findings in terms of 
Turkish courses and its objectives regarding the development of critical thinking skills, cultural 
background and universal point of view. In the study, participants were consisted of 15 gifted and 15 
other students of 7th grade. As research method, descriptive survey was used and data were analyzed 
using SPSS. Percentage and frequency values were given to examine the data in terms of variables. 
We analyzed; general characteristics of children's drawings of fairy tale heroes, whether they drew 
human heroes or non-human/imaginary/fantastic heroes, whether or not they include other objects 
and persons in the pictures, whether their heroes/characters were depicted in action or not, whether 
they drew good or bad characters/heroes, their characters/heroes’ situation regarding power, whether 
they drew universal or local characters etc. The findings of the analysis were examined and evaluated 
comparatively between gifted students and others to understand whether they differ in terms of their 
perceptions of fairy tale heroes/characters and whether there were any differences according to their 
gender status. The mean of ages of the children included in the study was 10.5 years. It was found 
that 80% of the gifted and 73,33% of the other students devised and wrote about male heroes. While 
the gifted children had 66.67% of the heroes with super power, the other students had 80% of them. 
73.33% of the gifted children were found to portray heroes of universal characteristics, and 33.33% of 
other students depicted heroes with local characteristics. It has been concluded that the heroes of the 
children of both groups were generally male and had extraordinary power. Moreover, we concluded 
that they have a limited sense/perception of fairy tales and heroes, their perception and critical 
approach may be developed through more reading and analyzing fairy tales by using different points 
of view, different kinds of approaches and textual analysis methods. 
Keywords: Fairy tale heroes, perceptions of students, critical thinking, culture. 

1 INTRODUCTION 
Children's drawings have always attracted the attention of psychologists, educators, art historians and 
artists. The drawings are seen as immature concepts of their world, mental maps or mental copies of 
their mental life. On the other hand, the drawings reflect the emotional worlds of children [1]. Drawings 
reflect children’s own thoughts and let them draw whatever they want, as they wish. Drawings are 
useful and very fast tool for gaining a considerable amount of information in a short time [2]. Drawings 
are often funny and enjoyable way to express their views and experiences for children [3]. In their 
drawings, children reflect the characteristics of their environment and their own inferred meanings 
about their surrounding [4]. Drawing is a way of communicating that serve to reveal individuals' 
personality, intelligence, concerns and attitudes [5]. 

Picture and child are dynamic phenomena that complement each other and change constantly. Picture 
is one of the most effective and important ways of communication. The child's personal and social 
needs are closely related to their comprehension of some artistic symbols. Spots, lines and shapes 
formed by the child's drawing and painting processes are signs of communication [6]. 

In fairy tales, children face different kinds of problems that they can solve and thus show them a way 
to develop effective solutions to the problems they face in their lives. In this sense, literary products 
with different problems and solutions can be effective on problem solving skills of children. The 
discovery of the interpersonal conflict resolution process in fairy tales will demonstrate the role of 
children's literature in gaining and developing problem-solving skills [7]. 

In short, fairy tales, even though it does not meet the need for ‘survival’, does not feed the digestive 
system but satisfies the need for survival by nurturing the spiritual existence and supporting the child's 
ability to cope with the problems [8]. 
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2 METHODOLOGY 
The aim of this descriptive survey study is to investigate the perceptions of gifted children and other 
children attending normal/regular school with respect to fairy tale heroes/characters by examining their 
drawings. In accordance with this purpose; we analysed; general characteristics of children’s drawings 
of fairy tale heroes, whether they drew human heroes or non-human/imaginary/fantastic heroes, 
whether or not they include other objects and persons in the pictures, whether their heroes/characters 
were depicted in action or not, whether they drew good or bad characters/heroes, their 
characters/heroes’ situation regarding power, whether they drew universal or local characters. 
Therefore, we tried to see whether there are differences in drawings in terms of their being gifted or 
not and in terms of their gender.  

2.1 Participants 
This study was consisted of 15 gifted children that were identified by Science and Art Center’s own 
tests and 15 other 7th graders who were randomly selected from the secondary schools in the province 
of Isparta, Turkey. Therefore, a total of 30 students participated in the study voluntarily. The number of 
gifted boys participating in the study was 7, the number of gifted girls was 8, the other 7th graders were 
consisted of 6 girls and 9 boys. 

2.2 Data Collection 
Children in the study group were asked to draw ‘the hero of a fairy tale that first comes to their minds’. 
Children were given pastel crayons and white A4 papers. They were advised that they could take their 
time as they wanted and flexibly, and the children were encouraged to draw pictures. The children 
were then asked to describe and talk about the artwork they made and the statements were noted for 
each child. The data of the children's drawings were collected through the information obtained from 
children's drawings. In terms of variables, the percentage and frequency values of the data were 
given. After that children's drawings of the fairy tale characters/heroes were examined; findings about 
the general characteristics of the characters drawn by the children were analyzed.   

3 RESULTS  
The data obtained in accordance with the purpose of the study were evaluated by statistical analysis.  
The findings were interpreted and presented on the tables below. 

Table 1. Drawings of Heroic Characters by Gender of the Participants. 

Gender 
Girl Boy Heroine Drawings Hero Drawings 

n % n % Girl % Boy % Girl % Boy % 

Other Children 6 42,9 9 56,3 1 16,7 3 33,3 5 83,3 6 66,7 

Gifted Children 8 57,2 7 43,8 3 37,5 - - 5 62,5 7 100 
     4 28,6 3 18,8 10 71,4 13 81,3 

80% of the gifted children drew characters who are male heroes and 73,33% of the other children’s 
protagonists were male.  

In their drawings, other children drew fairy characters that are non-human; that is why, these 
characters’ gender were not identified and for that reason their rate of drawing male heroes may be 
low.  

 Table 2. Human Drawings and Imaginary Hero Drawings of Participants. 

Gender 
Girl   Boy   Human Drawing Imaginary Hero Drawing 

n % n % Girl % Boy % Girl % Boy % 

Other Children 6 42,9 9 56,3 3 50 7 77,8 3 50 2 22,2 

Gifted Children 8 57,2 7 43,8 3 38 5 71,4 5 63 2 28,6 

     6 43 12 75 8 57 4 25 
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While 53.33% of the gifted students drew human protagonists in their pictures, and 46% of them drew 
imaginary characters. 66.66% of other children drew human characters. The children with normal 
intelligence, compared to gifted ones, imagined and drew characters that have human characteristics 
and features.  When we look at this situation in general, we can observe that 60% of the participants’ 
drawings included human characters and they had less imaginary characters. This fact is a different 
situation that stands out.  

Table 3.  Drawing’s Inclusion of Other Objects and People. 

Gender 
Girl Boy Drawings that have other 

objects and people 
Drawings that do not have 
other objects and people 

n % n % Girl % Boy % Girl % Boy % 

Other Children 6 42,9 9 56,3 4 66,66 3 50 2 33,33 6 66,66 

Gifted Children 8 57,2 7 43,8 6 75 4 50 2 25 3 42,85 
     10 71,42 7 43,75 4 28,57 9 56,25 

As we look at the table 3, we see that gifted female students (75%) are more likely than others to have 
other people and objects in their pictures. Again in general, 71.42% of female students were observed 
to include other people and objects in their drawings. 

Table 4. Drawings’ Inclusion of Characters in Action. 

Gender 
Girl  Boy Characters in Action Characters who are not in 

Action 
n % n % Girl  % Boy % Girl  % Boy % 

Other Children 6 42,85 9 56,25 1 16,66 2 22,22 5 83,33 7 77,77 

Gifted Children 8 57,15 7 43,75 5 62,5 5 71,42 3 37,5 2 28,57 

     6 42,85 7 43,75 8 57,14 9 56,25 

It was found that the heroes in the drawings of the participants were not depicted in action with the 
rate of 56.67%.  Whereas 66.66% of the gifted students drew characters in action, only 20% of normal 
students drew characters that are in action, doing or performing something. 

Table 5. Drawing’s Inclusion of Powerfull/less Characters.  

Gender 
Girl Boy Powerful Characters Powerless Characters 

n % n % Girl % Boy % Girl  % Boy % 

Other Children 6 42,9 9 56,3 6 100 6 66,7 - 0 3 33,3 

Gifted Children 8 57,2 7 43,8 6 75 4 57,1 2 25 3 42,9 

     12 85,71 10 62,5 2 14,28 6 37,5 

While 66.67% of the gifted children drew characters with super power; 80% of the other students’ 
characters had special and super power. This finding reflects an unexpected situation that gifted and 
special/highly talented children that are creative and open to novelty drew and imagine characters with 
super or extra ordinary power. 

Table 6. Drawing’s Inclusion of Universal or Local Characters. 

Gender 
Girl Boy Universal Local 

n % n % Girl % Boy % Girl % Boy % 

Other Children 6 43 9 56,3 3 10,00 7 23,33 3 10,00 2 6,67 

Gifted Children 8 57 7 43,8 5 16,67 6 20,00 3 10,00 1 3,33 

 
    8 57,14 13 81,25 6 42,85 3 18,75 
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Among the gifted children, 73.33% of them were found to depict the heroes of universal 
characteristics, 33.33% of the other students depicted heroes with local characteristics. According to 
these data, it was found out that gifted individuals drew characters that were more familiar and widely-
known and the other students are aware of local fairy tale heroes.  

4 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
As results of the analysis made, we examined and reached at the conclusions about the findings on 
the general characteristics of children's drawings of fairy tale heroes, whether they drew human 
heroes or non-human/imaginary/fantastic heroes, whether or not they include other objects and 
persons in the pictures, whether their heroes/characters were depicted in action or not, whether they 
drew good or bad characters/heroes, their characters/heroes’ situation regarding power, whether they 
drew universal or local characters etc. The findings of the analysis were examined and evaluated 
comparatively between gifted students and others to understand whether they differ in terms of their 
perceptions of fairy tale heroes/characters and whether there were any differences according to their 
gender status.  

In the study, when we analyzed findings in terms of the gender of the participants, and the relationship 
between the drawing of the students and their gender status, we concluded that gifted male students 
mostly drew pictures of male heroes; 71.4% of female students and 81.3% of male students drew 
male protagonists.  That shows gendered or sexist point of views of the participants of both sexes and 
two groups, namely, gifted or other students. Regarding this fact, we can suggest that teachers could 
encourage a wide and encompassing point of views, stripped of gendered ideas or other types of bias.  

When we analyzed the drawings of the participants in terms of their inclusion of Human or Imaginary 
Characters, 75% of male students drew human heroes whereas %43 of the girls drew human 
characters.  57% of female students drew imaginary heroes while 525 of the boys drew pictures that 
have imaginary characters. That shows a difference between girls and boys, whether they are gifted or 
not, so that girls tended to imagine and draw more imaginary characters whereas boys preferred more 
realistic ones with humane features. So, being gifted or not was not observed or identified as an 
effective factor in terms of this aspect. In total, 60% of the participants could imagine characters with 
human characteristics instead of imaginary ones. This shows a need to encourage imaginative and 
creative thinking at schools and develop wider point of view. 

It was found that 66.66% of the gifted and 53.33 of the other students included other objects in their 
drawings and 71.42% of female participants had other objects and persons in their pictures whereas 
43,75% of the boys did so. This shows a big difference between boys and girls, regardless of their 
intelligence level; female participants surpass males in terms of being able to imagine and add other 
objects in their drawings. 

When we analyzed the pictures in terms of the fact that whether their characters were performing an 
action or not, we reached at the conclusion that 66.67% of the gifted students and %20 of other 
students drew characters that are active, in other words, they were depicted in action. However, in 
general, 56.67% of the participants’ characters were inactive, they were not performing an action or 
we cannot describe them by using a verb. In this case, we can conclude that average was heightened 
to this level by gifted students. Gifted students tended to imagine and drew characters that were in 
action, doing something, performing a deed and we can described their pictures by using performative 
verbs. That reflects gifted students’ active way of living, observing and thinking. Since they are more 
active than others in academic and social life, they preferred to draw active characters.  

When we analyzed the pictures regarding the image of power, we observed that 85.71% of the girls 
and 62 % of the boys were found to draw strong/powerful heroes, and equal number of gifted and 
other female students have been found to draw powerful heroes. This shows a tendency of female 
students towards power and their imagination was attracted /appealed by power. While 66.67% of the 
gifted children drew characters with super power; 80% of the other students’ characters had special 
and super power. This shows that again, creative or imaginative thinking is not directly related to 
intelligence or being gifted.  Creative thinking can be developed through education and proper way of 
trainings. 

As result of the analysis made in terms of heroes whether they were local or universal, it was found 
that 18.85% of the boys and 42% of the girls drew more local heroes. Regardless of being giftedness 
this shows that girls are more sensitive to cultural or local surrounding. From a different perspective, 
this shows a more universal and open way of thinking of boys, maybe because of the fact that boys 
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are more outgoing, social and outside of homes and encouraged to be like this. However, girls, 
generally, are encouraged and tended to be more in local area and at home, by learning and 
observing their mothers as they transfer culture to their daughters.  

According to the results, it was found that factors of gender and intelligence were effective in children's 
perceptions of fairytale heroes. However, this study was structured based on data obtained from 
children's pictures.  For further studies, we can suggest that this study can be conducted with large 
samples and by supporting the data with other data gathered through different kinds of data collection 
instruments. Moreover, we concluded that they have a limited sense/perception of fairy tales and 
heroes, their perception and critical approach may be developed through more reading and analyzing 
fairy tales by using different points of view, different kinds of approaches and textual analysis 
methods. 
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