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Abstract 
The paper intends to analyze the education process in Romania during communist regime, as it is 
reflected in the History textbooks. We focus on the ethics and moral aspects of it because all of them 
had underlined and promoted the communist human model of thinking, feeling and acting for younger 
people. 

The political ideology was including in textbooks, especially in the history ones. There are many 
images, texts, exercises which offer enough examples for students to (non)appreciate what thinks are 
good or not for students, what they have to feel, to act or not, who need or do not be appreciated. 
Also, these contents transmit to students the convincers, beliefs and values even if the teacher does 
not intend to focus on them. In this way the history textbook promoted a lifestyle for students. As a 
consequence, we demonstrated that the textbooks have been an important ideological tool, having a 
bigger impact to students’ consciousness and behavior. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
The communism is an extreme leftist ideology that promote the social equality even that it meant the 
„classes fight” as a solution for this. As a politic regime, communism annulated human fundamental 
rights and freedoms, exchanged them with ideological norms and principles. In this respect, the 
communist regime used, generally, two ways: propaganda and manipulation (1), the terror, physical 
and psychical cruelty, detention (2). And, as a result, there were some people who liked this political 
regime, have been supporting him by choice or obligation. In him another people found a perfect 
opportunity for a successful and rewarding life. But, for communist regime was essential the adhesion 
of people [1: 15-59], not the real and durability of people patriotic feelings. In this way for political 
regime was easier to feel in control. The people actions, gestures, attitude had to be like the political 
government wanting to be. For this reason, „individuality”, „personal initiative”, „creative thinking” were 
not encouraged.  

In case of Romania, the communist regime was gradually instituted [2; 3], starting in 1945; it was 
instituted by the political and military pressure from the Soviet Union. Gradually, it was supported by 
the Romanians communist leaders and sympathizers, also. From 1965 to 1974 was a period politic 
known like a brief relaxion in the internal repression and an opening relationship with the West, un 
episode of political liberalization (at the same was in 1953 when the Romanian Communists instituted 
a „national path” to Communism). But, after that, until 1989, the communist regime became more 
repressive, a totalitarian one [4]; it was „the Ceaușescu period” (In 1965 Nicolae Ceaușescu assumed 
power, becoming both President of Romania and General Secretary of the Communist party; his wife, 
Elena, became the First VicePrime Minister and Chair for the National Council on Science and 
Education). This unpopular regime collapsed on the December 1989, moment known like „Romanian 
Revolution for freedom, for democracy”, or „Anti-Communist Romanian Revolution”.   

The Romanian communist regime used many tools to develop and mention its political power. One of 
the most effective conviction ideological instruments was the school [5; 6; 7], in particular the textbook. 
In special, history as a school subject became a useful tool for cultivate the communism values and 
attitudes, proposing models of actions and thinking, promoting some personalities, gestures, feelings 
which need to be imitated by everybody, younger and adult people. It is known that history, like a past 
and future science offers enough argues and examples, models for justify actions, gestures, decisions. 
For this reason, history could become a useful instrument of both the communist propaganda and 
political actions. 
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Generally, the textbook, history textbooks in special, reflected vision of the political government, 
mission of the national education and economic and social realities. For this reason, writing of 
textbook means both to be respected the curriculum and others legal norms, and to be verified / 
evaluated by specialists for scientific quality of content [8; 9]. This can be the explanation of why there 
are so few studies which have analyzed the textbooks edited during the communist regime; it is seems 
only an ideologic tool, like every book or study. But the history textbooks can offer many interesting 
things about modalities of ideological politics acts and stages of their evolution, didactical strategies 
for ideological propaganda, techniques for adaptation of ideology to the learner’s particularities, and so 
on. 

2 METHODOLOGY 
Starting from premise that the textbook was an educational instrument useful for communist ideology 
training and orienting younger people, we propose a theoretical research which analysed only history 
textbooks edited between 1971-1989 in Romania. in this respect, we propose the following 
approaches:  

• analysing the history textbooks, comparing them for identify the similar and particular aspects of 
them; 

• identifying the ethical and moral aspects which were included in contents of history textbooks; 
we used the textbooks edited in the communist regime from 1971 to 1989; 

• comparing textbooks with each other for identify the similar and particular aspects of how were 
presented the ethical and moral value and norms in contents of history textbook; 

• identifying some educational methods and techniques that were used by the textbook authors 
for promote these norms and values; mentioning the educational consequences of them in the 
student’s education. 

Intending to develop the abovementioned proposals approach and verify our hypothesis, we used the 
history textbooks edited from 1971 to 1998 [16; 17; 18; 19; 20; 21; 22; 23; 24]. In this way we could 
followed the evolution of communist perspectives referring on history textbook. 

3 RESULTS 
Like any other textbook, in Romanian communist regime, the history textbooks were edited by the 
Education Ministry, a national institute subordinated directly to central political government. They were 
named „unique textbooks”, because there was one textbook for each level of studying. For this 
reason, the textbook was not efficient for develop students’ competences, but very useful for 
ideological propaganda and political survey of learning process. On the other hand, the history 
textbooks from communist regime had not so many changes from an edition to other. Maybe, this is a 
result of communist censorship action which had mission to verify if the content of textbook respected 
the communist ideology. It is well known that the communist censorship was active in the cultural 
production and individual expressing. For authors, keeping the ideas, theories, points of view so they 
could not fail.  

Textbooks were edited according to the level of understanding of students. For example, the national 
history textbook presented the scientifically contents as a story or dialogue which were accompanied 
by many pictures and drawings, if ever a few of them make confuses understanding events.  In case 
of universal history, the contents of textbooks were more scientifically presented, without so many 
plastic expressions. But in both cases, the Romanian history and the universal history, the conclusions 
did not explain by authors and not encouraged to students to reflect upon them. In this way, the 
students have to learn by heart the phrases, conclusion, not in a critical way, not questioning. 
Moreover, it was a habitually using the quotes from Nicolae Ceaușescu speeches (the main Romanian 
communist leader), as a guaranty of the historical trues, right and positive example, correct behaviour.  

General speaking, the textbook is a student learning instrument, but it is more valuable with the 
teacher contribution. Addition, if the teacher did not respect the communist principles and he had 
intention to neglect his role to be a promoter and a supporter of communist ideology, the textbook 
itself could be one. Having many examples of correct thinking, what the students need to know, feel 
and act, the textbook can be itself a „ good teacher” for younger people. From this reason, the 
textbook must be a „trusted educator” for students, showing them what they need to know, what is 
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allowed or isn’t to do, think and feel. All aspects which refer to the system of values which determines 
you to do or not to do something belong to ethics. 

It is known that the ethics is a preoccupation [10] for appreciating if a think is good / bad, virtuous / 
unvirtuous, right / wrong according to science, occupation, function etc. [11; 12]. It is generally 
believed that between the ethics and moral there is a good methodological and informational 
connections. Certainly, ethics has to be in a relation with the personal ethics (the morality of the 
teacher and of the students, in case of educational domain). The ethics depends on the quality of the 
act of knowing what defines a moral behavior, getting used with the idea of good/evil, of right/wrong, 
justice/injustice, of duty, gratitude, etc. [13; 14].  

As a result, the student is getting used with the standards according to which an action is considered 
to be right or wrong, good or evil, and also with the principles so called moral which determine the 
behavior expected from him by his community. Of course, ethical competences [15] denote the ability 
to comprehend an ethical argument, to identify the ethical implications in certain circumstances, to find 
practical solutions to diverse problems linked to what is right / wrong, fair / unfair, good / bad.  

Therefore, in Romanian communist regime the ethics is connected with political and ideological 
principles. Also, it is interdependent to learning and internalizing the moral norms, values and 
judgments. The following Table highlights more clearly these aspects. 

Table 1. Connection between communist principles and Ethics. 

Communist principles Ethics values, attitudes and norms 

• „one for all, all for one” (as a form 
of standardization and uniformized 
social integration)  

• collectivism  
• people equality 
• collective is superior to persona 
• responsibility 
• social activism 
• striving to devote one’s resources to the common cause. 

• „class-fight” (as a form of progress 
of Romanian society)  

• keeping the people freedom  
• proud of what is physically produced 
• social revolt for keep freedom and rights  
• fighting for nation and country 
• sacrifice 
• patriotism 
• heroes honouring 
• courage 

• „working / learning, 
working/learning and 
working/learning once again”  

• working together for freedom and rises of own country;  
• hard-working 
• desire to be the best worker/student for own people and country 

As can be noticed, the student could be encouraged making a connection between the social 
conscience (ideas, representations, feelings, attitudes) and the social existence (relationships, the 
conditions in which people live and act). 

The history textbooks reflected the ethics as principles, norms and values. In next section of paper, we 
propose a analyse of history textbooks from the ethics perspective. 
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Table 2. Ethics and Moral in the history textbooks. 

Ethical and 
moral elements 

Representation of them in textbooks. Description Technique used and 
intentions. 

• Correctitude of 
history 
discourse 

• History is not 
able to make 
mistakes 

• History never 
lies 

• the discourse of history „is based on the documents”; 
•  younger generation is learned to be patriot, to 

manifest national and human solidarity 

• there are not any description 
or explication about how were 
used information sources for a 
history discourse; 

• history became a tool of 
patriotic education, of 
materialism principles; the 
reality can be falsified easier. 

• History is „a 
perfect teacher 
for people” 

• history is a source of learning and wisdom; it shows 
to people how they need to understand all events 
and who can be glorified for their action [17]; 

• history is „a spring for thinking, knowing and 
wisdom”; 

• history is a social regulator that decides if an action is 
good or bad; history judges and punishes or rewards 
the people action; some personas were venerated by 
people for them scarify, masterful skills and 
gentleness;  

• „the textbook of history is a book which need to be 
loved and learned by each human being”; 

• history is „a learning spring”, ”a spring for thinking, 
knowing and wisdom”. 

• using as arguments „sources 
of documentation”, students 
learn that history is the best 
way of knowing, thinking, 
feeling and actioning. If these 
arguments missing, the 
students read that the history 
is loved by the people, so they 
have to do it, too.   

• the people must be 
themselves irreconcilable with 
injustice, parasitism, 
dishonesty, cowardice and 
weakness. 

• Work, workers, 
working. 

• Respecting the 
labour of the 
others. 

• „Learn, learn 
and learn once 
again”. 

• working is a duty of people and a national proud; 
• working the people made their life easier and better 

[23: 15]; 
• „making the first labour tool was the first human 

victory [23: 9];  
• the people working is conducted by Communist 

Romanian Party[23: 214];  
• the people were enthusiastic to building the 

socialism;  
• love working means develop solution for progress of 

society [16: 7]; 
• all the difficult problems, on battlefield and factories 

were solved by the workers; they make the history; 
• „a good citizen works and learns in the school and in 

life” [24 : 5]. 

• the impression of importance 
of communists in history is 
done by the number very 
higher of them involved in the 
events. But this impression is a 
false one, because is missing 
the examples of them; 

•  the communist characteristics 
are identified with” Romanian 
nation”. In this respect, it is 
developed the love of country 
unseparated by the love for 
communism and adhesion to 
it. 

• Fight is a 
correct and 
glorious way for 
progress and 
liberty 

• the fight for progress change the old world [23: 158]; 
• it is a great honour to scarify for country, unity and 

good life, their sacrifice shown that they do not give 
up until the social equality will be recognized by the 
government; 

• do not forget the ancestors’ facts; 
• straightening the things by right rules/laws, or 

revolution [19: 18];  
• class-fight has a progressive role for historical 

evolution, [19: 26,59,80];   
• fighting for unmasking of fascism 
• „their social revolt demonstrates their fighting force” 

[23]. 

• communist people fight against 
social injustices, imperialists 
and for national liberty; for this 
reason; they suffered the worst 
pain, streaming in jail, but they 
did not renounce on their ideas 
and action. 
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• Love the 
country, love 
the Communist 
Party, love the 
political 
socialist leader  

• the death for country is a honour for people;  
• neglecting, unrespecting or attacking the Romanians 

love of country was unliked; 
• the brave political leaders especially from middle 

ages were honoured by people with cognomens like 
„The Brave”, „the Good”, „the Great”, and many 
others goriest words; 

• „The Nation had an important role in history like the 
socialist nation today”  

• People arounds the Communist Romanian Party with 
love and trust. 

• to argue the importance of the 
leaders in social fights, the 
textbooks authors used 
phrases which suggest that 
they were a lot, but there were 
not exampled nominally; 

• the communist characteristics 
are identical to the 
characteristics of Romanian 
people. In this way, it is 
developed the love of country 
unseparated by the love for 
communism and adhesion to 
it. 

• Solidarity of 
people 

• Unity between 
people 

• living and working together the people had survived 
[23: 10];   

• unity is a logical necessity, one of the history 
objectives [19]; 

• unity makes possible the develop of the production 
forces [20]. 

• the action of workers, as 
communists was presented in 
connection with action of the 
workers from Europe. 
 

• Obedience to 
the government 
and the leader 

• historical Romanian persona were „good soldier”, 
„fearless”, „freedom-loving”, „brave”; 

• using the eulogizes phrases 
about the Romanian political 
leader, as a result of 
scientifically thinking and a 
right judgement, it is easier 
and simpler to have the people 
obedience. 

• Respecting and 
be proud with 
national 
elements 

• Culture is a 
good of all 
Romanian 
people 

• be proud with beauties of country, riches of its, with 
language, ancestors, national costumes; all of them 
must be defended, it was a national duty to fight for 
them with others [23: 14, 65]; 

• family is the base of social organization [19: 38]; 
• it presupposes the cultivation in people of their civic 

duty and responsibility, social activism, and a striving 
to devote one’s resources to the common cause. 

• the recapitulative question is 
referring on how the students 
need to express their love the 
nation; this encourage the 
learn and say the right words 
for express patriotic feelings, 
that it is impossible to be 
sincere.  

In Romanian communist regime, as it can be noticed in Table, ethics includes the moral principles and 
values; moral and ethics were one „model”, „guide” and „pedagogue” for younger and adult 
generations. This situation was possible because the norms, values, conviction and affects religious 
were not accepted, also. 

4 CONCLUSIONS 
Using the textbooks, specially history textbook, communism has constructed an educational support of 
its authority.  

As a book of the past, present and future the history textbook, having many images, texts, exercises 
and human models it offers enough examples of the right conscience and correct attitude for students. 
Indubitable, it had the mission to communicate to students the truth and to show them the right life 
way. In respect, all information of textbook must be considered true and entirely accepted by the 
people as norms; knowledge is turned into conviction and becomes the norm of everyday behavior, a 
guide to quotidian activity. 

The communist principles, norms and values were successful implemented in the educational system 
having an ethical and moral form. In this way, it was more efficient, especially including them in history 
textbook. As a consequence, using textbooks, the students generally did not able to make any 
distinction between education and propaganda or indoctrination. The history textbook was an excellent 
tool for preaching communist ideology. 
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