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Abstract  
The spreading of social networks, beyond any doubt, has an impact on the educational community. 
Edmodo platform is an important representative and helper of trainers and trainees over the last 
decade in the digital world. The millions of platform users introduce a dimension of networking through 
which the participants communicate and work in a digital environment. The aim of the present study is 
to present the results of a quasi-experimental plan on writing skills in distance foreign language 
education with a combined use of the Edmodo platform and videoconferencing. More specifically, it 
asks whether a distance learning program—in particular the production of textbooks in adult foreign 
language students—could be developed through the combined use of the Edmodo platform and 
teleconferencing to successfully complete the written work required for the certification of attainment of 
a certain level of language competency as specified by the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages (CEFR). One test and one experimental group of 15 adult students 
respectively with two different linguistic levels attended ten 45-minute courses via teleconferencing, 
with the latter being additionally assisted by the Edmodo platform. Subsequently, they were asked to 
produce a written text in a foreign language on a common topic according to their level. Their written 
assignments were individually graded in terms of vocabulary, grammatical structure and syntax as well 
as pragmatic proficiency. Finally, the experimental group was asked to fill out a questionnaire detailing 
their views on whether and how the Edmodo platform helped them to improve their skills. Due to 
restrictions on experimental usage, it was not possible to draw any safe conclusions, but a positive 
attitude of the students towards teleconference teaching and the use of the Edmodo platform could be 
inferred from the results. For the majority of distance students, the novelty represented by the use of 
this learning platform did not prevent them from cooperating and exchanging views mainly thanks to 
the social character of this interactive medium. It appears that a distance learning class may 
compensate for the lack of physical interaction between teachers and students precisely because the 
latter are able to engage in multi-directional communication. 
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1 INTRODUCTION  
Nowadays foreign language training has grown beyond the confines of the classroom. Thanks to its 
wide scope of application and the rapid advance of technology the educational process taps into a 
larger pool of flexible modalities. At the same time global internet access enables remote interaction 
between trainers and trainees. In response to these advancements the content and context of learning 
are accordingly reconfigured.    

In the present paper we demonstrate how combining the Edmodo learning platform with web-
conference teaching templates can impact survey planning and the improvement of writing skills in 
distance foreign language learning.  

Foreign language teachers are well advised to acquaint themselves with the Edmodo platform as it 
can be used in any type of course and acclimate student into a new learning environment.[1] As 
Harmer[2] aptly remarks, the importance of mastering one’s writing skills cannot be evaluated 
independently of the growing importance of using language in an inline context. In a similar vein, was 
showcased the relevance of social media networks for learning support, active participation, 
communication and development as well as for critical and reflective thinking.[3] 

That being said, it remains an open question whether a wider use of this platform in combination with 
web-conference teaching helps to improve student performance in written assignments and provide 
adequate training for adult students with particular goals.[4-9]  
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It bears asking, however, why the teaching and learning of writing expression is so important. Harmer2 
suggests that teaching writing skills promotes a growing acquaintance with a foreign language, 
facilitates command of different types of textual speech and solidifies one’s writing skills. The author 
observes that the written depiction of language is crucial for enabling students to better understand 
and memorize the structure of a foreign language. Moreover, the mental activity required for imparting 
structure on writing skills is part and parcel of the overall learning experience, whereas the need for 
producing different texts in our daily personal and professional lives is as pressing as the development 
of other skills.   

Our survey paper aims to demonstrate the extent to which the combined use of the Edmodo platform 
and web-conferencing facilitates teaching adult students how to produce texts written in a foreign 
language with a view to performing successfully in the written assignments corresponding to the 
certification of attainment of a certain level of language competency as specified by the Common 
European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). Moreover, the views of students who have 
used the Edmodo platform fall within the remit of our survey. 

More specifically, our research questions are the following: 

a) What is the actual record of new vocabulary obtained by students using Edmodo-assisted web-
conferencing in relation to the test group that only used web-conferencing? 

b) Does the combined use of this platform and web-conferencing for distance learning help 
students improve the morphosyntactic quality (grammar, syntax, spelling) of their writing skills in 
comparison with members of the test group? 

c) How does the combined use of this platform and web-conferencing for distance learning impact 
the choice of appropriate style and text organization in comparison with members of the test 
group? 

d) What do adult students think of the combined use of the platform and web-conferencing in the 
context of distance teaching of writing skills? 

2 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Participants 
The present survey is based on quantitative intergroup comparisons, namely, a quasi-experimental 
manipulation and meta-control. 

Participants were chosen on the basis of convenience sampling as they were adult students of a 
Polish online foreign language school specialized in distance learning.   

2.2 Data collection 
Comprised of 15 participants each, the control and experimental groups attended via web-
conferencing 10 similar writing skills classes of 45 minutes each. For the purposes of manipulation, 
the experimental group was additionally provided with teaching materials via the Edmodo platform. 
Both groups featured students of two different levels of language competency (beginners and 
advanced) at the greatest possible degree of numerical balance.     

At the end of the classes participants from both groups handed in the same written assignments 
according to their level of language competency. The beginners group produced an electronic text 
message in which the participant presented her/himself, whereas the advanced group wrote a letter 
providing friendly advice.  

2.3 Research tools 
The research tool of this quasi-experimental plan is the evaluation grid that was produced by the 
scientific team of Centre for the Greek Language.[10] The said grid was given to examiners during the 
Greek language certification exam of 2011 and was completed for the purposes of this paper in what 
regards the evaluation of spelling skills in Greek. This is a calibrated grid that provides numerical data 
in relation to the following levels of adequate performance in written assignments: vocabulary, 
morphosyntactic structure (grammar, spelling, syntax), pragmatic proficiency (content, genre, style, 
effective communication). A quantitative questionnaire sampling method was used to facilitate the 
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evaluation of the Edmodo platform by students. The research was conducted in Greek, translated into 
Polish and sent via Google Forms.  

The questionnaire was designed in the likeness of a typical five-level Likert item (strongly disagree, 
disagree, neither agree nor disagree, agree, strongly agree).  

2.4 Statistical analysis 
The data obtained through the application of the evaluation grid portraying the written assignment 
performance of students were analyzed via the SPSS Statistics package.[11] We performed a 
normality test, recorded the descriptive statistical data and proceeded with the t-test with a view to 
testing our hypotheses. The inductive statistics data provided answers in relation to three first survey 
questions. As for the fourth research question, we study absolute and relative frequencies of 
participant preferences.  

3 RESULTS 
The test group featured 2 men and 13 women, whereas the experimental group featured 5 men and 
10 women. After grading, all written assignments we divided the results in three categories: 
vocabulary, morphosyntactic structure and pragmatic proficiency.  

Our analyses of the first and third research questions do not adhere to normal distribution 
requirements thereby preventing the extraction of safe conclusions. The results are as follows: the first 
research question regards the improvement in vocabulary acquisition in the context of using the 
Edmodo platform. As Table 1 demonstrates, the test group hit an average score of 1,27 in vocabulary 
improvement compared to 1,73 of the experimental group. As evidenced by the obtained 0,009 Sig. 
(2-tailed) value, vocabulary improvement is related to the use of the Edmodo platform.    

Table 1. Vocabulary improvement 
  Statistic Std. Error 
vocabulary Mean 1.27 .118 

Median 1.00  
Variance .210  
Std. Deviation .458  

vocabulary_Ed Mean 1.73 .118 
Median 2.00  
Variance .210  
Std. Deviation .458  

With regard to the second research question (morphosyntactic structure and spelling) the two groups 
scored on average 7,73 and 10,00 respectively (Table 2). The 0,000 value Sig. (2-tailed) obtained in 
the t-test indicates an improvement in morphosyntactic structure and spelling performance in the 
presence of Edmodo.[11] 

Table 2. Grammar and Spelling improvement 
  Statistic Std. Error 
grammar_and_spelling Mean 7.73 .267 

Median 8.00  
Variance 1.067  
Std. Deviation 1.033  

grammar_and_spelling_Ed Mean 10.00 .324 
Median 10.00  
Variance 1.571  
Std. Deviation 1.254  
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With regard to the third research question (pragmatic proficiency) Table 3 yields an average of 7,93 
and 9,27 for the control and experimental groups respectively. The 0,002 value Sig. (2-tailed) obtained 
in the t-test indicates a correlation between the improvement in pragmatic proficiency and the use of 
Edmodo. Nevertheless, the lack of normal distribution leaves little space for safe conclusions.  

Table 3. Style and text organisation improvement 
  Statistic Std. Error 

pragmatic_competence Mean 7.93 .248 

Median 8.00  
Variance .924  
Std. Deviation .961  

pragmatic_competence_Ed Mean 9.27 .300 

Median 9.00  
Variance 1.352  
Std. Deviation 1.163  

The fourth research question regards the evaluative attitudes of students with respect to their 
improvement in the aftermath of experimental manipulation. We observed that 60% of the participants 
saw an improvement in their vocabulary, whereas 67,7% saw an improvement in their 
morphosyntactic and spelling command. Finally, as regards the organization and presentation of 
ideas, style choice and effective communication the respective percentages were 73,3%, 73,3% and 
76,7%. 

4 CONCLUSIONS 
Due to restrictions on experimental usage, it was not possible to draw any safe conclusions, but a 
positive attitude of the students towards teleconference teaching and the use of the Edmodo platform 
could be inferred from the questionnaire results. We could mention, however, even cautiously, that 
there seems to be an improvement in vocabulary level, grammar and spelling and in pragmatic 
competence for those students who produced written work through the Edmodo platform. These were 
detected by the use of the evaluation grid produced by the Greek Language Center's scientific team 
and adapted for the purposes of this paper. 

Regarding the views of the students who participated in the quantitative research the obtained scores 
indicate a positive outlook on the part of them regarding web-conferencing teaching and the use of the 
Edmodo platform. For the majority of distance students, the novelty represented by the use of this 
learning platform did not prevent them from cooperating and exchanging views mainly thanks to the 
social character of this interactive medium. It appears that a distance learning class may compensate 
for the lack of physical interaction between teachers and students precisely because the latter are able 
to engage in multi-directional communication.[12] Others further corroborate the direct engagement of 
students in the learning process.[13,14] 

Students who were asked to produce written work for a specific purpose were also positively disposed 
towards the use of Edmodo. In their feedback they singled out the collaboration between students as 
well as the collaboration between teachers and students.[15] Self-directed learning is a further 
parameter whose visible improvement is directly associated with the use of the Edmodo platform.[16] 

The contribution of the platform to writing skills in the context of distance foreign language learning 
should invite further research that could yield safer conclusions by testing the value of this medium for 
longer periods based on pre-determined targets. A future research could inquire into the relevance of 
online posts by students for assessing the effective command of writing skills.  

2081



REFERENCES   
[1] B. Αργύρη, Η χρήση του Edmodo στα ελληνικά σχολεία. [πτυχιακή]. Λάρισα:  ΑΤΕΙ Θεσσαλίας  

Σχολή Τεχνολογικών Εφαρμογών Τμήμα Μηχανικών Πληροφορικής ΤΕ; 2014 Retrieved from: 
HTTP://DOCPLAYER.GR/16364938-I-HRISI-TOY-EDMODO-STA-ELLINIKA-SHOLEIA.HTML  

[2] J. Harmer, How to teach English: an introduction to the practice of English language teaching. 2nd 
Edition. England: Longman; 1998. 

[3] X. Παπαχαρίτου και Π. Παναγιωτίδης, Αξιοποίηση των κοινωνικών δικτύων στο ξενόγλωσσο 
μάθημα στη δημόσια δευτεροβάθμια εκπαίδευση. Στο: Τα Πρακτικά του Συνεδρίου «Η εκπαίδευση 
στην εποχή των Τ.Π.Ε». Αθήνα: Νέος Παιδαγωγός. 2015. Retrieved from:  
http://users.sch.gr/synedrio/Praktika_Synedriou_12o_Synedrio_H_EKPAIDEYSH_STHN_EPOXH
_TWN_T.P.E._7_8_Noe_2015.pdf   

[4] F. Al-Kathiri, “Beyond the classroom walls: Edmodo in Saudi secondary school EFL instruction, 
attitudes and challenges”, English language teaching, vol. 8, no. 1, p. 189-204, 2014. Retrieved 
from: HTTPS://DOI.ORG/10.5539/ELT.V8N1P189   

[5] C. Kongchan, “How Edmodo and google docs can change traditional classrooms”, In: The 
European Conference on Language Learning, England: ECLL, p. 629-637, 2013. Retrieved from: 
http://papers.iafor.org/wp-content/uploads/conference-
proceedings/ECLL/ECLL2013_proceedings.pdf 

[6] N. Wang, “Students’ perspectives from a learner-centered CALL class: A report of the research of 
the technology-based Chinese class in O’Neill High School”. [thesis] Lincoln: University of 
Nebraska – Lincoln USA, 2013 Retrieved from: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/ 
viewcontent.cgi?article=1031&context=teachlearnstudent 

[7] P. Purnawarman, S. Susilawati and Sundayana W, “The use of Edmodo in teaching writing in a 
blended learning setting”, Indonesian journal of applied linguistics, vol. 5, no. 2, p. 242-252, 2016. 
Retrieved from: HTTP://EJOURNAL.UPI.EDU/INDEX.PHP/IJAL/ARTICLE/VIEW/1348/942 

[8]  BB. Shams-Abadi, SD. Ahmadi and AG. Mehrdad, “The effect of Edmodo on EFL learners’ 
writing performance”, International journal of educational investigations, vol. 2, no. 2, p. 88–97, 
2015. Retrieved from: http://www.ijeionline.com/attachments/article/36/IJEIonline_Vol.2_ No.2_ 
2015-2-08.pdf 

[9] ΓΘ. Παπαδοπούλου, Η αξιοποίηση της υβριδικής, μη τυπικής μάθησης με τον γονέα ως κατ’ οίκον 
δάσκαλο στην εκμάθηση της ελληνικής ως δεύτερης /ξένης γλώσσας. [διπλωματική]. Πάτρα: 
Ελληνικό Ανοικτό Πανεπιστήμιο; 2014 Retrieved from: HTTPS://APOTHESIS.EAP.GR/HANDLE/ 
REPO/28477 

[10] Ελλάδα. Κέντρο Ελληνικής Γλώσσας. Κοινό Ευρωπαϊκό Πλαίσιο Αναφοράς για τις Γλώσσες. 
Εκμάθηση, διδασκαλία, αξιολόγηση. Θεσσαλονίκη: Συμβούλιο της Ευρώπης; 2008 ISBN 978-960-
7779-46-5 

[11] J. Creswell, Η έρευνα στην εκπαίδευση: σχεδιασμός, διεξαγωγή και αξιολόγηση ποσοτικής και 
ποιοτικής έρευνας. 2η έκδοση. Αθήνα: εκδόσεις Ίων, 2016. 

[12] A. Fauzi, “The Effect of Edmodo on Students’ Writing Skill in Recount Text”, International Journal 
of Pedagogy and Teacher Education, vol. 1, no. 2, p. 73-79, 2017. Retrieved from: 
HTTPS://WWW.RESEARCHGATE.NET/PUBLICATION/320737246_THE_EFFECT_OF_EDMO
DO_ON_STUDENTS'_WRITING_SKILL_IN_RECOUNT_TEXT  

[13] JD. Dayag, “Reaching out: facilitating EFL learning through Edmodo”, International Journal of 
Advanced Multidisciplinary Scientific Research, vol. 1, no. 2, 2018. Retrieved from: 
https://www.ijamsr.com/pastissues.php?volid=1&issueid=3&year=2018 

[14] ST. Alshawi and FA. Alhomoud, “The Impact of Using Edmodo on Saudi University EFL: Students' 
Motivation and Teacher-Student Communication”, International Journal of Education, vol. 8 no. 4, 
p.105-121, 2016. Retrieved from: http://www.macrothink.org/journal/index.php/ije/issue/view/542 

[15] NA. Razak, M. Saeed and Z. Ahmad, “Adopting Social Networking Sites (SNSs) as Interactive 
Communities among English Foreign Language (EFL) Learners in Writing: Opportunities and 
Challenges”, English Language Teaching, vol.6, no. 11 p.187-198, 2013. Retrieved from: 
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1078712 

2082



[16] MM. Khodary, “Edmodo Use to Develop Saudi EFL Students’ Self-Directed Learning”, English 
Language Teaching, vol.10, no. 2, p. 123-135, 2017. Retrieved from: 
http://www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/elt/article/view/65915  

2083




